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bus nessman

Larry Is an avid fossil collector and
baseball player. At present, he's a
seventh grader at oosevelt
School; in the future he'd like to
enter the Air Force and become a

pllot

is our carrier to subscribers
on ingsbury, Jackson and Eighth
through Tenth Avenue in Belle
Fourche. He says he appreciates
his route most for ‘‘the money!"’

Being a carrier can hel dp to build a
savings account — and give you
spending money when needed.
Call us for how you can become a
carrier. We're at 342-0280.
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Sometimes the last link in
the chain is the most important!
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Clay
Riley, Grady Shuck, Derry O'Sullivan, J.D. Shuck, Jim Collins, Joe Coll
Mitzi Mclivain, Tami Jensen, Kathy Caflisch, Betsy Magnell, Polly Humann,
Tonya Buchholz. Coach: Dan Backens.
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Spearfish teams

capture
conference runs

race ina time of 16:19,

Custer's Lisa Darley won the girls' ti-
tle in 10:47.

Spearfish also won the boys' junior
varsity team with 10
points. Matt Sleep of Spearfish won the
race in 17:29 in front of 26 runners.

LAY ““hbxﬁ“% Derry O'Suliven,
. '."m 13 om
fon, Doug, 17:40; 18, Scott VanOrman, m.zmu'a

1, Lisa Darley, Cu, 10:47; 2, Shelll Koistinen, Sp,
11:1; 3, Heather Rehfeld, 5p, 11:20; 4, Carsio Littie,
S0, 11:21; 5, Tammy Walker, Cu, 11:22; 6, Laura Pat-
fon, BF, 11:24; 7, Shanna Newland, BF, 11:25; §, Pen- -
. UM. “.p "n» ’c m*"”.‘ﬂo ”c "3‘-

10, Christy Young, Cu, 11:49; 1), Betsy Magnell,
BF, 11:51; 12, Leslie Massa, Cu, 12:01; 13 Shelly
Davis, 5p, 12:02; 14, Nicki Orth, Doug, 12:07; 15, Lise

L
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), Denise Scott, S1, 13: 11,
30, Sabra Stephens, HS, 13:30; 31, Christina Olson,

?

:31; 8, Bobby
R , 18:38; 9, Aaron Braun, 5p, 18:45; 10,
J. Thorman, Sp, 18:46. ‘
Girls Junior Varsity
Individual resylts

A

1. Lisa Moe, Sp, 11:57; 2. Melissa Walkins,
13:08; 3. April King, Lead, 13:14; 4, Kathy

BF, 13:19; § Polly Humann, BF, 13:30; 6, T

Harris, Sp, 13:40.
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Stevens JV, Thorpes
teams win runs

BELLE FOURCHE — Pine Ridge boys
and Rapid City Stevens JV girls won
team honors in the Belle Fourche In-
vitational cross country meet
Thursday.

Pine Ridge placed first with 12 points.
Stevens JV won the girls division with

17 points. s

won the boys division in 17:13 while
Jana Fanske of Wall won the girls divi-
sion in 11:18,

Boys division

Team points

Pine Ridge 12, Spearfish 45 Sturgis 82, R.C.
Stevens JV 99, Red Cloud 103, Douglas 111, R C. Cen
tra 117, Belle Fourche 127, Custer 129, Lead 132,
Individual resuits

1, Narcisse Red Kettle, Crazy Morse, 17:13; 2,
Chris Whiting, Pine Ridge, 17:17; 3, Ken Goings, PR,
17:27; 4, Boyd Kills Back, PR, 17:3; 5 Cecil
LeGrande, Douvglas, 17:47; 6, Mike Reed, 51 Mar-
tin's, 18:00; 7, Rob Kaiser, SM, 16:01; 8, Matt Sleep,
Speartish, 18.08; 9, Chris Lone Elk, PR, 18:13.

10, Jason Hanson, Sp, 18:14; 11, Charlie Janis, Red
Cloud, 18:19; 12, John Garnier, PR, 18:21; 13, Calvin
Janis, PR, 18:25; 14, Troy Roth, Sturgis, 18:28; 15,
Dave Juso, Lead, 18:32; 16, Adam Reiser, 51, 18:34,
17, Lyle Weston, RC, 18:38; 18, Lester Penning, Belle
'wac 18:4); W. SCO" M"ro ”o "1‘.

20, Taz Sears, Sp, 18:50; 21, Alan Scott, Custer,
19:52, 22, Troy Mack, RCSJV, 18:5), 23, Cori
Koistinen, ”o 18:5). "r Lennie Plerce, RCSJVO
18:53; 25, Tre Ventling, Cu, 19:03; 26, Greg Scholtz,
Sp, 19:07; 27, R. Richards, CH, 19:08; 28, Greg
?n:gucm. RCC, 19 10; 29, Marshall Schneider, St,

9:12.

30, Bryon Dathe, Lead, 19:15; 31, Scott Gengler,
RCC, 19:20; 32, Dave Jallo, RCSJV, 1925 13, JeH
Delaney, Sp. 19:26; 34, Gary O'Sullivan, BF, 19:27;
19:37; 37, Ken Lebrun, RCSJV, 19:40; 34, Gary Nor
fon, Douglas, 19:43; 39, Jason Roberdeau, S, 19 44,

40, Chad Kralt, Doug, 19 47, 41, Mike Poor Bear,
P'u ":ﬂ.‘ Q. "M Cﬂulﬂh .‘o "”n' 0. JM
Dorman, Sp, 20:01; 44, Kevin Alleger, RCC, 20:09; 45,
M. Brings Plenty, RC, 20:15, 4, Peter Haas, RCC,
”:”; "o 'f!" .'“O CU. ””l ‘a YM .."h‘u s'o
20:31; @9, Scott Sandman, RCC, 20:52.

S0, Richard Wendland, RCSJV, 21.08; 51, Cory
Puhiman, St, 21:07; 52, Chris Atwater, Doug, 21:08;
Trent Moller, RCSJV, 21:22; 54, Gary Evert,
Doug, 21:26; 55, Larry Pourler, RC, 21:3); %, Bill
Garrett, 51, 21:36; 57, Trent Knight, RCSJV, 2). 48,
S8, Kevin Waterson, Lead, 22:05; 9, Todd Cralg,

60, Somehal Klinradel, Doug. 22 35; 8), Larry

Rohi, BF, 22:37; 62, Wayne Wright, RCC, 23.10; &3,

Piotrowski, RCSJV, 23:14; &4, Jamie Richard,

V, 13:22; 65, Eric Easimo, Lead, 23:32; 66,
Hand, Cu, 26 20

g 8

§6i

Cedar Face, PR, 1829 2. Ben Weasel
18:45; 1, Jim Kyte, Sp, 1910, 4, Rod Siet
112; 5 Tony Running Horse, PR, 19: 14,
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JV 17, Custer 41, Douglas 57, Wall 45,
88, Belle Fourche 94, R .C. Central 110,

-%gf
:

, Jana Fanske, Wall, 11:18, 2. Brenda Waugh,
Hulet!, Wyo., 11:21; 3, RacAnn Romn, Muletr, 11:48; 4,

na, RCSIV, 11:57; 5 Jenny Raytield, Sp.
Ann Molmann, RCSJV, 1202 7, Terry
Johnson, RCSJV, 12:08, 6, Shannon Malverson, Cu,
12:15. 9, Annalee Ventling, Cu, 12:16

0, Simmons, Hill City, 12.20, 11, Paula
Eyster, Doug, 12:21; 12, Casey Netson, HC, 12:26, 13,
Deb Gobrigtson, RCSJV, 12:26, 4, Sue Michell,
RCSIV, 12:30; 18, Carrie Rasmussen, RCSJV, 12: &0
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and Larry Rohlf
Clz:uyl Hagemann, Larry Rohlf

and Larry Roh!f
will marry July 11.

Their parents are Tim and Lorraine
Hagemann of Sturgis and Louise
Rohlf of Belle Fourche.

graduated from Sturgis
Brown High School in 1989 and from
the National Academy of Nannies in
1990. She is employed with Black
Hills Special Services Cooperative in
Belle Fourche. Rohlf is a 1987 grad-
uate of Belle Fourche High School.
He is employed with Nash Finch in
Belle Fourche.

Rapid City Journal (Rapid City, South Dakota) 20 Aug 1993, FriPage 14

1102
Larry Rohlif

of Belle Fourche

Won the
Carousel
Horse

We of the Fair's
Ceramic Bldg, want to
thank everyone for

their support,
56 you next year!
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-{ Toxic training I

Journal photos/Steve McEnroe

Team effort: People from a number of area emergency crews
and businesses participated in a hazardous materials training session
Friday at the Sturgis Fire Department. Above, three men in protective
a:ar use a binary mixture to plug a “toxic” leak in a barrel. Larry

hif of the Belle Fourche Fire Department, who is the Butte County
hazardous materials officer, applies the patch material while Brian
Maschino of the Meade County Search and Rescue Team, left, and
Robert Toland stand by with additional patch material.

At right, La-
Verne Her-
manson, Meade
County haz-
ardous materi-
als coordinator,
left, and Rho-
nda Jolley of
the Meade
County Decon-
tamination
Team, right,
help Robert To-
land of OHM
Remedial Ser-
vices into a suit.
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Plant workers taken to hospital

M Bentonite plant
employees apparently
inhaled hazardous
substance.

By Jan Kaus
Northern Hills Bureau

An unspecified number of
employees of the Bentonite
Performance
Colony, Wy0. inerals
Colony were taken Tuesday
morning to Lookout Memorial
Hospital in Spearfish after a
few suffered reactions from
apparently inhaling some type
o?dust or fumes at the plant.

Samples of the suspected
dust were sent to Lookout
Memorial and later tested by
specialists from Rapid City's
hazardous-materials team. No
results were avaflable at news
deadline.

To quell any concerns in
light of widespread threats
across the country, Dr. Jeff
Anderson of Lookout Memorial
said, “Anthrax is not a con-
cern at this time."

Two men who were most di-
rectly affected, whose names
were not released Tuesday,
were transported by the Belle
Fourche ambulance service
just after 11 a.m.

Anderson said one man
was treated and released and
that the other was admitted
and was in stable condition
Tuesday evening.

The plant's safety director,
Marshal Sudrala, commented
little on the situation, saying
more information would be re-
leased today when officials
knew more specific details.

He said only two people
were affected, although other
sources say several people
were taken to the hospital.

Anderson confirmed that
others were brought in for
evaluation, although no num-
bers were released.

“They called us out around
10:15 a.m., saying a couple of
guys were suffering the effects
of some dust or fumes coming
out of the back of a truck
trailer,” Belle Fourche Fire
Chief Ken Fernan said. “They
transported four people in
ambulances to Lookout Memo-
rial Hospital, and they took
more in later to check them
out.”

Butte County Hazmat Coor-
dinator Larry Rohlf said, “A
company bus was loaded with
workers who were taken in to
be checked out. I'm not certain
if they were taken to the hospi-
tal in Spearfish or to a clinic in
Belle Fourche."

Rohlf said it is uncertain
what caused the reaction but
that several workers on the
scene said it was something
coming from the back of the
truck.

The out-of-state truck had
Just delivered a load of fiber-
glass shower stalls to Dead-
wood, Rohlf said, before stop-
rlng in Colony to pick up a
oad of bentonite.

He sald that, because of the
reactions the two men were
having, the scene had to be
treated as a hazardous-materi-
als situation — which meant
that even ambulance person-
nel could not provide treat-
ment until the hazardous-ma-
terials team cleared the scene.

Rohlf said that caused some
impatience toward ambulance
personnel by people at the
plant.

“They arrived about three to
five minutes before we did, but
they were just doing their job,”
Rohlf explained. “They're sup-
posed to wait until the scene is

Jan Kaus/Journal staff

A hazardous-materials vehicle is parked Tuesday mqrning
at the Bentonite Performance Minerals plant. Entrance to
the Colony, Wyo., plant was denied while an investigation

at the plant was under way.

cleared. With a haz-mat situa-
tion, responders can't just
rush in without any kind of
protection. They had to wait
for fire units to arrive with self-
contained breathing appara-
tus. That's true in any haz-
ardous-material situation. It's
spelled out under a federal
code of regulations regarding
hazardous-waste operations
and emergency response.”

When asked If fi
dust could be a likely culprit,
Rohlf said, “Fiberglass dust, if
you're not wearing some type
of mask over your face, can ir-
ritate, but to have a reaction
like these guys were suffering
is pretty uncommon.”

Fernan said hazardous-ma-
terials team members took
samples of the dust from the

truck, triple-bagged it and sent
it with the ambulance crew to
the hospital.

“We don't have the equip-
ment to test that kind of stuff,”
Fernan said. “We have a haz-
mat team, and our people are
all trained, but not as fully as
Rapid, of course, We don't have
the equipment they have.”

Anderson called the haz-
ardous-materials team from
Rapid City. He said no out-of-
the-ordinary precautions were
deemed necessary at the hos-
pital.

“We're using our usual, uni-
versal precautions — gloves,
yes; masks, not in this particu-
lar instance.”

Questions or comments? Contact re-
porter Jan Kaus at 642-8822 Ext. 11, or
at jan.kaus@rapidcityjournal.com.
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Notes

Belle PD

welcomes new face

BELLL FOURCHE — The Belle
Fourche City Council approved the hir-
ing of a new secretary for the Belle
Fourche Police Department Monday.
After reviewing several applications and
conducting interviews, police chief Rob
Hansen recommended the city hire
Geneva Kay Kornemann for the posi-
tion. Her first day will be Monday,
March 22.

— Heather Murschel

Mayoral candidate
forum slated for

Belle Fourche

BELLE FOURCHE — Four candi-
dates have put their hat in for the open
mayoral seat in Belle Fourche. In order
to make an informed decision when vot-
ing for the new mayor, arca residents
arc cncouraged to attend a public forum
at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 25.
Sponsored by the Center of the Nation
Business Association, the event will
give an opportunity to give all four can-
didates a chance to make opening state-
ments and answer questions. The [our
candidates running for mayor include
Gary Hendrickson, Henry Nore, incum-
bent Dave Schneider and T.arry Rohlf.

—Heather Murschel

Mountain lion

meetings planned

NORTHERN HILLS — Game, I'ish and
Parks Department officials will go across
the state in the next few weeks to visit with
South Dakota residents about mountain
lions. The information gathered from the
meetings will be used to develop revisions
to the current mountain lion management
plan in April, and then the draft will be
made available to the public for additional
comment. The management plan will be
adopted in time [or the August Game, Fish
and Parks Commission meeting, when the
mountain lion hunting season will be pro-
posed. Informational meeting locations and
times will be posted on the Game, Fish and
Parks Web site at www.sdgtp.info under
“What's New.” The Spearfish mecting will
be held from 6-8 p.m. on March 22 at the
Holiday Inn and the Rapid City meeting
will be held from 7-9 p.m. on April 1 at the
Best Western Ramkota.

—Sara Koch

Donnie Smith Day
SPEARFISH — Mayor Jerry Krambeck
has proclaimed March 28 as Donnie Smith
Day in Spearlish. Smith was one of the
founders of the Hamsters Club approxi-
mately 32 years ago and has been involved
in numerous fundraisers and cvents in the
area, has been [eatured in Ilot Bike
Magazine and was inducted into the

Sturgis Iall of Fame in 1995. e will
be presented with a “key to the city.”
—Sara Koch

Dog Park
bid opening

SPEARFISIT — The bid opening lor
the Speartish Dog Park project has been
set for 10 a.m. on April 12. The new
fenced-in dog park will be located on
State and Grant Streets.

—Sara Koch

Elkhorn extension
bid rescheduled

SPEARFISH — The bid opening
for the Elkhorn Ridge North Service
Road extension has been rescheduled
from March 29 to April 12 at 10 a.m.

—Sara Koch

Bids and

proposals

SPEARFISH — The Spearfish
City Council has accepted a proposal
from Nold Excavating for the City
Campground Waterline Project at a
price of $12,373.11. Council mem-
bers also awarded the bid for the
Colorado Boulevard Water Main
Replacement project to Spearlish
Excavating at a price of $258,324.42.
Jenner Equipment's proposal was
accepted for a Bobcat utility vehicle
at a price of $3,836 and a proposal
from Cummins Central Power LLC
was acceptled for a yearly generator
maintenance agreement at a price ol
$3,420.

—Sara Koch
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Belle Fourche
mayoral forum
Thursday

BELLE FOURCHE — Belle Fourche
residents will vote for their new mayor in
April. However, in order to make an
informed vote, the Center of the Nation
Business Association has organized a
Mayoral Candidate Forum. The public is
encouraged to attend the event at 5:30
p-m. on Thursday, March 25 at the
American West Steakhouse and Lounge at
1807 Fifth Ave., in the lower level confer-
ence room. Four candidates are vying for
the municipality's highest office. They
include incumbent Dave Schneider, Gary
Hendrickson, Henry Nore and Larry
Rohlf. The format will include opening
statements from each candidate, questions
from those in attendance followed by clos-
ing comments. Coffee and cookies will be
served.

— Heather Murschel

Sound system

" Notes

possibility for
Deadwood Rec

Center
DEADWOOD — Deadwood City
Commissioners said they need more infor-
mation before they approve a new sound
system for the Deadwood Rec Center.
Deadwood Public Works Director jR

Raysor made the request Monday during
the commission's regular meeting. He said
the sound system would allow for employ-
ees to utilize it as a paging system, but it
would also provide music to the center's
patrons. Raysor said that he would get all
of the information in regards to total cost
and installation and get back to the com-
mission with answers at next Monday's
meeting. He did note that the conduit sys-
tem 1s already in place, so the city would
only need to purchase the receivers, the
microphones, the wiring and the speakers.
The Deadwood City Commission meets
every Monday at 5 p.m. at Deadwood City
Hall in the council chambers. The public
1s encouraged to attend.

— Heather Murschel



The Black Hills Pioneer (Spearfish, South Dakota26 Mar 2010, FriPage 8

Mayoral forum

in Belle Fourche

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — Belle Fourche
residents had an opportunity to question
the four candidates running for mayor
Thursday during a public forum.

More than 70 people were in attendance
to hear how each of the four candidates
would best serve their community as an
ambassador and leader.

Incumbent Dave Schneider, Gary
Hendrickson, Larry Rohlf and Henry Nore
all had an opportunity to showcase why
they are the best person for the job.

During opening statements each candi-
date had the opportunity to share their
backgrounds, personal thoughts on certain
improvements that can be made to better
the community and answer questions from
area residents.

Rohlf has lived his entire life in Belle
Fourche. He said he started to serve the
community in 1986 in the capacity of the
Belle Fourche Ambulance Service. He
graduated from Belle Fourche High
School and later got involved with the
Belle Fourche Volunteer Fire Department
and the Belle Fourche Police Department
as a school resource officer and later as an
investigator. Today, he feels that because
of his commitment to serving the commu-
nity, to be mayor would be a great honor.

“My whole purpose for running for
mayor is (o be able to serve the communi-
ty of Belle Fourche,” Rohlf said. “I won't
be a voice for you, but I will be a messen-
ger of your voice, and I will be a voice of
your concerns if you elect me as mayor.
Only together can we make a difference
and [ firmly believe that.”

He said that he doesn't have the politi-
cal experience that some of the other can-
didates may have but believes that is his
advantage.

Hendrickson currently serves as one of
two Ward 3 council people and has been a
lifelong resident of Belle Fourche. Born in
Deadwood, he grew up on a ranch east of
town and attended country school in
Fruitdale. He graduated from Belle
Fourche High School and started his fed-
eral career with the Bureau of Land
Management office in Belle Fourche and
later transferred over to the Soil
Conservation Service in 1979. Today, he
is a civil engineering technician with the
Natural Resources Conservation office.
Hendrickson is also an emergency medical
technician for the Butte County
Ambulance Service for the last five years.

“My roots run deep here in Belle
Fourche and that is why I have such a
strong commitment to the quality of life
here in Belle Fourche,” Hendrickson said.
“I would be honored to be your next

mayor of Belle Fourche,” he said.

Hendrickson said he became involved
in city government in 2003 when he ran
for Belle Fourche City Council in order to
make a positive change and set an exam-
ple for younger generations.

Schneider is the current mayor and is
vying for his third term. He moved to
Belle Fourche with his family from Rapid
City 22 years ago, and said he'll never for-
get driving down State Street for his first
time and thought to himself that it would
be fun to be mayor of this town.

“For the most part, these last four years
have been fun,” Schneider said. “Tt's been
an enjoying time for me and it's been a
wonderful experience to serve a commu-
nity that we've chosen to live in for so
many years.”

As a business owner and a self-
employed contractor he's appreciated
being a part of that aspect of Belle
Fourche. Starting in 1992, he served as a
Belle Fourche City councilman for four
straight terms. He ran for mayor in 2004
and lost, but gave it another try in 2006
and ended up winning the election by 23
votes.

“Starting that first day I said to myself
that I would represent the citizens of Belle
Fourche and make balanced and good
decisions based on both sides of the
story,” Schneider said.

Nore said he served one full term and
one half term on the Belle Fourche City
Council. He resigned in December 2009
and addressed his resignation by saying it
was due to some disagreements, but noted
that in city government you have to have
a certain amount of checks and balances.

Nore joked that he may not be the best
public speaker, but said he has a solid plan
and an agenda that would not only
improve the image of Belle Fourche
through listening to the public regarding
certain issues, but would provide a plan
that would beautify Belle Fourche by
encouraging a grassroots cooperation (o
clean up the city.

First and foremost he said he would
fight to put two exits out of the Belle
Fourche Roundup Grounds. Saying right
now there is only one way in and one
way out, Nore believes it could be haz-
ardous in the case of a possible natural
disaster. He admitted the reconstruction
of that area would cost money, but in the
end, it would be worth it.

As for the cosmetics of Belle Fourche
and how he would improve them, he ref-
erenced a childhood trip he took with the
basketball team to Orange City, lowa in
1953. Nore said he fondly remembers that
all of the windows on the downtown busi-
nesses were bright, clean and welcoming,
all of the homes were freshly painted,
trash was non-existent and all of the
lawns were manicured. He said he was
impressed and really believes that is poss-
ible for Belle Fourche and wants to fight
to make that happen.

“What a beautiful town that was,” he
said. “That would be my perception of
Belle Fourche and we could do that and it
wouldn't cost a thing.” He said if he were
elected mayor he would organize a week-
end cleanup program that would be sup-
ported by the city of Belle Fourche, but
the responsibility would lie with the resi-
dents.

Another idea he mentioned included
putting together a brochure that would
highlight everything Belle Fourche has to
offer to visitors including all area busi-
nesses, all destination arcas, the services
the community provides and even the vol-
unteer organizations in town.

“It would tell everyone what Belle
Fourche has to offer,” Nore said.

Area resident questions included how
the future mayor will handle purchases
made by the city and whether or not they
will make an effort to make those purch-
ases locally.

All of the candidates said they do their
best to shop locally, but said there are
some items that may have to be purchased
somewhere else because of certain budget
constraints.

“We do our very best to buy locally, but
I do know that in some instances we've
had to as a council find the services
somewhere else because of limitations
set by dollar amounts and availability,”
Nore said. “Those dollar amounts are
governed by city ordinance that dictates
what can be purchased and at what dollar
plateaus.”

Another question included how the new
mayor will work to improve the image of
Belle Fourche. Everyone noted that it
would be a part of his or her initial goal
to help beautify the area, and restore con-
fidence in their elected officials all while
attempting to keep things possitive.

Rohlf said that when you come into
to Belle Fourche it's truly a beautiful
sight. With all of the parks, the estab-
lished trees and all of the destinations
the town provides, the town already
establishes a great image. However, he
noted that all of the negative attention
the town has received lately doesn't
really create a viable image for
town.

“I've heard a lot of great ideas
from the public about improving the
image of Belle Fourche already and
that is what I plan to do as mayor is
to gather that input and get involved
by working together toward a simi-
lar goal,” Rohlf said.

Infrastructure was also a concern,
such as how the new mayor would
handle fixing some of the neglected
roadways in town.

Hendrickson said that there is a
plan in place that the street depart-
ment reviews on an annual basis and
budgets the projects according to
priority. Saying there is always a
certain amount of money the city

can spend on street reconstruction
and that is reviewed on an annual
basis.

“If there is an area that someone
(on that board) hasn't heard about I
encourage you to attend the public
meetings for the street community
and let them know,” he said. “We do
the best we can every year to make
sure we are patching the streets and
following through with those over-
lay projects.”

Schneider said that every year
there is approximately $300,000
dedicated to improving area streets.
Typically, he said in every year there
are eight to 10 road sections that
receive attention and that if there are
streets that need attention area resi-
dents need to call those to the atten-
tion of their local council represen-
tative.

Lastly, pending the results of the
2010 census, the city of Belle
Fourche may consider going from
four wards with two council mem-
bers representing each to three
wards with only six council mem-
bers. In addition to the re-drawing
of the lines to include a different
cross-section of residents, candi-
dates would also enjoy a three
term, rather than the current two-
year term.

Schneider noted that he would
wait and see as far as that goes.

“I would be on board as your next
mayor with anything the council
was in agreement with ... because in
the end what they come up with
would obviously be in the benefit of
what could be more efficient for the
city,” he said.

Nore brought forth the idea of
possibly hiring a city manager if the
city of Belle FFourche dropped from
four-ward representation to three
wards. He said that currently if a
council member from a certain ward
is out of town or unavailable the citi-
zens have a back up. By going to
three wards, that advantage of hav-
ing availability would be gone and
believes that a city manager might
be in the best interest of the city at
that point.

Rohlf said that having a fourth
ward is very beneficial because it
allows for more input from the com-
munity — more council members,
more representation.

Hendrickson said the reason the
change was brought forth because of
budget constraints. He also is an
advocate for increasing the term for
a councilperson from two years to
three years.

“It would give you time to accom-
plish more for your ward and for the
community as a whole,” he said.

ar
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My name is
Larry Rohlf and I
am running for
the Mayor Belle
Fourche.

How long have
you lived in Belle
Fourche?

Belle IFourche
is my home ... |
was born here and
am a life-long res-
ident. I have
served the Belle Fourche community in
various capacities since I joined the
ambulance crew after turning 18. In
addition to my service on the Belle
Fourche Ambulance crew, I joined the
Belle Fourche Volunteer Fire Department
in 1989 and served for 17 years. In 1999
I joined the police reserves for the Belle
Fourche Police Department. I made it a
goal to be a full time officer in two years
and achieved that goal. A well-run orga-
nization or government, like a well-run
life, 1s enhanced by the setting forth of
specific goals. During my time with the
Belle Fourche Volunteer Fire Department
and the Belle Fourche Police Department
I set - and achieved - many goals for
myself.

While with the fire department | was a
Fire Prevention Coordinator, Butte
County's Hazardous Materials coordina-
tor, vice-president of the Local
Emergency Planning Committee, and a
state-certified Fire Instructor. In 1994 |
received the honor of Firefighter of the
Year. I sat on the executive board of the
Fire Department for six and a half years
and moderated meetings as vice president
following the same Roberts Rules of
Order that the City Council uses in their
meelings.

While serving with the Belle Foruche
Police Department I developed excellent
relationships with administrators, teachers
and students during my time as the
School Resource Officer and D.A.R.E.
Instructor. As a Police Officer | held
responsibilities as a Firearms Instructor,
as the Techniques of Alcohol
Management Instructor, and as the first

Larry
Rohlf

official police investigator. I enjoyed my
time interacting with the citizens of Belle
Fourche as the Neighborhood Watch
Coordinator. While attending the police
academy, I received the “Inspiration
Award” for bringing the class together
helping and supporting each other, chang-
ing the ever-famous East-River/West-
River mentality to a unified group of
South Dakota law enforcement officers. |
hope to bring that same unifying spirit to
some of the divisions that have become
evident in Belle Fourche. Serving Belle
Fourche as mayor would be a continua-
tion of the type of service | have given
for the last 24 years. If elected I would
work hard to bring the community and
the council together to develop and reach
common goals. My own goal, as your
mayor, would be to make Belle Fourche
what it is and has been to me for the last
42 years ... a place to call home. Only
together can we make a difference.

What are the main issues that Belle
Fourche citizens face?

There are many issues to choose from.
One of the biggest I see is helping people
to under stand the importance of support-
ing the businesses we have here. I know
that Belle Fourche - like most towns of
our size - faces many other issues too. |
am not a politician. If I do not know an
answer (o a question, I will get back to
you with an answer, and you may not like
or agree the answer that [ have found. All
of my past experiences in public safety I
have found that it is sometimes hard to
please a room of five people let alone a
community of five thousand.

What issues have you addressed in
your campaign?

I will not tell people what they want to
hear or what I think they want to hear just
to get a vote. As I go door to door, I hear
different issues, different concerns from
people. I do not and will not make
empty promises to people. If elected
I will do my best to try to resolve
issues as they arise. To answer the
question, I do not go out to address
issues, but rather listen to the voters
who may have issues or concerns.

One concern some of the
people have, is they have
heard that I have a vendetta
or a grudge of sort. I am not a
vengeful person nor do | have
a grudge against any person,
department or council mem-
ber. In fact, [ really like the
new chief of police, Rob
Hansen, and the direction he is
taking the department. I would
encourage everyone to take
time to visit him at the police
department. I have no inten-
tions of "cleaning house" as
some have worded it to me.

What would you different-
ly in Belle Fourche when
representing its citizens?

Quoting Abraham Lincoln,
"A Government of the people,
by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from this
earth." This is something that
I will stand by if I am elected
mayor of Belle Fourche. |
would like to see a meeting in
each ward with the people of
cach ward and their council
person(s) and me. These meet-
ings or “Ward Parties” would
give people the opportunity to
give input and feed back on
issues and concerns they may
have. I am not the Savior. | am
not the boy who will draw the
sword from the stone to be
King.

If I am elected to be the
next Mayor of Belle Fourche, I
will not be a voice for you.
Rather a messenger of your
voice and of your concerns.
Together can we make a dif-
ference.

What do you want voters
to talk about?

The effect global warming
has had on our unusually
short, warm, dry, and mild
winter.
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City, school board
candidates sound off

PIONEER STAFF REPORTS
Black Hills Pioneer

NORTHERN HILLS — It's almost
Election Day and the stall at the Black
Hills Pioncer is dedicated to making its
newspaper the number one source for
local news and that includes informatio
on all of local city and school board cai
didates.

In Belle 'ourche, four candidates arc
seeking the mayor's seat. Mayor Dave
Schneider is seeking re-election. He is
challenged by Councilman Gary
Hendrickson, Henry Nore and [ arry
Rohlf.

One scat for Belle T'ourche's Ward 1 1s
open. Councilwoman Chrisann Mateer is
seeking re-election and is challenged by
Michael Anderson.

One seat is open for the Lead-
Deadwood School Board. Incumbent
Trinity Bates is seeking re-election. She is

challenged by Tom Blair and Gary Keehn.

Four people are seeking Whitewood's
Ward 2 open seat. Councilman Albert
Derby 1s secking re-clection. He 1s chal-
lenged by Roxie Cooper, Lllis Shoop and
Ron Waldner.

In Lead, Mayor Tom Nelson is seeking
re-election. He is challenged by
Councilwoman Rose Burns.

Decision 2010 Series

The staff at the Black Hills Pioneer sent
out surveys with questions relevant to city
and school board candidates. Candidates
answers are published as we received
them.

The results of those surveys will contin-
ue to be published April 8-10.

Iriday: Lead-Deadwood School Board
and City of Whitewood.

Saturday: City of L.ead mayoral race.



The Black Hills Pioneer (Spearfish, South Dakota)4 Apr 2010, WedPage 3

Rohlf wins
Belle Fourche
mayoral race

By WENDY PITLICK
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE
— Larry Rohlf is the new mayor of Belle
Fourche.

Rohlf, who won Tuesday's election with
354 votes, beat candidates Gary
Hendrickson, who received 260 votes,
and Henry Nore, who had 72 votes.

Incumbent Dave Schneider received 224
votes.

Rohlf will assume his mayoral responsibilitics
May 3.

“Gloria called me and | was a little bit
shocked,” Rohlf said. “But from what people
told me when I was going door to door is they
are ready for a change. They are ready for some

Rohif

new ideas and some new blood. I would like to
thank everybody that voted. This was democracy
in action.”

Rohlf said he hopes to get started right away
with meeting with each of the city wards to hear
citizen concerns. Unofficially dubbed “Ward
Parties,” Rohlf said he envisions these meetings
including the mayor and possibly the council
person who represents each individual ward.

During his campaign Rohlf said issues facing

Belle Fourche voters cast their ballets for a mayor and Ward 2
council person Tuesday. Pioneer photo by Sara Koch

the city of Belle Fourche include helping people
to understand the importance of supporting local
business. Overall, during his term Rohlf said he
will make sure to listen to the concerns of Belle
Fourche citizens and will work hard for the city.

“I am not a politician,” he said. “If I do not
know the answer to a question I will get back to
you with an answer and you may not like or
agree with an answer that I have found.”

Hendrickson, who will still serve on the Belle
Fourche City Council, said “We'll carry on busi-
ness as usual now. I'm still on the council so
hopefully we can just move on and make Belle
Fourche prosper.”

Nore said while he was surprised by the vote
he will support the winner.

“We got a new mayor now, and | think he will
probably do a fine job,” he said. “He is a good
person. With four people running instead of just
one I think it generates good conversation
among the public.”

Incumbent Schneider, who served two terms
before this election, said he was gravely disap-
pointed in the voter turnout. This year's turnout
was about 28 percent, with 910 of Belle
Fourche's 3,307 registered voters casting ballots.
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For the people,
by the people

B New mayor of Belle Fourche
ready to lead city into future

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — Before Larry Rohlf
makes any drastic changes as the new mayor of
Belle FFourche he will spend a lot of time listen-
ing to the concerns of area residents.

He will officially be sworn in Monday and said
a series of meetings have been organized to
gauge what the citizens want to be addressed
immediately and go from there.

“This is something that the people wanted, and
so [ hope they are well
attended. I think it's impor-
tant so | can lead our com-
munity in the right direc-
tion,” Rohlf said. “When I
found out that T won the
election at first I was com-
pletely shocked, I just
couldn't believe it ... but
354 people put their faith in
me, and I want to serve
them as best I can.”

A series of what he's
dubbed “ward parties™ will
take place in May and will
be held bi-monthly after that. During those meet-
ings, Rohlf will meet residents to find out what
the most important issues are to them. After
knocking on more than 100 doors during the
campaign, he heard a lot of great ideas and these
meetings will give him the opportunity to address
them. Belle Fourche Police Chief Rob Hansen
and Mike Carlson with the Department of
Transportation will also be in attendance to
answer questions regarding safety issues and the
ongoing U.S. Highway 85 construction project.

Ward 1 will have its meeting on Tuesday, May
4. Ward 2 will have its meeting on Thursday,
May 6. Ward 3 will have its meeting on Tuesday,
May 11. Ward 4 will have its meeting on
Thursday, May 13. The initial meetings will be
at 7 p.m. at Belle Fourche City Hall.

“I liked the idea of having the meetings at city
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hall because this will give everyone a chance see

first hand where their city council meets,” Rohlf said.
“After that, I'd like to hold the meetings within each
specific ward.”

He noted all meetings, will be held in the evening so
families can have dinner together and then attend the
meeting.

“A lot of times, mectings arc scheduled at very off
times and residents can't make it because they are at
work during the day. It's just one more thing I can do
to make our city government accessible to the people,”
he said. “I really don't want people to be apprehensive
about getting more involved and I know this is going to
take some time, but I have faith that it will work.”

Next up, he said his term is going to be about partic-
ipation, communication and beautification.

A lifelong resident, Rohlf, 42, has worked in several
different capacities that serve the best interest of the
city since he was 18 ycars old. Over the years, he's
dedicated his time to the ambulance service, the fire
department and the police reserves. He also served as
the school resource officer for the Belle Fourche Police
Department and later as its investigator.

“During that time | set a lot of goals for myself and
achieved them, and that is what I plan to do as mayor,”
he said.

One of the long-term goals Rohlf has set for the city
of Belle Fourche is encourage the citizens of Belle
Fourche to become more involved in the government
process and take more pride in their homes, busincsscs
and the wellbeing of their fellow neighbors and
friends.

“I know that the biggest challenge I face is bringing
this community back together. I want everyone to know
that I can't do this on my own. It's going to take all of
us to pull off my vision,” Rohlf said. “I'm ready to lead,
but people need to have a certain amount of pride in
this town and what we're trying to do.”

Next year, he said he envisions a cleaned up Belle
Fourche. He will spend a lot of time working with area
residents to encourage them to manicure lawns, trim
trees and keep the city free of garbage and junk cars.

“This 1s about improving the image of Belle
Fourche,” he said. “I really want to stress that people
should take pride in this town and there are so many
little things that we can do that will make a huge dif-
ference.”

As for the public advisory committee on public
safety formed by current mayor Dave Schneider, he'd
like to continue with the committee but steer it in a
new direction to concentrate being more proactive in
regards to disaster readiness.

“One of the things that would greatly help out the
city would be to have this committee makce surc that
wc have the resources available to us as a city in case
of a tornado or a major flood,” Rohlf said.
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New mayor, council to take
Belle Fourche into future

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — It's a
new year as far as the members
of the Belle T'ourche City Coun-
cil are concerned. After an off-
icial election in April, the Belle
Fourche City Council appointed
its new mayor and council mem-
ber, along with accepting a resig-
nation.

Alter serving as the Belle
Fourche mayor (or [our years,
Dave Schneider stepped down
Monday saying it had been a
pleasure to serve the community.

“I want to thank everyone for
their support over the years,”
Schneider said.

Prior to his stepping down, he
accepted the resignation of Ward
4 City Councilman David Pum-
mel, who resigned [or personal
reasons.

“It is with a heavy heart that I
submit my resignation,” Pummel
said in a letter to the council.
Iis reasons for resignation, he
said were [or personal, as well
as business.

“I have truly enjoyed the
[riendships I have developed
with my collcagues on the
council ... and I am going to
miss all of you. Belle Fourche
is a wonderful place to live
and work and raise a [amily.
The city must continue in a pro-
gressive manner to make it even
better in the future,” Pummel
said.

Soon thereafter, Larry Rolhf
was sworn in as the municipal-
ity's new mayor.

“Thank you to Dave Schneider
and David Pummel for all of
their efforts, they've done an
amazing job. I'd also like to
thank the people that supported
me through the campaign be-
cause I couldn't have done this
without you,” Rolhf said. “I am
of you ... they are of you and
we're here for you and by you.
It's your council and we are here
to serve you and the community.”

Other appointments includ-
ed the appointment of Ward 1
Councilwoman Chrisann
Mateer and Ward 3
Councilwoman Toni Moncur
and Ward 2 Councilwoman
Cindy Snook, who both ran
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unopposed. In addition to
those appointments, city offi-
cials were appointed as were
Belle Fourche Police officers.

In addition to the newly ap
pointed officials, the council
voted 5-2 to allow Ward 1
councilman Tim Bennett to
continue residing outside of
his election boundaries, after
he said the move was only
temporary. State codilied law
dictates that all council mem-
bers need to reside in the
ward they arc representing,
but the council made the deci-
sion to make an exception be-
cause of his current health
condition. According to a let-
ter submitted by the longtime
councilman, Bennett said he
was shocked that the council
would question his qualifica-
tions and that he has been liv-
ing outside of the voting dis-
trict, but for health reasons
only.

“I have been suffering from
medical problems. Because |
live alone, I have relied on
relatives and [riends here, in
Rapid City and Denver to
watch over me during periods
of recuperation from treat-
ment issues,” Bennett said in
his letter.

Council members Gary
Hendrickson and Linda
McElwain said they had been
getting phone calls and e-
mails from people not only
living in Ward 1 but the com-
munity at large saying there
has not been any activity, such
as Bennett's vehicle parked
out front since the beginning
of the year and questioned
how he could serve that dis-
trict without living there.

“I wanted to bring it to the
attention of the people that we

Dave
Schneider

—

Bennett

have been getting calls from
the constituents in that dist
rict,” Hendrickson said.
“That's all. I believed I was
doing my job.”

McElwain echoed
Hendrickson's sentiments by
saying the council sympathizes
with his medical issues that
he's had to contend with, ...
but that was not the issue that
was being discussed.”

She again said this item was
only brought up for discussion
to verify whether or not he
resides in Ward 1.

Bennett, who said he is con-
sistently visible and always
makes himself available via e-
mail and telephone, has been
absent from several regular
meetings and is not currently
residing at his home in Ward
1.

“I am making cvery cffort
to resolve this issue by the
end of this week,” Bennett
said.

He noted that he is receiv-
ing mail at that residence, his
clothes are still there and he
will produce utility records,
such as a water bill, to prove
that he indeed still resides in
Ward 1 and has cvery inten-
tion to return home once he is
feeling better.

Councilwomen Frances
Hays and Cindy Snook
expressed their disappoint-
ment in the council bringing
this matter forth saying
Bennett's situation is unique
and as his [riends we need to
support him during this tough
time.

Mateer, who serves with
Bennett in his district, recom-
mended the city council “drop
the issue” with their apolo-
gies.
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Coming together for a cause

B Volunteers
construct homeless
veteran shelter in
Belle Fourche

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The
construction of the administra-
tive building for the homeless
veterans shelter north of Belle
Fourche is moving forward,
thanks to the efforts of a crew
from North Carolina.

“I'm just amazed at how far
we've come in such a short
period of time,” said Russ
Surdez, a project director with
Community VISN. “T'm
incredibly grateful to everyone
who has helped us out so far.
Whether it was volunteering
their time or making donations
... we couldn't have come this
far without them.”

Community VISN
(Volunteers in Service of our
Neighborhood) is a non-profit
organization that serves to
assist people in Butte County
and in neighboring Northern
Hills' commu-
nities. This
particular pro-
ject, which is
located north
of Belle
Fourche off of
Water Tank
Road, has been
organized to
serve the more
than 470
homeless vet-
erans in the tri-
state region,

“There's no doubt
in my mind that
this is going to
happen, but we're
going to need
volunteers and
we're going to need
more money.”

to see how they can help
with this project,” said
Surdez. “It's just amazing
how many people really
care about what we are try-
ing to do.”

One group in particular
worked incredibly hard last
week, Surdez said. Members
from the People's Memorial
Church in Burlington, N.C.,
worked three, 12-hour days in
order to frame, enclose and begin
interior work on the administra-
tive building.

“We came to help because
we've known Russ for a while
now and knew that he really
needed us,” said Joel Cardwell, a
church group volunteer. *“The
hospitality has just been great ...
the food has been delicious and
everyone has been so nice.”

The crew departed early Friday
to make the 1,780-mile trek
home and will return in
September to continue to assist
with the construction efforts.

Belle Fourche Mayor Larry
Rohlf was present Thursday to
represent the city and thank the
crew of 10 members for all of
their hard work.
He presented
cach of them
with a Center of
the Nation base-
ball cap to re-
member their
trip to town.

“T just wanted
to thank each
and every one
of you for com-
ing up here to
help. This pro-
ject is going to

including Russ Surdez, Community VISN, be an excellent
female veter- project director opportunity for

ans and their
children. Once
complete, the facility will pro-
vide more than 7,600 of living
space for area veterans, a day-
care facility, a 1,400 square
foot cafeteria, laundry facili-
ties, storage and classrooms
for job training and career
counseling. The total cost for
the project is estimated at
$700,000 and will be com-
plete by June 2011.

“We've already had so
many people come up to us

Belle Fourche
as far as the
economic development and pro-
viding a need to so many people
that are going without,” Rohlf
said.

He noted the one aspect that
really stands out for him regard-
ing this project is going to be the
career training that has been built
into the program.

“It's going to give people
opportunities that they might not
have had otherwise,” Rohlf said.
“These classes are going to help

so many people and I'm just
proud that Belle Fourche is doing
something like this.”

Some of the specific training
programs that have already been
planned include vocational train-
ing in electrical work, heavy
equipment training, welding, cab-
inetry, computer technology and
agriculture technology.
Professional career training pro-
grams include secretarial, recep-
tionist, insurance, banking and
clerical.

To continue the momentum,
Surdez has made a request for
more volunteers. At this point,
the electrical wiring and the
plumbing are near completion,
but anyone with construction
experience is welcome to assist
with their efforts.

“It's an enormous undertak-
ing,” Surdez said. “We're all
aware of how this will be expen-
sive and take a lot of resources
from this community to make it
work ... but I'm ready to work
and a lot of other people are too.”

[He noted that he's grateful to all
of the area businesses, churches
and service organizations that
have already stepped up.

“Area churches have put
together meals for our volunteers
and businesses have donated what
they can to help,” Surdez said.
“There's no doubt in my mind that
this is going to happen but we're
going to need volunteers and
we're going to need more money.”

Surdez said that a grant from
Veterans Administration has pro-
vided approximately $434,000
toward the project and he will be
working on writing grants to fund
the rest.

“It's all the little things that you
don't think about that really make
the difference ... and that is what
this is all about ... coming togeth-
er for the greater good,” he said.

To donate to Community VISN
please mail a check to C-VISN at
P.O. Box 296, Belle Fourche, SD,
57717 or send it directly to
Pioneer Bank and Trust and ask
the donation be placed in the
Community VISN, Women of
War account. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, please call
641-4130 or visit communi-
tyvisn.org.



Above, crews from People's Memorial Church in Burlington, N.C,
receive accolades from Belle Fourche Mayor Larry Rohlf Thursday
during a work day held at the homeless veterans shelter located
north of Belle Fourche. Below, despite a week or rain and snow,
crews from the People's Memorial Church in Burlington, N.C. com-
pletely framed and enclosed the administrative building, one of the
several buildings that will make up a campus of sorts to serve
homeless veterans in the tri-state area. The site is located off of
Water Tank Road north of Belle Fourche and the project is spon-
sored by Community VISN. Pioneer photos by Heather Murschel
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