BUTTE COUNTY TEACHERS'
' INSTIUTE NEXT WEEK
Northwest Post: The Butte Coun-
ty Teachers' Institute will be held
at the assembly hall of the High
school in this city next week, be-
ginning Monday, June 18, and con-
tinuing until Friday afternoon, in-
clusive. County Superintendent Mae
E. Scotney has arranged an excep-
tionally strong program for the
meetings, and all of the teachers and
school patrons should take advant-
age of the opportunity to attend this
institute. The lecturers are among

the leading educators of the west and
include L. A. Osgood of Bridgewater,

S. D.; C. W. Tenney of Helena, Mont,,
and Grace Reed Porter of Fort
Pierre, S. D. )

Friday, June 22, will be “Rural
|School Rally Day,” and particularly
upon this date Miss Scotney urges all
patrons of the schools to be in at-
|tendance, as the program will be of
especial importance,

A most interesting program has
been arranged for the week,
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Boys Week at Spearfish
Nearly one hundred boys from the
Black Hills attended the boys week
at Spearfish which ended Saturday
of last week. The boys report a
| most enjoyable time at the short
course which was conducied by the
State Agricultural College of Brook-
at the Bpesrnlh Nornnl

the aonm while the amnom were
:m dt:nl various sports such as
, swimming, track meets|

‘hltu and such, 5
It Is hoped to make this boys week
at Spearfish an anual event and plans
are under way to increase the enroll-
ment next year to 500. This year
‘th. only restrictions placed on the
attendance was that the bays be be-
tween the ages of 8 and 18, but next
year it will ' be open to club members
only. The boys from Butte county
were in charge of Miss Mae Scotney,
‘county superintendent of schools and
County Agent H. E. Gregory. Boys
wishing to join the club should write

Mr. Gregory for full information.
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"~ CLERK 1S HELD

M;ehDuumrdWhOf-
fice Is Turned Over to
Treasurer-Elect

BELLE FOURCHE, Jan. 11.-—-P.
B. Merz, former clerk in the county
treasurer’'s office of Butte county, is
in the county jail awaiting the filing
of embezzlement charges as a result
of shortage of in the neighborhood
of $80 in his accounts, and as a pre-
caution against attempting to do him-
self bodily harm.

The shortage consists of moneys
paid in partial payments on taxes,
where Merz issued his personal re-
ceipt instead of & county receipt,
placing the payments in the individ-
ual envelope containing the ten-year
contract. These payments included
those of J. F. Ranta, $500; Jesse
Geers, $4255; W. P. Williamson,
$269.41; Oscar Kayras, $9.52; Frank
O. Kayras, $29.02, a total of $850.50,
that are now known.

The shortage was discovered Tues-
day when the office was being turned
over to Miss Mae Scotney, county
treasurer-elect, and later Merz turned
cver five envelopes, part of the office
files, as listed above, with two notes,
one note giving a list of the names
and amounts, and the other saying,
“I alone am to blame and no one
else is concerned.” This note was
signed “Phil Merz,"” and dated 1-8-35.

During the afternoon, and while in
the treasurer’s office, Merz tcok some
tablets or powders, apparently with
the intent to take his life, but these
turned out to be sleeping powders,
and aside from putting him to sleep
for a while and making him pain-
fully sick apparenfly did no serious
damage. He also had a pistol in the
office, but was unable to locate it,
which prcbably prevented him mak-
ing a further attempt at taking his
life.

He was taken to the county Jail
late Tuesday evening and Wednesday
was still groggy from the dru; taken,
bit i his rationai momenis deciared
he wanted to get out of jail so he
could finish taking his life.

As Merz was under bond, the
bonding company will be responsible
for the loss.
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Tax Collections
Increase in Bulte

Belle Fourche, Jan. T—A bright-
er showing for 1035 over 1934 is
evidenced by the amount of taxes
collected in the office of the county
treasurer of Butte county, where
figures show that $401,422.09 were
collected in taxes in 1935 as com-
pared with $302014.13 for 1934, or
an increase of $0.407.79, according
to Miss Mae Scotney, county treas-
urer,

In the clerk of courts office a
slight pickup of business i® shown
by fees collected for the years 1034
and 1935. 1954 fees were $801.78 and
1635, $904.20.

Figures given by the county aud-
itor's office reveal that Butte coun-|
ty tax payers will pay $35,000 less
in taxes for 1036 than in 1935. |
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BUTTE TES
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F. A,
Marsten

ton, republicans; Mrs,
cles, Lily F. Brown,

. tondantuot':chooll—cm
licans; Pauline Pearson, 'Alhom
Challis, Lilllan Cole, democrats,

$ * )

County Commissioner, second dis-
tm—ulﬂl ’o . Do 00 Jm
H. G. McRann, ublican.

Commissioner, fourth district —
Henry Jacobsen, Walter Cunning-
ham, republican; August Maass,
democrat.

State representative—L, C. Nel

son, republican; M, E. Hafner,
democrat,
Treasurer—nRay C. Wood, repud-

lican; Mae E. Scotney,
Auditor — Carl Wiessner, repub-

State’s attorney — R. A, Smiley,
republican; J. M, Armstrong, dem-
ocrat,

For Clerk

Clerk of courts—Laura B. Gowan,

::::blm: Effie A. Ross, demo-

Assessor—Elmer Ellis, republic-
an,

Justice ~— Bert E. Goff, John L
Waells, republican.

w-l P. Seward, non-polit-

State central committeeman — 8,

G. Mortimer, republican; T.C. Mar-
tin, democrat,







