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.ŜƭƭŜ CƻǳǊŎƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 5/L 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

BELLE FOURCHE Mayor Bill Jewett has fired Belle Fourches police chief after reading a 
report on his conduct compiled by the state Division of Criminal Investigation. 
 
By Tom Lawrence | Mar 31, 2006 
 

John Wainman was fired Friday morning, slightly more than a year after he took the job. A brief press release 
issued by Belle Fourche City Attorney Dwight Gubbrud on behalf of the mayor states: "After careful and 
thoughtful deliberation, I have determined that the best interests of the City of Belle Fourche and its citizens 
demanded removal of John Wainman as chief of the Belle Fourche Police Department. Wainman was relieved 
of his duties effective the morning of Friday, March 31. 
 
"Sgt. Thomas Maunders will serve as commanding officer of the Belle Fourche Police Department until a new 
chief of police is appointed by the newly-elected mayor." 
 
Wainman was unavailable for comment Friday. He had worked for the police department for more than 20 
years and was a lieutenant with the department for several years before he was named chief in January 2005. 
The department had nine officers before he was fired. 
 
Butte County Sheriff Fred Lamphere said the DCI performed a report on internal conduct in the Belle Fourche 
Police Department. 
 
"Im not involved in the investigation," Lamphere said. "LΩƳ aware that they have conducted an investigation. 
LǘΩǎ not criminal in nature. To my knowledge no criminal charges are being considered. He said the DCI report 
was submitted to the Belle Fourche city attorney, who shared it with the mayor this week. This morning the 
mayor told city staff he had fired the police chief. 
 
Jewett said he received the "final report" from DCI this week but declined to answer other questions. 
 
Sara Rayburn of S.D. Attorney General Larry Longs office confirmed Friday that DCI investigated Wainman 
and results had been given to the Buttes County States Attorney Jim Seward. 


