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Several potential gubernatorial
candidates testing political waters

William Janklow will be com-
his second term and can't run

names mentioned in con-
the Republican guber-
natorial race in 1086 are Lt. Gov. Lowell

Hansen, Secretary of State Alice
Kundert, Attorney General Mark

Meierhenry, former state Rep. George

Mickelson of Brookings, former U.S.
. Clint Roberts, and Bob Helmer of
Fourche, who is chairman of the
state Water and Natural Resources

Board, .

many Republicans don't know him as

well as they know some of the incum-

bent Republican officeholders who are
running for governor,

“It's too early to be as
such,” Mickelson said. *'I think I've ac-
complished the goal that I set w
ple generally know what my in
are.”

Hansen said he has a hospitality suite
because he's had one every year since
he was elected lieutenant governor in
1978. He said he just wants to meet new
delegates and people from Rapid City,
and isn’t really campaigning yet for the
governor's office.

“We have tried to focus on one issue,
and that's election in 1984 in
November,"” Hansen said. *I think you
take them one at a time,"

Hansen said he's definitely interested
in running for governor, but doesn't
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Candidate for governor is running uphill

Bob Helmer, quoting a line that’s been used by
Rep. George Mortimer, R-Belle Fourche, says that
ranches are so far apart in his area that each ranch
has its own tomcat.

Cats aren’t packed tightly
together in the West River
ranchland of South Dakota.

Neither are voters. So,
Helmer figures he's starting
at the bottom of a heap of can-
didates.

Probably so.

Regardless, Helmer, a
Belle Fourche insurance

man, farmer and rancher, is
adding his name to the earl{
list of South Dakota Republi-
cans who would like to run for
governor in 1986,
“Belle Fourche is a hell of a long way from Sioux
Falls, and that's where the votes are. So, anything [
do is uphill,” he said this week.

Helmer said he likely will run in the Republican
primary. Lack of name ition is a problem
that can be overcome, he X

“I'd lai my credentials dwpide nnéol the peo-
said.

ple who have been mentioned,” he

Politics

By Rob Swenson

He's prepared an eight-page color brochure with
pages about the size of a billfold to tout what he sees
as his qualifications.

Helmer, 54, is the former mayor of Belle Fourche
and chairman of the state Board of Water and
Natural Resources. He's a graduate of Belle
Fourche High School and holds a degree in physical
science from Black Hills State College.

He was Belle Fourche’s mayor from 1978 to May
of this year. He was appointed to the water board in
1979 and continues to serve on the panel.

His biggest claim to statewide political fame is
being one of the original signers of the state’s
agreement to sell Missouri River water to Energy
Transportation Systems Inc.

Helmer said he supports Janklow's development
programs.

“My primary concern is to continue the program,

need to campaign to get his name
recognized. Potential candidates who,
don't currently hold office — such as
Mickelson -~ do have to work to get
their name known, he said.

Hansen said.

Miss Kundert also said she intends to
run for governor in 1986, but she doesn't
think people interested in an election
two years from now should get involved
until this year's election is over.

**As it stands now, I'm go for the
governor's office, Miss rt sald.
““But this is not the time for it. Two
years from now is the time for it.”

Helmer said if he decides to run for
governor he wouldn’t announce until
after the November election. But he
said the possibility of his running has
received good reaction from convention
delegates, '

\ main comment is that we

‘haven't had a governor (from) west of

the river” since the 1030s, Helmer said.
“I'll stack may credentials alongside
anybody's. That's the main thing —
who's going to follow Janklow?"'

move the state forward. Mg Bn’mary concern is to
keep young people in South Dakota. I think Jank-
low's done a great job at that,” he said.

He said encouragement from friends prompted
him to consider getting into the race. He launched a
testing-the-waters campaign in June by hosting a
hospitality suite for delegates during the South Da-
kota Republican Convention in Rapid City.

Helmer is stepping into an already crowded
field.

GOPsters who have expressed interest in running
for the nomination include Lt. Gov. Lowell Hansen
of Sioux Falls; former state Rep. George Mickel-
son, a Brookings lawyer; Secretary of State Alice
Kundert of Pierre; and former U.S. Rep. Clint Ro-
berts, a Presho rancher. Attorney General Mark
Meierhenry of Pierre also has been mentioned as a
possible candidate, but he hasn't made any public
statements of his own.

Helmer said the more, the merrier.

““As far as I'm concerned, the more people in it,
the better chance I've got,” he said. “I love a good
fight. Once a Marine, always a Marine. ... We'll see
where the chips fall.””

Rob Swenson writes a column about politics for
the Argus Leader.
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Water board Oahe

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Members of
the state Water and Natural Re-
sources Board, who are responsible
for conservancy subdistrict contract
obligations beyond this year, have
moved to protect themselves in such
matters.

Four new contracts totaling nearly
$1.5 million, included in the Oahe Con-
servancy Subdistrict 1985 budget pre-
sented to the board here Thursday,
were questioned by Harold Deering, a
lawyer with the state attorney gener-
al’s office.

“In the past we have only been con-
cerned with the lefality of such a con-
tract,” Deering told the board. ‘‘But it
is a lot more important this year be-
cause the water and natural resources
board will be responsible for any new
subdistrict contracts.”

The new water development bill,

assed b{na Lsae«:lal session of the Leg-

lature and then signed into
law by Gov. William J , abo-
lishes the subdistricts at the end of
this year and creates new develop-
ment districts formed around water
projects.

The new water district boards,
which will be elected Nov. 6, will ad-
minister contracts they approve be-
gouznlns‘ in 1985. However, the state

rd is responsible for current sub-
district contract obligations that ex-
tend beyond tll.lls year and any n%w
contracts, such as those proposed by
the Oahe subdistrict.

The proposed Oahe subdistrict bud-
et includes a four-year, $1.1 million
rown County water project con-

contract changes

tract; a $40,000 contract for adminis-
tration of that pro&ect; a four-year,
$400,000 James River Watershed
mject contract and a $25,000 con-

ct for a Rock Rapids, Iowa, con-
sulting firm,

Deering said the contracts don’t
deal with the state board's responsi-
bility if the projects fail and don’t spe-
cifically say for what purposes the
funds can be used.

Board Chairman Robert Helmer of
Belle Fourche told Deering and Tom
Kuntson, Oahe subdistrict general
manager, to revise the contracts and

resent the new versions to the board
n August, when it will vote on the
subdistricts’ 1985 budgets. “Since the
board will end up dealing with these
contracts, I would like you to put some
flesh on them,” Helmer said.

Knutson said the flap over the con-
tracts wasn’t a big problem, but was a
concern. “We just want to make sure
there is some continuity in water de-
velopment through the transition
from subdistricts to the new water
districts,” he said.

The subdistricts must submit 1985
budgets for the board’s approval,
even though the subdistricts won't
exist next year.

The budgets include moner that will
be collected from taxes levied on
counties in the subdistricts. In Jan-
uary, that money either will be trans-
ferred to the new water districts or be
returned to the county, based on how
much of a subdistrict is in a new water
district.
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State has no prospects toreplace
money lost in ETSI deal

By CURT SEIFERT
Argus Leader Capital Bureau
PIERRE — South Dakota has no
immediate pmreu to replace the
Romdnlnur e ment bonanza
lost last week when Energy Trans-
portation Systems Inc, lcrm?d its

planned coal slurry pipe the
state's natural resources official
said Tumda

esday.
But Warren R. Neufeld, sec

of the state water and mm?lur:-y

sources department, also said the de-

mise of ETSI won't put a stop to the

state’'s efforts on other water

projects.

"“There are no realistic W“
a substitute for ETSI,"” ‘eld told
the state water and natural
board. ‘‘But there's still a fi good
chance of seeing authoriza by
of some of our larger
projects,”

South Dakota stood to make up $1.4
billion during the next 50 years se.
Missorui River water from Lake Oahe
near Pierre to ETSI. The consortium
of aner‘chompuuu planned to use
up to 50,000 acre-feet of river water a

ear to flush crushed coal throug: a
3.6 billion, 1,800-mile pipeline from

the Wyoming and Montana coal fields
10 the Soiits

ETSI, however, scrapped plans for
the project a week ago today.
Neufeld told board members during
their regular meeting Tuesday that
because of the project canc
the ETSI water permit rights imme-
diately reverted to them. But he didn't
advocate a plan of action,
the pot
eld um

“We're just sort of |
simmer at this point,” N
After Neufeld's comments, the
board mnlmou‘:l& passed a motion
instructing its staff to investigate all
other options available to the state in
the wake of the ETSI cancellation.
“It's som that we need to
keep on top of," member Ro-
bert Helmer of Bell Fourche said.
Board member James Bell of Rapid
City said: “‘This creates a real prob-
lem for South Dakota today, but also
ives us time to develop other options.
ere are some other options open.”
Under terms of the agreement
reached when the state agreed to ex-
tend the $3 million annual payment
ETSI was to make Feb. 8 to keep its
water right active, no further pay-
ments were to be made if the project

was terminated, Neufeld said.
But the state was paid interest at 25
gorcent above the prime rate on the
6.5 million payment that would have
co;ihe du(:m today, Neu:eld said.
e prime varied from a

perceng to about lgdpercent trt?r‘ﬁml lth"'e
six-month delay, he said.

An ETSI spokesman said earlier
this month that the consortium July 19
sent the state a check for $234,836 in
interest.

But Neufeld also said interest
wasn't paid on all of the money for the
entire six months,

Since June 27, interest was paid ona
$2 million payment that came due
when the state Supreme Court upheld
the legality of the state's permit for
the ETSI water sale, Neufeld said.

Interest was paid since July 1 on the
$1.5 million the state was to have col-
lected because the West River aque-
duct had not been built, he said.

Neufeld said state officials still
aren't sure exactly how much interest
ETSI should have paid, but believe
the payment the consortium made
July 19 is about right.



State maps out
water districts

ol T

or

control l&wuptbt:."aid

Ms. Gundersen, adding that she

wanted to make areas of equita
lations.

*Well, do you have a better proposal-
..ywownyml?" board uul':llt Bob

Helmer of Belle Fource asked Davis.
Board members would get an alternate
proposal W for CENDAK ru-
an ‘sD:::nldo f the proposed
ere’s a wn of the pr
director areas for the six water districts:
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O East Dakota: The proposal calls for
Watertown, Brookings and Madison,
along with the three-mile area surround-
inj the cities, to encompass one munici-
pal district. Sioux Falls would be divided
into two other municipal areas, and all
other inco ed municipalities in the
district would make up the fourthmunic-

area,
The five proposed rural areas in the

district cut through county lines to give

each area a comparable population.

0 James River: The proposal calls for
Aberdeen to have its own municipal di-
rector. The other three municipal areas in
the district are divided up among the rest
of the district’s cities. An alternate prop-
osal calls for the four municipal director

areas 10 be divided by counties,

o “Fhe proposal”
calls for mu areas 10
e ol e g muncral
ties i alo, Brule counties

along with three muncipalities in Gregory
County. A second area includes towns in
ms of Gregory, Charles Mix and

gas counties. A third area includes
all towns in Bon Homnc(.‘opumwdl
as Armour and Delmont in Douglas
County and Dante in Charles Mix
County.

0 CENDAK: The proposal gives Pie-
rre and Huron their own director areas,
with the remaining towns in the district
making up the third municipal director
area. of the four rural areas include
portions of Hand and Hyde counties.

O West Dakota: Rapid City has one of
the municipal areas and the other two
areas also include part of Rapid City. The
rural areas are all in Pennington County.

O West Kiver: Une of the municipal
areas includes some towns in Pennington

mu

the exception of Belvedere. The other
municipal area includes Belvedere, Mid-
land and all the incorporated municipali-
ties in Jones and Lyman counties.
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" Smith said. “We just don't think
're being treated fairly."”
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United Family Farmers praise
water board decision

aly CURT SEIFERT

Leader Capllal Bureau

RRE — that often is
uodduiththom aterundNatu-
“ral Resources
‘the panel’s disa pmval thls week of
contracts recently made by the Oahe
sCoamvmy Subdlmlct Board.
1 “What ?mves is that
le and their elected officials
win major victories when

imously to reject lour‘t?oudmho
contracts — 1.5 million —
!or lm the Jmu River. m

Wut River Connnncg'

bya Iwml that's
out of mﬂ in four mon h“
Schuller said
Most eounues in the Oahe Subdll
trict will not be in new water deve
opment districts that will be crated
Jan. 1 under the new water law.
“'l‘hm contracts never could have
been stopped without the united ef-
forts of many concerned citizens who
took time out during harvest to circu-
late petitions,” Schuller said.

“We never could have this
raid on the taxpayers the as-
sistance of nine county commissions
which were willing to take the issue
to court.

“‘On behalf of United F Farm-
ers, and on behalf of many mﬂy

"‘t‘n‘,’.‘s“.o,{.':‘::n“.’.."‘“’". i n this
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Bob Helmer is testing the water
for a race for governor

Bob Imrie
Reglonal Editor
BELLE FOURCHE — Former Belle

important state government s

And now, the booklet says, he’s ready
for new challenges.

But the only hint that Helmer is runn-
ing for any office is this line: “‘He is
preparing himself for a new commit-
ment to South Dakota in his public life.”

In other words, he is testing the
wauntomlorpmhlt:,u

ment after the first of the year ... if
everything works out, maybe for gover-
m.”

In that field of established and better-
known Helmer has a decid-
ed disadvantage, according one party
regular. Whereas they enjoy the high
visibility afforded by their offices, past
or present, Helmer's name is not well
known,

Another state Republican said that
while Helmer ‘has acquaintances
statewide,” his contacts are ‘‘not as
deep, perhaps,” as others in the runn-

ing.

Helmer, working to build better
name-recognition, hands out his
booklets at meetings, mostly in Eastern
South Dakota, where he is less well-
known. :

“So many people have said they
haven't seen anything like this before,”
he said.

“I have had people tell me wherever
they go that my name is le,"
said Helmer.

He intends to hire a consultant to
analyze his chances, "If my master
plan doesn’t show I am a pretty strong
contender, I can tell you one thing:
Money comes hard, but it is not going to
go down the hole. I am not egotistical
enough to think I can win anyway."

There is no Republican frontrunner
for governor, Helmer said, because the
race is so young. “Janklow has been
such a strong leader that people haven't
thought about a replacement for him."

He is quick to promise a different
style than Janklow's. “I would rather
lead people than push them. Janklow’s

Bob Helmer

leadership was great, but at the same
token, a little more refined operation is
in order."”

Since statehood in 1889, only two
western South Dakotans have been
elected governor: Democrat Tom
Berry of Belvidere (1933-1937) and
Republican Leslie Jensen of Hot Spr-
ings (1937-1939).

Helmer argues the East River-West
River distinction is no longer a major
one. The recently scrapped coal-slurry
pipeline project across Western South
Dakota helped bridge the gap, he said.
“We are getting more accustomed to
working Pud

But Helmer still thinks the governor
and lieutenant governor should come
from different parts of the state.
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Testing the waters

Belle Fourche man has sights on governor’s office

BELLE FOURCHE ﬁAP) — Bob
Helmer, former Belle Fourche
m‘:xor. wants to be governor, but you
couldn’t tell it by the 2,000 campaign
brochures he's handed out.

The uven-g:ge, ize booklet
called Meet elmer, a Dynamic
South Dakotan, describes Helmer asa
native South Dakotan with a long mili-
tary career, a leader who has had im-
portant state &mrnment service.

And now, the booklet says, he's
ready for new challenges.

But the only hint that Helmer is run-
ning for any office is this line: ‘““He is
preparingso mself for a new commit-
l?tm to South Dakota in his public

e.ii

In other words, he is tes the
waters to run for governor in 1986 in a
Republican field that's filling up

earlly.

“I want to get known around the
state,” Helmer, 54, said in his insur-
ance office here. ‘I think we will prob-
ably be thinking of an announcement
after the first of the year ... if every-
thing works out, maybe for gover-
nor.”

Four other R have said

. George Mickelson of Brookings,

of State Alice Kundert and

former Clint Roberts of
Presho.

In that field of established and bet-
ter-known politicians, Helmer has a
decided . Whereas the
others enjoy the visibility afford-
ed by their offices, past or present,
Helmer's name is not a household

Another state Republican said that
while Helmer has acquaintances sta-
tewide, his contacts are not as deep,

i

perhaps, as others in the running.

Helmer, oy to bu{lg“ e
name-recogni ou -
lets at mee mostly in eastern
South Dakota, where he is less well-
known.

““So many people have said they
haven't seen anything like this be-
fore,” he said.

“I have had people tell me wherev-

“about a

that is recogniz-
able. “he intends to hire a consul

but it is not going to go down the hole.
I am not to think I
can win anyway,” he b
There is no Republican frontrunner
for governor because it's so early.
lo::er that o le hamt‘tbouht
peop ven'
lacement for him."”
nl: is q to promise a different

‘I would rather lead people than
push them. Janklow’s leadership was
great, but at the same token, a little
more operation is in order.”

Since statehood in 1889, only two
western South Dakotans have been
Bertyof Belvidere (15351087 and Re.
: ere and Re-
:man Leslie Jensen of Hot Springs
(1937-1939).

Helmer es the east river-west
river distinction no longer is a major
one.
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Huron legislator hints
at running for governor

Janet Lively

Staff Writer

PIERRE — A new toe is testing the
’ol:.mlwmdm"lnnh.pool
at the governor's mansion.

Rep. Ron Volesky, R-Huron, is join-
—uw-

Mickelson, former Congressman
Roberts and Belle Fourche
Helmer ~ who have

attorney

prefers to keep his options open.
Volmmmcuod law since 1980

and is a partner in the firm of Churchill,

Manolis, Freeman and Volesky in

Huron.

The assistant House majority whip

served as the party
County before running for the
Legislature.

He has lived in Huron most of his life

on the Standing Rock Indlan Reserva-
tion. He has degrees from South Dakota
State University and the law school at
the University of South Dakota.



Hansen-LaCroix
ticket pondered |

all indicted interest in seeking the GOP
\ nomination in 1986,

of  “would be one of the people we would
consider. I don't know what Art's in-
terests are."

“You are fortunate to have a mayor
the caliber of Art LaCroix in Rapid Ci-
ty,"” Hansen said. “There’s no question
he is one of the finest, maybe the finest
mayor | have run into in South

H ll:l been compassionate

“He a very
mayor, very concerned about
particularily minorities. He is y
conservative, which I feel ] am. I have
always been very comfortable with.
him,” <

Hansen said he and LaCroix have not
discussed a lieutenant governor can-
didacy.

Balancing the ticket between East
River and West River canddiates isn't
necessary, Hansen said. “More impor-
tant is what point of view you reflect.”

LaCroix is well-known in Rapid City,
Hansen said, "but as to his exposure
elsewhere, I don’t know."”

Mickelson* said he hasn't talked to.
LaCroix about a lieutenant governor
candidacy. :

““Art LaCroix is a very respected and
popular person out there,
some other people out there have talked
to him in those terms."”




South Dakota group
visits South Carolina
waste disposal site

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — A group of
~ South Dakotans on Thursday toured the
low-level radioactive waste disposal
site at Barnwell, S.C., operated by
Chem-Nuclear Systems Inc., the firm
that wants to build a similar disposal
site near Edgemont, S.D.

Jerry Garner, director of public af-
fairs for Chem-Nuclear, said the com-
pany paid all the expenses for the 15-
person group, which included city and
county officials, business leaders, and a
state legislator.

Garner said the trip was part of
Chem-Nuclear's effort to educate South
Dakotans about all facets of the
radioactive waste disposal industry.

Those making trip were Angus An-
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son, a rancher from Wessington; Lee
Brown, Sioux Falls Chamber of Com-
merce; Willy Cope, rancher and Fall
River County commission candidate;
Baron Glassgow, Rapid City Chamber
of Commerce; William E. Johnson,
former director of Investor Owned
Utilities; Rick Knobe, a development
promoter for Aberdeen;

Maurice Magnuson, retired supertin-
dent of schools from Brandon; Mike
Manke, Strawberry Hill Mining Co.;
Jeff D. Nelson, Sioux Falls school
board; Denny Oviatt, Sioux Falls radio
station farm director; Edith Pike,
Federated Womens Club from
Yankton; Lois Schmidt, Federated
Womens Club from Pierre; Ted J.
Thoms, Minnehaha County commis-
sioner; state Rep. Walt Zabel, R-Selby;
and Bob Helmer, former mayor of Belle
Fourche and candidate for governor.
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Election over, but politicians

are lining

Election Dl{ used to signal the silence of
fouucal talk for several months. But, let's
ace it, cam, has become a year-
round ritual that gnaws at the mﬂmz.‘

There was political maneuvering for 1
well before the Nov. 6 election.

With contests for U.S. Senate and governor
up for grabs, early jockeying is necessary
f¢:r g{nose who want to be counted among the
viable.

Today, with 288 hours ticked off the clocks
since winners were declared in the 1984 cam-
paign, political observers look ahead and
see what is developing.

u]

The 1986 Senate race will be the focal point.
IlRiepnblicm Se::l.' James Adb‘tl:ob'; al:s lgn

s supporters the io-uhea raising
money for his re-election bid. Some of his
aides workeddtzll: Republican Senate %alulxr

around the country to sharpen the
political instincts.

Abdnor also has made some personnel
shifts in his office, replacing Vern Loen, his
administrative assistant, with long-time aide
Owen Ambur. The resuit has been a public
perception of a more aggressive Abdnor.

What is ahead for A r in the way of
challengers is uncertain. A potential candi-
dacy by Gov. William Janklow looms. Jank-
lovlvk has tried without success to put an end to
talk that he might fellow Republi-
&R AR el

-a
mucm :rg't willing to take m
word that he won't run.

Neither Lt. Gov. Lowell Hansen nor Secre-
tary of State Alice Kundert will rule out a
Janklow Senate bid, nor will several of his
zlepubllcan supporters in the state Legisla-
ure.

8]
Most believe that Rep. Tom Daschle can
have the Democratic nomination to clullen‘:
Abdnor for the asking. But Daschle says he
noxthlere near a d«l: son. e

east two e are waiting for Daschle
to make up hupmnd on the matter. George
Cunningham, who lost the 1984 Senate elec-
tion to Republican incumbent Larry Pressler,
is considering challenging Abdnor.

up for 86

Cunningham also is contemplating a try for
state Democratic Party clngrmln. He has
decided to return to Watertown from Wash-
:’ngton. D.C., to establish his permanent resi-

ence.

Cunningham may not abandon the idea of a
Senate candidacy even if Daschle does run.

Larry Piersol is the third possible candi-
date to look for in the Senate race. Piersol
says he would be interested if Daschle did not
run. The Sioux Falls lawyer served in the
South Dakota Legislature during the 1970s
and has been promoted by Democrats for
higher office for neverE]l years.

The governor’s race shapes up as a classic
on both sides.

Lowell Hansen is regarded as the favorite
for the Republican nomination. His biggest
challege will come from former House Speak-
er George Mickelson, a Brookings lawyer,
and Secretary of State Alice Kundert. Others
who may consider a bid are Bob Helmer,
former an of the state Board of Water
and Natural Resources; Clint Roberts, for-
mer man; and Attorney General
Mark Meierhenry. State Rep. Ron Volesky of
Huron also has expressed interest in possibly

running.

Mickelson, whose father was once govenor,
is hurting for name identification. To improve
that, he is planning an extensive bill

cam, much like that of LeRoy Hoffman
in l&:.l‘n

a

Democrats should have a better than even
chance of gaii the statehouse, but there is
not any one individual who appears to be able
to ‘gke ndvrn:lu'ge ll:‘g that public mood.

e general feeling among party
is that it is time for a new face. Evemhnouﬁ
former Gov. Richard Kneip shows up on top

party polling, the people looking for a
strong date seem to be turning to Dennis
Eisnach, an incumbent public utilities com-
missioner. Look for Eisnach to make some
visible moves soon to indicate his desire to

run.
Democrats lost former Gov. Harvey Woll-
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David
Kranz

man and state Sen. Bob Samuelson as strong
candidates with Election Day losses. State
Rep. Jim Burg advanced to the Senate, but
most Democrats do not see him as the person
who can pull it off. Sen. Roger McKellips won
an impressive re-election victory, but he is
not the face the party is looking for.

Rep. Lars Herseth, son of former Gov.
Ralph Herseth, also wants a chance. But from
here, that chance looks slim.

The lem is that Herseth has demon-
strated little clout in the state House of Repre-
sentatives. Even though he holds the position
of house minority leader, he has left no mark
of accomplishment.

It looks as though a Herseth nomination
would translate into Democrats conceding the
governorship to the Re_Fubllcau

A ulee&:r could be Tim Johnson, a state
senator from Vermillion who was re-el
without opposition. Johnson has been im-
pressive as a legislator and his name has been
offered as an alternative to the establishment
candidates. Democrats and Republicans ad-
vance his name as a contender,

Consider, also, Ken Stofferahn, public utili-
ties commissioner. Stofferahn’s re-election
victory Nov. 6 keeps him in contention.

Kneip still has an unblemished record at the
polls. He has proven himself one of the most
effective campaigners in the state. Kneip is
running hard. Friends of Kneip have said
he has asked them not to commit themselves
to anyone else. Kneip has picked up visibility
and he has written a letter for state Demo-
cratic Party mml-nillng.e

The letter proved to be controversial for
ukln? a bite out of the party till and for not
mentioning the three statewide candidates:
Cunningham, Daschle and Stofferahn. But
Kneip still has to be regarded as a favorite.

WASHINGTON, D.C. Todd
Jeffery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Jeffery of Deadwood has recently
been nominated by US. Senator
Larry Pressler to the U.S. Air Foree
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and the U.S. Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Md.

Jeffery was one of 10 nominees in
South Dakota to make the list

Area students also nominated to
the Naval Academy was Eric Smuith,
Spearfiskt  Chrstopher  Thomas,
Rapid City; and Mark Anderson of
Newell.

“Over 60 South Dakota high school
seniors and college freshmen applied
through my office for a nominationto
one of the five US. Service Acade-
mies. These individuals were inter-
viewed this past weckend in Sioux
Falls and Rapid City.” Pressler saidin
announcing his nominess for the dass
entering in June 1985

“Each US. Senator and Congress-
man & responsible for nominating in-
dividuals 1o the five US. Service
Academies and | am very grateful to
the members of my Service Academy
Advisory Boards for making their

time available to assst me in thss im-
portant phase of selecting nominess to
the academies.” added Pressler

*l use the competitne method n
sclecting my nominees, and all the ap-
plicants are personally ntery iewed by
the members of one of my advson
boards either in Sioux Falls or Rapd
City,” Pressler ex plained

Members of the West River Adve
sory Board indude Chairman Brig
Gen. Bob Helmer, US. Army Na-
tional Guard. Belle Fourche Mrs. Ca-
role Hillard. Rapid City, Harold
Shunk, Rapid City, Col George Moe,

Jeffery receives Academy nomina_tions

(AUS Retwed), Rapd Cuy, Capt
William *Bil” Rice, US. Navy Infor-
mation Officer, Mobndge and Mns
Norma Anderson. Rapid City

“The sdection process, which s so
vital to me in my efforts to nonunate
South Dakota’s finst men and
women (0 our Service Acadenues, 5
not an casy task because we have so
many well qualified apphcants. Ths »
an excellent opportunity for young
people who want 10 recenv e a supenor
education. and are dedicated to the
prinaples which made our country
great,” Pressler sad '
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Roberts says he’s candidate
for gubernatorial nomination

By DENNIS GALE
Associated Press

Clint Roberts, touting his agricul-
tural experience and knowledge of
the state’s farm lfrobleml, said
Thursday that he will be a GOP can-
didate for governor in 1986.

A formal announcement won’t be
made before spring, he said. Roberts
is a former state senator, state agri-
culture secretary, U.S. congressman
a_m} federal agricultural export offi-
cial.

He said he made his intentions
known early so his friends will know
he’s in the race in light of organiza-
tional efforts by other potential candi-
dates.

The Presho rancher said he will
stress farm economic problems in his
campaign. He said he doesn’t have all
the answers, but his experience gives
him the ability to at least recognize
the problems. Roberts said as gover-
nor, he could exert more power on
behalf of agriculture.

Roberts said hog and cattle raisers
aren’t faring badly but grain farmers
are in real trouble and grain markets
are ‘‘a disaster. It's a total wreck.”

Like many wheat raisers, Roberts
had a bumper crop last year but
“still, I don’t have anything left” be-
cause of low prices.

People like to ascribe blame for the
sour farm economy, but that's not
what's needed, he said. It’s like try-
ing to fix blame during a raging fire
when the first thing that's needed is to
extinguish the blaze, Roberts said.

He said he has just finished taking a
poll that shows him more than 10
points ahead of Lt. Gov. Lowell Han-
sen, who has said he’ll also likely run
for the GOP gubernatorial nomina-

tion.

The poll had a margin of error of
6 percentage points either way.

He said the poll was completed this
week and it showed him ahead of five
others in a potential Republican pri-
mary. Roberts refused to give specif-
ic numbers but he did say Hansen
was second, Secretary of State Alice
Kundert was third, former state
House Speaker George Mickelson
was fourth, state Treasurer David
Volk was fifth and former Belle
F_(;ltlhrche Mayor Bob Helmer was
sixth.
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Janklow record makes top spot popular

oy b There is a great deal Of Infterest in he JOVEMOT'S  primaty ihe winner must ot 35 et
r‘ﬁ?ﬁ Jete sl dei-  Si04 00 for one main reason. Gov. Janklow ~ gent or more of the vote or it goes to
mnrnmmmblwmmm wil have been in there for eight years, and he has Wit tha in mind. some potentia
Texter concative decionet e state @ tremendous track record and a long list of oir .m""“"’mw'“m“"“.,,
; i 9 tion delegates as well as the voters
GOP, said hsuccmthathasmadethatpbmoreappealhg. B0 s
the .over:'o:'s':gtt::l r%‘?‘w“m — Bill Protexter ll‘l;le. am gapgzmuuc Panh;;
Tanklow.wil have been i tere 10" m—————o,OOP SXocutive director, iy o Jnclud g for.

:,'ﬁi ymwundm:e.hn & mom'““"& former House speaker, George Mick- fice — and potential candidates con-
cesses that has made that job more ©s0n of Brookings. sider such things before taking the
appealing.” Other Republicans who have been final plunge, Protexter said.
8- mentioned as ible candidates for  Candidates start running earlier
Janklow, who was first elected in  goyernor inc a former Belle these days because they must build
1978 and re-elected in 1982, is barred Foyrche mayor, Bob Helmer; state their name identification, he said.
by law from serving a third consecu- Rep Ron Vo%ﬂ and 3»». when the first potential candi-
ve term. torney General Mei . date surfaces, others feel compelled
Clint Roberts, former U.S. repre-  Protexter said he doesn’t know lo"follov suit, Protexter said.

sentative and a Presho rancher, an- many candidates still will be Potential candidates want the ex-
nounced last week that he'll seek the when the June 1986 primary posure and publicity of them bein;
GOP torial nomination in e people might be'throw- mentioned as a candidate for of-

water for some time, including see what kind of support they The more candidates in the prima-
tary of State Alice Kundert’ Lt. Gov. muster, he said. It takes lots of time ry, the more likely the chance that
Lowell Hansen of Sioux Falls; and a and money to run for a statewide of- ge Republican convention will have
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if!l!;"ow.,',‘??% job appealin

) the water for in- the final
Mhanh ..........,.."‘..‘.‘."‘m.. e o e
Is a ) Kundert, Lt. Gov. Lowell Hansen of
Q.‘ & Sioux Falls and former House Speaker
promd e T Bl v e b
:%: mentioned as candidates for
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g, GOP lead

Democrats also might have to have
gen nomination settled in a conven-

Many considered the 1970 Republi-
can gubernatorial primary divisive.
In November of that year, the Demo-
crat Kneip won his first election to the
governor's chair.

lo;.i;n‘gl Janklow, “an extremel, luc:
[ and well-received Republican
governor.”

I
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Roberts criticizes
bill to change
primary la'w
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Mickelson to announce
governor candidacy
next fall or winter

Former Republican state Rep. George
Mickelson said he will announce his
candidacy for governor next fall or

winter,

I am going full-bore at that inten-
tion,” he said in Rapid City Friday.
don’t know what would change it. I am
out making sure people know what my
intentions are.” .

The Brookings lawyer served three
terms in the state House of Represen-
tatives, He said he's traveled across the
state in recent weeks ‘‘not campaigning
as such. I am meeting people and talk-
ing about what I see for the future."

He said he would also be in Custer
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Mickelson plans to announce run for governor

Brookings lawyer George Mickelson, a former three-term state
representative, said he will announce his candidacy for governor
in the fall or winter.

“I am going full-bore at that intention,” he said. *‘I don’t know
what would change it. I am out making sure people know what my
intentions are."”

Mickelson is one of five Republicans interested in running for the
GOP nomination for governor next year.

Earlier this month, Lt. Gov. Lowell Hansen said he will make a
formal announcement during next year’s legislative session on
whether he will run.

Also considering running for the nomination are former Congress-
man Clint Roberts; Alice Kundert, secretary of state Alice; and the
former Belle Fourche mayor, Bob Helmer.

Rapid City Journal (Rapid City, South Dakota) 19 Apr 1985, FriPage 2

Kundert forms Miss Kundert, 64, has 17 years ex-

organizing From 1900 1o 1975 s ‘uditor and s

committee IS Gy e R s o
have said they are interested in running

law prohibits Gov. Bill Janklow from
seeking a third consecutive term,

Miss Kundert said that she would
welcome endorsements from GOP of-
ficials and officeholders, but has yet to
receive any. However, she said people
statewide have urged her to run. :

“I've always been a people’s person
and I would be a people’s candidate,"”
Miss Kundert said.

Miss Kundert said she didn't discuss
Friday's announcement with Janklow,
whose office is next door to hers.

“Bill's a very busy guy, I usually only
see him in the hallways,” she said.

Miss Kundert praised Janklow for his
economic development efforts, but said
she would bring more openness to the
governor's office. I would seek more
input from the people, I don't think
enough of that is now done," she said.

Other Republicans mentioned as
gubernatorial candidates are Lt. Gov,
Lowell Hansen, former state House
Speaker George Mickelson, Attorney
General Mark Meierhenry, former U.S,
running. Rep. Clint Roberts and former Belle

“All systems are locked and go, right Fourche Mayor Bob Helmer.
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Roberts says he will run
for governor, not Congress

Bob Imrie

Regional Editor

Another often-mentioned GOP
didate for governor was on the

mmm%

uldluhpldcnythubmnbo
governor, not make another run for
f Congnulnlm as some people have

"Nony.”lnuldvlnauhdﬂho'
runnlu for Congress. "I have been

l!olnm was elected to Congress in
1980 to represent the then-second
district, which included western South
Dakota. He lost to Democrat Tom
Daschle in 1982 when the two in-
cumbents sought the state's lone con-
gressional seat.

“I am committed to being a candi-
date for governor,"” Roberts said.
“When I do an-
nounce, it will be
just a formality. 1
am in the race to
stay, absolutely.
It doesn't make
any difference
how many candi-
dates thereare."

H:L.m;:ho Y
t '-»h-plmnmd." ou
:::"m interested,” he said. ““The en-
conrmmqrthMba-

Dmln‘u.l: it's “ablolmlywomly”
to formally announce his candidacy.
nmmummmmmm

in the race a run-off will be needed after
the June 1986 primary to pick the par-
ty's nominee. But if just three can-
didates are in the race, one will get the
uqul‘:::du percent to win, Roberts

Roberts, 50, is no stranger to three-
way gubernatorial primaries. In 1978,
he finished a distant third in a race
against then Attorney General Bill
Janklow, who won easily, and state
lawmaker LeRoy Hoffman of Eureka.

Janklow completes his eighth year as
governor in 1986 and state law prohibits
him from seeking a third consecutive
term.

After being defeated in his run for
Congress, Roberts had a federal job in
Pierre developing export markets for
the International Trade Administra-
tion. In 1983 he returned to Lyman
County to farm and ranch with his son.
“‘We are like everyone eles. We are hur-
ting,"” said Roberts. “We are hanging
m."

Roberts said interest rates must
come down and foreign markets must
be expanded to strengthen the
agriculture economy. "Thnthmm
take some time."

But Roberts said the state can do
more to help troubled farmers. *‘I think
the main thing we need to do is have
leadership who believe we can do things
in South Dakota and is ready and will-
ing to provide the guidance."

Janklow has said multi-billion federal
deficits and constantly cha
federal farm policies have ca the
economic problems farmers now face.

create jobs within the state.

“It bothers me that we are 50th in the
nation in wage scale and 49th in per
capita income,"”

as ethanol plants, for processing m&
and other agriculture products,
Roberts
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About a dozen consideringrace for governor

CHET BROKAW
AP Writer
PIERRE  About a dozen South

Dakota Democrats and Republicans
are cautiously wetting their political
toes as they test the water before
deciding whether 10 dive into next
vear's race for gosernor.

Alter assessing thenr chances, some
will withdraw trom the pool and leave
the race to the switt and the strong. But
tor now. party members and political
observers are having a great ume
watching potential candidates muke
the opening moves in the 1986 guber-
natorial Gimpaign

Bill Protester. director of the state
Republican Party, sid there's more
interest now i the 1986 governor’s
tace than people showed in the 1984
election just betore last vear’s votng

“Rarely are people so interested this
far ahead of the clection.™ Protexter
said. “People love 1o guess and specu-
late.. That could be a tulltime job
when vou'te talking about the 1986
clection.™

Susan Rodeen, director of the state
Democratic Party, sud the large hield
of potential candidates has been drawn
by the fact that Republican Gov Bill
Janklow can’t seek re-elecuon next
vear danklow was tist elected i 1978
and re-elected in 1982, but he s karred
by law trom seehing o third term

“The seat s more or less up tor

grabs. and everyone wants to test the
water and see how popular they are.”
M. Rodeen sand.

Protexter and Ms. Rodeen sa:d they
expect the hield of gubernatonal candi-
dates to be narrowed considerably,
probably to no more than several in
cach party, by the time the primary
clection season begins early next year.

Republicans frequently mentioned
as possible candidates for governor
are Lt Gov. Lowell Hansen, former
state House Speaker George Mickel-
son, Secretary of State Alice Kundert,
former LS. Rep. Clint Roberts, At-
torey General Mark Meierhenry, and
former Belle  Fourche Mayvor Bob
Helmer

State Rep. Ron Volesky, R-Huron,
also has considered running tor gover-
nor, but he now seems to be leaning
more toward a race for the US.
House.

Among Democrats named as poten-
tal candidates are: former Govs. Ri-
chard Kneip and Harvey Wollman,
state House Democratie Leader Lars
Herseth, and state  Public Utilities
Commissioners Ken Stolferahn and
Dennis Fisnach.

Assistant - Senate  Democratic
Leader him Burg and Rapd City
businessman Keith Danley are abo
possible candidates”

In recent months. possible contend-
¢rs in each party have announced that

they plan to announce later. have set
up committees to test for possible
support and have hired consultants.
For example, Mrs. Kundert cilled a
press conference to dispel rumors that
she wouldn't run. Roberts sid he's
running but won't formally announce
for a while. And some candidates, like
Herseth, already have passed out cam-
paign signs and buttons,

There's a method to the politncal
madness being played out as the candi-
dates so actively wait to make it official
or fade from the scene.

“It helps them get their name spread
around, got some name recognition
and get their name identification built
up.” Rodeen said. ;

The early maneuvering helps candi-
dates line up support in each county
and find out it they have enough
support to make the race worthwile.
With everyone expecting the field of
candidates to dwindle by the primary
campaign, such early work is essential.

“It's just background work that has
1o be done before you decide to jump
in with both feet — surveving the land.
as 1t were” Protexter said.

Some party members also face o
problem as they decide who to support
and when to jJump on the bandwagon
Backing a candidate who becomes
governor can sometimes pay divi-
dends. so some party members are
worried they might make a mistahe.



Herseth wants
nomination
for governor

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Stressing
agriculture and education, R. Lars
Herseth, son of former Gov. Ralph
Herseth, says he'd like to serve in the
job his father held 26 years ago.

The Houghton rancher says that even
though he hasn’t made a formal an-
nouncement, he's running for the
Democratic nomination no matter
what. He's been in the state House of
Representatives from Brown County
since 1975.

Herseth said he is spending the early
part of his campaign trying to build
what politicians call “name ID.” In
other words, making sure people hear
all about them.

After candidates are well-known,
then voters will judge them on their
abilities and the issues, he said.

“You have to give them a perception
that you can lead and that you have a
vision of where you want to go,”
Herseth said.

Herseth, 38, hired Larry Thompson,
former state Democratic Party ex-
ecutive director, to run his campaign,
Herseth is one of about a dozen politi-
cians who have been mentioned as
potential entrants in the 1986 governor's
race, Two-term Gov, Bill Janklow is
barred by law from seeking a third
term

Other Democrats who have said they,
too, are interested in the race include
former Gov. Richard Kneip and Public
Utilities Commission members Dennis
Elht&“mmhmwu

: ve
to be in a primary election next Jume
but that there likely will be one. And if it
comes down to a race between three or
more contenders, he said he, thinks he
can get the required 35 percent to avoid
a primary runoff. The percentage isn’t
hard to get if a candidate becomes
popular, according to Herseth.

Among GOP faithful interested in
succeeding fellow Republican Janklow
next year are Lt. Gov. Lowell Hansen,

of State Alice Kundert,
former Belle Fourche Mayor Bob
Helmer, Brookings lawyer George

Rapid City Journal (Rapid City, South Dakota) 09 Jun 1985, SurPage 7

Mickelson, and former U.S. Rep. Clint
Roberts — who has predicted Herseth

face if he wins a primary,
“I've left most of the predicting up to
Clint Roberts ... because I like his
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Lowell Hansen
forms committee
for governor’'s race

Rapid City Mayor Art LaCroix and

former South Dakota Gov. Joe Foss

have joined a campaign committee to

u::mu.oov.unnmm
's next governor.

The committee, called South
Dakotans to Keep a Republican Gover-
nor, has nearly 100 members, including
21 from western South Dakota. It will

chairman.

Last fall, LaCroix was mentioned in
some GOP circles as a possible lieute-
nant governor candidate on a Hansen
ticket, but at the time he said he wasn’t
interested.

Hansen is one of five Republicans in-

natorial nomination in 1986. Gov. Bill
Janklow, who will have been in office
eight years, cannot seek a third term.
Other possible candidates are former
Congressman Clint Roberts, Secretary
of State Alice Kundert, Brookings at-
torney George Mickelson and former
Belle Fourche Mayor Bob Helmer.

Besides LaCroix, others western
South Dakotans on Hansen's committee
are Barbara Bates Gunderson, Neil
Clarke, Chuck Lien, Dr. Gordon
Magnusson, Jim Nelson, State Sen.
Lyndell Petersen and Dr. Carl
Stonecipher of Rapid City; Ken Barker,
Ed Goss and Pete Goodwin of Belle
Fourche; Jeff Erickson of Edgemont;
Eddie Clay and Mayor Carl Oberlitner
of Hot Springs; Dave Geisler of Murdo;
John Hauer of Piedmont; Kay Jorgen-
son and state Rep. Harvey Krautschun
Jr. of ; Howard Owens of
Sturgis; Bill Hustead of Wall, and Bob
Adrian of White River,
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An interesting primary election season in prospect

Members of both political parties in South Dakota will sit
down to a full plate when primary election season rolls
around next spring.

In view of the announced and unannounced-but-running
candidates for state and national office, the primary
lineups will contain more well-known political figures than
there has been for some time.

Although incumbent Republican Jim Abdnor is the only
announced candidate for U.S. Senate, speculation is rife
that Gov. Bill Janklow will decide to make it at least a
two-man race in the Republican primary.

On the Democratic side, Tom Daschle is the pivotal
figure as far as national office is concerned. Potential
Democratic candidates are holding off to see if Daschle
will seek the Senate seat or try for another term in the
House of Representatives. Whichever position he decides
to go for, Daschle probably will have an unopposed road to
the nomination and the field will be open for Democratic
candidates for the office Daschle doesn't seek.

Ron Volesky of Huron, Al Scovell of Rapid City, and
Scott Heidepriem of Miller, all members of the South
Dakota Legislature, are gearing uf for the GOP
nomination for Congress. If Daschle chooses to go for the
Senate, we expect to see more Republican candidates
emerge for the House seat nomination in the hopes of
taking on a léss formidable Democratic opponent than
Daschle in the fall of 1986.

The real donnybrook on both sides of the ballot will

torial primaries. Although only two
candidates, Lars Herseth of Houghton and
former Gov. Richard have formally announced
B o Kok b e everythng b
mocra ve ve
fo:l-mll b:nl:mmu tlu{o will 'b;.h the r:cla >
tw teresting to see the impact of Kneip’s Friday
announcement on Democratic candidates.
&p':a“:dmoum' m:umny for wg b
viewed as an a
as Ken Stofferahn and Dennis Eisnach, both Public
Utilities Commissioners, to slip in while front-runners
Herseth and Kneip split up the bulk of the Democratic
vote. On the other hand, potential candidates may decide
to let Herseth and Kneip go at it one-on-one and opt to try
for either the U.S. Senate or House nomination depending
on what Daschle does.
Al there has been no formal announcements for
gubernatorial nomination, Lt. Gov. Lowell
Hansen of Sioux Falls, George Mickelson of Brookings,

former Congressman
of Presho and Bob Helmer of Belle Fourche
all have let it be known in one way or another that they

definitely will be in the S:mnry race.

If there is anything to the old saying about the more the
merrier, it should certainly be a merry primary election
season.

come in the
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Helmer undecided about
entering governor race

Former Belle Fourche mayor Bob
Helmer s *‘still really interested” in

about his candidacy until

November.

Although ‘‘things look really
good”" now, Helmer said that “we'll
know more by the fall

In the meantime, Helmer, an in-
surance salesman, said that he will
not do any fundraising, but will con-
tinwe to talk to groups around the
state and hand out a booklet outlin-
ing his background.

Helmer, a8 Republican, said that
his ¥aried background is the key to a
poasible victory.

“Just stack my record along
anybody else’s,” be said

Among s credits, Helmer lists
six years &8 mayor, six years on the
state Board of Water and Natural
Resources, 12 years on the Old West
Trail commission, X years in the in-
surance business and four years in
the Marine Corps. He has been in the
National Guard since 1957 and was

assistant adjutant general for one

year.

In addition, Helmer said he is a
farmer and & rancher.

“I've been in debt and I'm still in

debt,” he said.
Because of his knowledge of
his business sense and
his “horse sense,” Helmer said he'd
be able to help lead the state out of
its hard times. Things will be tough

4

decisions and let other people
gather up the prodblems
afterwards, " Helmer said

In all, ' think I have more to offer

energy.
“If 1 go, I want to pull all the plugs
and go to win," Helmer said.
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Roberts announces he

will run for

Congressional District for one term.

Agriculture would be a major thrust
in a Roberts administration, he said.

“Like so many other farmers and
ranchers in the state, I've seen the good
times and the bad times in agriculture,
But recently there haven't been very
many good times in agriculture, and
that concerns me greatly.”

The Presho rancher said he has
always tried to be a forceful spokesman
for farmers and ranchers and has work-
ed to expand export markets.

“In my tenure as South Dakota
secretary of agriculture, we exported
more farm products in those two years
than were exported in the state's
89-year history combined,” Roberts
said. ‘“As an international trade
representative, I helped form a first-in-
the-nation export trading company bet-
ween state government and private
industry.”

State government can do more to in-
crease exports, he said. One way would
be to return the state’s agricultural

program from the Depart-
ment of State Development to the state
Agriculture Department, according to
Roberts.

governor

. Roberts also sald more must be done

5

products

Clint Roberts

to all the people of our state to lead
them into a better future,” he said.

Other Republicans who have said
they might run for governor include Lt.
Gov. Lowell Hansen, Brookings lawyer
George Mickelson, Secretary of State
Alice Kundert and former Belle Four-
che Mayor Bob Helmer.

Three Democrats already have an-
nounced for their party’s nomination:
Public Utilities Commission member
Ken Stofferahn, former Gov. Richard
Kneip and state Rep. Lars Herseth,
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Politicians have jumped to early campaign start

CHET BROKAW
AP Writer

already

that features about' two dozen po-
tential candidates for the three top-
of-the-ticket races.

In coffee shops, barber shops and”
street corners across the state, peo-
ple sometimes ask why election
campaigns seem to be growing in
length. ‘

But there are good reasons why
some pptential candidates started
lining up support years in advance
of the 1986 election and a half dozen
even announced their candidacies
nearly a year before next June's

primary.

No incumbent will be in the 1986
governor's race because ular
Republican Gov. Bill Janklow is

term. That proyides aspiring politi-
cians from both parties the first
real shot at the governor’s office
since Janklow was elected in 1978.

Next year is also the time when
the state’s lone member of the U.S.
House, fourth-term Rep. Tom Da-
schle, will probably take a shot at
running for the Senate. If Daschle
does go for the Senate seat, it will
mark the first time since 1978, when
South Dakata had two seats in the

' HoiidE, that a congressional race

hasn’t featured an incumbent.

Even Republican Sen. Jim Abd-
nor, who's seeking re-election next
year, could face opposition in the
primary. Janklow has said he's con-
sidering challenging Abdnor for the
GOP Senate nomination.

If the three heavyweights —
Janklow, Abdnor and Daschle —
wind, up in the Senate contest, the
race for governor and the House
will be left to a long list of relative
newcomers and former office-
Il:oldkers hoping to make a come-

ack.

With the opening left by Jank-
low's departure, four Democrats
and five Republican's are eyeing a
bid for the governor's office. And
since Daschle is likely to enter the
Senate race, two other Democrats

and nine Republicans are consider-
ing-running for his House seat.
Fearful of being left behind by
the pack, the score or more of
potential contenders in the races
for the House and governor’s office
have moved early to get their

' names knewn.

The large cast of contenders has
had to get organized quickly so they
can compete for the key supporters
in each county and the limited
amount of financial campaign con-
Aributions available. And as the
science of election campaigns

+  grows more sophisticated, the busi-

ness of campaigning becomes
more and more expensive.

Democrats who have already an-
nounced their candidacies for gov-
ernor are state House Democratic
Leader Lars Herseth, former Gov.
Richard Kneip and Public Utilities
Commissioner Ken Stofferahn.
PUC Commissioner Dennis Eisn-
¢S also considering the gover-
nor's race.

Former U.S. Rep. Clint Roberts

.is the only Republican to announce

for governor so far, but others look-
ing at the race are Lt. Gov. Lowell
Hansen, former House Speaker
George Mickelson, Secretary of
State Alice Kundert and former
state Water and Natural Resources
Board President Bob Helmer.
"Meanwhile, state Sens. Tim
Johnson and Jim Burg are consid-
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sup-
port from 47
percent of the 400 registered
Republican voters in

Roberts

;5
i
Hl

£
_t -
5

£
E

s
i
:

£
i

i

i

E

1

b

:

2
 §

ering running for Congress if Da-
schle doesn't seek re-election. GOP
state Sen. Ron Volesky and former
congressional candidate Larry
Mangels have already announced
for the House race, but Mangels has

since announcing

been inactive .
Other l:.l:rnulem eyeing the con-
gressiol race are state Reps.
Scott Heidepriem and. Al Scovel,

-stede- Sen. Gary Hanson, former

state Sen. Don Frankenfeld, former

congressional candidate Dale Bell

and state Treasurer David Volk.

Boctetkiy dodih Mekemeey s
re e

dul:o mentioned as a possible candi-

te.

The long list of candidates and
potential candidates could lead to a
lack of space this week at the Re-
W and Democratic booths at

State Fair, which every year
offers politicians their greatest
chance to meet large numbers of
voters face to face,

But the modern business of win-
ning elections involves more than
just shaking hands and talking to
voters one on one, It also demands
sophisticated, nsive advertis-
‘ing and public opinion polling.

Fearing they’'ll be crowded out in
the rush for name recognition and
campaign financing, South Dako-
ta's growing list of announced and
potential candidates is getting a
very early start.

that he can win a statewide 4
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