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‘Half-Time Shows
‘Spice BH Games

v

_§, SPEARFISH — Normally
#half-time at a basketball game
s filled with a trampoline act,
+a tumbling routine, pop, pop-
“corn and cheers; or it is left
“vacant as a ‘stretcher’ for the
erowd, |

* But, fans at the Black Hills
~State College ball games get
-double for their money. In addi-
- tiom to the athletic contest, they
also have the opportunity to
‘l\:gch' artistic acts,

. The Stingerettes, a precision
il team of coeds under the
ion of Mrs. Louise Smock

of the Women's physical educa-
tion department, opened the half- i
fime show at BH's first home
basketball game, |

 During the same half-time,
the fans also saw a Hawaiian
goup hula to the strains of

land music. Grass-skirted hula
dancers included Mandy Bel-
mont, Hill City; Janet Comes,
and Hoedie Smock, Spearfish;
Kathy Goodell, mm,
Wyo.; Sherry Hicks, A :
Jan Jones, Beresford; Barbara
Randolph, Rapid City; Sue Ur-
ban, Philip, and Karen Wurnig,
Newell,

. A third feature of the show
‘was vocal and instrumental mu-
¢, Hawaiian style, presented
" Miss Hicks; Sue Jones, Mil-
; Cindy Mendoza, Eagle
; Terry Ree, Pierre; M
. and Bruce Williams,
t. Home, Idaho,
. The second home game fea-
fured a guit:d su;ang folk
group composed o s, most
d,wgom had performed togeth-
er since high school days in
Belle Fourche the Mam'Selles,

bers are Jennifer Wilson,
gis, and seven coeds from
‘Belle Fourche, Helen Hitzel,

ELoril Larrabee, Janice Loom-

4s, Kay Mateer, Paula McGin-
pis, Nancy Nickelson and Penny
Wimmerman, i
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Belle Fourche budget
will rise only slightly

B City will request property tax levy from
county of $614,694.

By Ron Tschida
Northern Hills Bureau

Belle Fourche residents will see only a "very small” increase in

property taxes in 1999, said city finance officer Gloria Landphere.
The city will request a property tax levy from
Belle Fourche the county of $614,694, compared to $571,666 in
seeeeesessmmmmm 1998 However, $29.880 of that $43,028 increase
is from assessments on new construction. The remainder is from a 2.3
| percent increase based on the consumer price index.

Landphere noted that although the total appropriation grew by more
than $500,000, to $8,198,459, a big chunk of that represents a change in
accounting rather than increased city spending.

Belle Fourche, Butte County and the city of Newell cooperate in an
J ambulance fund. Next year, the entire ambulance fund appropriation,

$145,321, is in the city budget, and the city finance office will handle the
accounting. The city's allocation of $20,000 for contractual ambulance
charges is the same as in the 1998 budget.

Landphere said the change was made to “add consistency and ac-
countability” to the budget. A similar arrangement between the city and
county for a dispatch center is handled the same way, Landphere said.
mmnnml January, mmumw&ternmwﬂwbynper

to $13.50 within city limits and $27 outside the ci
n«::.mninimmtmswmwmmxtywby nmmmh
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Residents fighting to put water,
sewer rates to referendum vote

By Ron Tschida
Northern Hills Bureau

Angered by increases in water and
sewer rates, some Belle Fourche res-
idents are
Belle Fourche vowing to
sss——————  {ake their pe-
tition drive to court if necessary to
force a referendum vote on the rates.

Belle Fourche City Attorney Dwight
Gubbrud said Thursday that referen-
dum petitions submitted on four city
ordinances are invalid because the
petitions did not follow the form re-
quired by state law.

Further, Gubbrud said, rate in-
creases are administrative decisions
and not referable.

“If the city attorney continues to
stand by his ground, we're just going
to have to go to court,” said Gene
Colbert, a city resident who led the
petition drive.

Colbert said he submitted petitions
with 236 signatures; he said 148 sig-
natures were required.

Belle Fourche attorney LeRoy Hill,
who drafted the petitions, said he
doesn't understand what the city's
objections are. “l think it's a sad
thing if they do (reject them) because
we'll have to go to court,” Hill said.

In part, the dissension over rates
may stem from a misunderstanding of
exactly how much the rates are
changing and why.

Circulated along with the petition
to refer the rate changes was a
worksheet showing that minimum
water and sewer rates would increase
by $12.75 per month.

But City Finance Officer Gloria
Landphere said the increase is only
$4.75 per month.

For city residents, the ordinance
increases the minimum water rates
(for usage of 3,000 gallons or less) by
$2, to $13.50. The rate for additional
water remains unchanged at $1.45
per 1,000 gallons, Landphere said.

Sewer rates for city residents have
increased by $2.75 per month for
minimum usage.

Nonresidents who purchase city
water and sewer services will con-
tinue to be charged double the resi-
dent rates.

When asked about the discrepancy,
Colbert said he got his figures from
the city finance office, and he specu-
lated that the city intended further
increases.

Colbert said the increases are not
needed because the city already has a
contingency fund of between
$700,000 and $1 million.

The city says the rate increases are
needed for repairs and to make the
city eligible for state grants.

Belle Fourche gets about half its
water through a nine-mile pipeline
from springs near Spearfish, City
Engineer Terry Wolterstorff ex-
plained. The lines were laid in the

1940s or 1950s, and maintenance has
become very expensive.

Wolterstorff said the city will spend
about $350,000 replacing 3'2 miles of
water line from the city to Redwater
Hill this year. That will leave about
$150,000 in the water enterprise fund.

The rest of the line, from Redwater
Hill to the Spearfish springs, will
have to be replaced soon, as well.

“We need to built that (fund) up
again to do the second phase from
the top of Redwater Hill," he said.

Wolterstorff said the state of South
Dakota has a range for water rates
that municipalities should be charg-
ing to be eligible for grants. Belle
Fourche rates were significantly be-
low the state’s minimum figure, Wol-
terstorff said, and even the new rates
are almost $4 below state guidelines.

City Council member Tim Speidel,
chairman of the Public Works com-
mittee, said that in retrospect, the
council could have done a better job
in explaining why the rate changes
were needed. However, he said, when
the rates were under discussion, few
residents raised concerns.

“When there are no questions
asked, you don't go to any extra
trouble to give answers,” Speidel
said. “We're eight people (on the
council) who have to pay our water
rates, too. We didn't just go and ran-
domly raise the rates."”

Speidel said the petitions likely will
be discussed at the city council meet-
ing on Monday, March 1.
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Belle extends valuation
appeal deadline

making progress on courthouse staffing.
® County adds one On Friday, the commiesion it &

to courthouse staff, full-time employee who will stant work
today and will split time among each of

By Ron Tsehida the cynumy offices as needed.

Northern Hills Bureau For example, Pluimer said, the trea-

surer’s office is husiest during Apnl and
€% October and the shared employee may
":u" be full time in the treasurer’s office

those months.
Belle Fourche ing objections 10 piyimer said the shared position was
g pudgeted for the enfire year but wasn't
8¢ hired until now because commissioners
were walling while office directors de-
* wded how the staff member's fime
would be split
“It's certainly not going to cure all the
problems,” Pluimer said. "It will be a
stan.”

In September, Butte County residents
voted down a measure that would have
allowed the county to raise $235,000 by
opting out of the state-mandated limil
on property lax increases.

County commissioners then chopped
" $470,000 from their earlier, provisional
budget, eliminating the equivalent of
seven full-ime county jobs

The county is looking at other op-
tions, including cross-training  employ-
ees (o work in more than one office and
updahing echnology to make offices
more efficient.

“We may ultimately come (o the con-
clusion that we are still short of staff
after we've made these changes,”
Pluimer said.
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Council, school board winners set

Here are the results of city council
and school board elections Tuesday in
Black Hills area communities.

Other cities and school boards will
hold elections in June.

Belle Fourche

Incumbents held onto their seats on
the Belle Fourche City Council — one by
a single vote.

In Ward 2, Councilman Sebastian
Burckhard defeated former city public
works employee Rex Corliss 161-160.
City finance officer Gloria Landphere
said her staff would consult with the
South Dakota Secretary of State’s Office
today regarding recount rules. Land-
phere said Corliss would have 10 days
to request a recount.

Election workers hand-counted the
Ward 2 ballots three times, Landphere
said.

In Ward 4, Councilman Chuck Liv-
ingston defeated John Walker by a wider
margin, 150-107.

Box Elder

Two incumbents survived, but anoth-
er was ousted on the Box Elder City
Council.

In Ward 1, incumbent Jane Maine
narrowly defeated Richard Anderson,
87-83.

In Ward 2, challenger Wesley Rick
ousted incumbent Henry “Sonny” Pesic-
ka, 84-76.

In Ward 3, incumbent Byrona Bur-
nette defeated former council member
Roger Ringer, 107-79.

The Douglas School Board election is
June 15.

Custer

Custer did not have a city election.
Custer City Council incumbents Brian
Boyer, John Culberson and Mike Brown
were unopposed for re-election.

The Custer School Board election will
be held along with the county election
onJune 1.

Deadwood

The mayor's race was the only elec-
tion in Deadwood. (See story on Page
Al).

Edgemont

Edgemont did not have a city elec-
tion. Incumbent council member Carl A.
Shaw was unopposed in Ward 2. John
F. Minium in Ward 3 and Larry D.
Atkins in Ward 1 were also unopposed.

Edgemont did not have a school
board election. Incumbent Jodi Thom-
son and newcomer Toy Litzel were the

only people to file for the two openings
on the board.

Hermosa

The town board election will be
June 1.

Hill City

City and school board elections will
be in June.

Hot Springs
See story above.
Keystone

Keystone did not have an election.
Only incumbent Raymond French filed
for a three-year term.

Lead

Incumbent Commissioner Mark
Asmussen won re-election over two
challengers. Asmussen tallied 267 votes
to 210 for Toby Madsen and 94 for Dar-
lene Larive-Anderson. Asmussen will
serve a one-year term and will run for a
three-year term next year, when a sec-
ond commission seat also will come up
for election.

The city realigned its terms so that
commission seats would be elected in
pairs, and the mayor’s seat will be
chosen in a single election.

Lead-Deadwood
School Board

Two incumbents retained their
seats on the Lead-Deadwood School
Board. Teri Adler was the top vote-get-
ter, with 663, followed by Gerald
Grosek, with 561. Unsuccessful chal-
lengers Judy Butterbaugh and Carol
Edwards garnered 544 and 333 votes,
respectively.

Newell

Former Newell city finance officer
Alvin Wahlfeldt won a five-year term on
the Newell City Commission with an
88-52 win over retired farmer Fred
Sulzbach.

Sitting Commissioner Austin Post
did not seek re-election.

New Underwood

For the New Underwood City Coun-
cil, former council member LeeAnn
Schumacher narrowly defeated incum-
bent John Torrey, 37-34.

Turnout in New Underwood was
51 percent, according to finance officer
Meri Jo Anderson.

Don Polovich/sournal staff

Marlene Christensen, Box Elder precinct worker, checks the photo ID of
Scott Hix on Tuesday before Hix voted in the city election. Tuesday was
the first time voters had to comply with a new state law that requires them
to show personal identification before they can cast their ballots.

New Underwood
School Board

For the New Underwood School
Board, incumbent Shari Ness and David
Flint led a field of five to win the two
at-large open seats. Ness had 143 votes,
and Flint had 105. They were followed
by Amy Huether, 94; Hal Oberlander,
58; and Chuck Gottschalk, 25.

Turnout was 34 percent, according to
school district business inanager Irene
Madsen.

Rapid City

Rapid City's city council and school
board elections will be in June,

Spearfish

The mayoral election was the only
city race in Spearfish, where Spearfish
City Council incumbents Tom Quinn in
Ward 1, Paul Young in Ward 2 and Paul
Thomson in Ward 3 were unopposed for
re-election.

Spearfish School Board

Incumbents were ousted from the
Spearfish School Board, and two new-
comers will take seats July 1. Jeff Sleep

received the most votes, 1,077. Voters
also sent Rosalie Aslesen to the school
board, with 822 votes. Incumbent board
member Terri Dunwoody and board
chairman Ed Erickson received 653 and
580 votes, respectively.

Sturgis

Sturgis City Council incumbents
Mark Chaplin, Sherry Scudder, Arvid
Meland and Steve Anderson were unop-
posed in their bids for re-election, so
there was no election in Sturgis.

Wall

Both the city and school board elec-
tions will be June 1.

Whitewood

The mayor’s race was the only con-
test in Whitewood.

No candidates ran for defeated may-
oral candidate Albert Derby's city coun-
cil seat in Ward 2. The mayor will ap-
point someone to fill the vacancy.

Incumbent Councilman Jim Rotert
did not seek re-election in Ward 3, and
Mark Williams was unopposed for that
seat. Ward 1 incumbents Joe Garry and
Cory Heckenlaible were unopposed.
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Box Elder,
Belle Fourche
officials want
recount

The Box Elder mayor and a
Belle Fourche City Couneil.
both of whom lost close elec-
tions on April 13. have asked
that the ballots be recounted
in their cities.

Box Elder Mayor Vern Kien-
7le lost by seven votes, 203-
196. to Carolyn Haddenham,
and said Thursday he was re-
questing a recount of the
votes

And Rex Corliss. who lost a
Belle Fourche City Council
election by one vote. notified
city hall he wants
to count the ballots one more
time. Incumbent Ward 2 coun-
cil member Sebastian Burck-
hard defeated Corliss 161-160
in the election.

The Belle Fourche City
Council approved a canvass of
the ballots on Monday. and
the Box Elder Council did the
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" Mo Bt ot Pom
Belle Fourche city employees attend a special meeting hard, with his back second from left, was immediately
Friday afternoon of the Belle Fourche City Council, where sworn in as acting mayor by city finance officer Gloria

they heard Council president Sebastian “Bes" Burckhard Landphere, far left.

read a letter of resignation from Mayor Todd Keller. Burck-



Mayor
VOWS
veto of
gag order

B The Belle Fourche
Council voted Jan. 2 to
discipline employees or
officials who spread
rumors.

By Milo Dalley
Belle Fourche Bee

He said he would record his
veto morning at city
hall. said city attor-
ney t Gubbrud told him

that he has the au-
thority to veto the gag order.

The council passed the res-
olution at its first meeting of
the year on Tuesday, Jan. 2. It
followed a round of

Rapid City Journal (Rapid City, South Dakota) 12 Jan 2006, Thu Page 11

man Cal Geis resigned early

last summer.
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Belle Fourche may build new city hall

bond issue to raise between
$1.6 million to $1.7 million
for the 10,000-square-foot

BELLE FOURCHE — Belle project.

Fourche may build a new

hnlllmteaddputﬂngmhcl‘:z
a 1930s build-
omeeundmeet

accessibility

dtyemmcllputaplnn
motion night that

land and a
of property on Grant
across the intersection
northeast of the current

city hall.

According to City Finance
Officer Gloria lflyndphere.
there will not need to be a

gagig

%

St

he said the financing
would come from city sales
taxes earmarked for capital
t projects over the

improvemen
next 10 to 15 mra

“It's more a lease-pur-
chase. The Roundup improve-
ments were donc the same

“*lut also means the city's
regular five-year capital im-
provement plan would con-
tinue as scheduled because
the entire “second penny”
sales tax is not being used
now.

Last year, about $700,000
went toward a new, metal-cov-
ered grandstand and other
major improvements at the
century-old Belle Fourche
Roundup rodeo and sports
complex.

Landphere and city
neer Terry Wolterstorff said
the new facility would include
city offices t have been
; TSP n Rapid C ﬂy

in ity recen
completed a study of the old
city hall for federal handi-

capped accessibility after a whether all

complaint that the old build-

ing far short of the law.
The complaint — and the

TSP report — noted that the

building's entries and rest-
rooms do not meet federal
T gty e
e and archi-
tectural reported that
more than $73,000 in im-
ts still would not add

provemen
- to parking or solve the city's

office-space :
The purchase and
swap could meet the city's
space needs for the foresee-
able future, according to
members.

council
But the plans hinge on
the deals could
be completed simultaneously
to allow the city to take over
about a block for the new

building.
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Official leaves post after 47 years

By Milo Dalley

Bele Fourcha Post & Bee

Helen Stearns seemed like the one
constant in Belle Fourche city -
ment for as long as most people could
remember.

She served 47-1/2 years as assistant
finance officer and the community’s res-
ident expert on the nuts and bolts of
managing local elections.

Monday night, she offered her resig-
nation to the Belle Fourche City Coun-
cll

“As you all know.” she wrote in the
letter. “1 am battling cancer, and | know
| am not doing my job, and that is not
fair to the city or to me.”

She added: “Many of you have heard
me say, ‘| took the job with the city fol-
lowing a change in my life, to allow me
to decide what | wanted to do with the
rest of my life.” Now | know: Fight can-
cer!”

She is undergoing treatment for can-
cer while living at home.

Finance Officer Gloria Landphere
brought the resignation letter to the
council and said Stearns had asked
that there not be any “retirement” party.

The resignation was accepted “with
sincere regret.”

Mayor Dave Schneider and council
members decided they should proclaim
a Helen Stearns Day and that Gov. Mike
Rounds would be asked for a state
proclamation

If the council’s discussion dropped
formal parliamentary “rules” in noting
Stearns’ service to generations of city
residents and governments, members
also were unanimous in declaring that
an area in the new city hall be named in
her honor.

Stearns began working in the city of-
fices July 13, 1960.

The 1955 Belle Fourche High School
f,mduale left for a while to live in Cali-
ornia and Washington, then returned
home

There was a job opening at City Hall,
It was a familiar environment, because
her mother, Minnie Riegel. had been
city treasurer and city assessor until
her retirement in 1968.

When a 45th anniversary party was
held for Stearns in 2005, she joked that

it was impossible she had worked that
many years, since she was only 29,

Stearns was named “deputy auditor”
in 1969. Since then, she has taken min-
utes of hundreds of city council meet-
ings.
The job titles have changed since
then in South Dakota. but that is the
same Job currently called “assistant
finance officer.”

Stearns became the community’s
election expert not only because she
had more than 35 years experience with
city elections, but because she often vol-
unteered to help with school and county
elections,

When city auditor Fred Lovell died,
Stearns was named deputy to handle
city paperwork — and It also brought
her into the operation of city elections.

“We had a utility franchise election,”
she sald. “That was my first experience

Mo Dalley Bale Fourcha Post & Bee

Helen Stearns i1s pictured n 2005 during a celebration of her 45th anniversary as Belle
Fourche's assistant finance officer

with an election, and | was one scared
kid.”

In 2005. Landphere said about
Stearns, "She was my Sunday School
teacher, and she’s still teaching me.”

Stearns has been the “go-to™ person
at City Hall for years to answer ques-
tions by city council members looking
up past council decisions or other “his-
torical” information.

Although Stearns is noted for know-
Ing city records and changes — or at
least where to find them — she said she
can't remember how many mayors and
city council members she has worked
with over the years.

Councilman David Pummel said
Monday that Belle Fourche has about
120 full-time and part-time employees.
Stearns noted that in 1960, the city's
entire payroll was less than $7.500 per
month.
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Odors force Belle Fourche city offices to relocate

1

Milo Dailey. Belle Fourche Post/Bee

According to Belle Fourche building maintenance director Dennis Hothem, reports of odd smells in the city's finance office forced the city to
move its offices out of the old Belle Fourche City Hall as the city works to figure out what caused the problem. Hothem and others wore
hazardous-materials protective suits as they removed computers and equipment from the building

By Journal staff

Odd smells and reported illnesses

staffl have forced Belle

Fourche municipal offices from city
hall

What is making the smell and
whether the air is making people sick
is not known. Reports about samples

sent to a national laboratory are ex-

pected later this week.
Meanwhile, city workers — some
wearing filtered air masks and protec-

tive hazardous-material suits — have
removed equipment and files from the
1930s city hall building. City offices,
after a couple of interim moves, have
settled in a building that had housed
alternative high school classes for the
Belle Fourche School District.

Belle Fourche City Council mem-
be:s | eard updates Monday at a spe-
cial session in Bowman Hall at Her-
rmann Park.

Finance office employees had com-
plained for several weeks of an odd
smell in the city offices. Calls to the
state health department last week

t suggestions of how to check
for potential health hazards in the
building,

City building maintenance chief
Dennis Hothem said American Engl-
neering of Rapid City handled testing
in the city offices. Hothem said the
process basically involved exposing
materials in petri dishes that would
react to various molds or bacteria in
the buiiding.

He sald testing results are
expected by Friday. The report will be
on next Monday evening’s regular city
council agenda, Mayor Dave Schnei-
der said.

Hothem also was among workers

hazardous-materials protec-
tive suits and air masks to move com-
puters from the office to new quar-
ters. City offices first moved to the
municipal office and then
to the alternative high school across
the street from city hall.

The school district is moving out of
the leased offices, owned by West Riv-
er Foundation. The nonprofit busi-
ness group has offered the city use of
the for the cost of utilities.

Technically. the Belle Fourche
School District still has the building
leased until Aug. 1. tendent
Bill O'Dea said the district is just
asking for city help in moving mate-

rials that had been stored in the
building during its move to quarters
along U.S. Highway 85 near the
Americinn.

“It's not a perfect situation, but it
is pretty good.” Pummel said.

The mayor noted that the tempo-
rary quarters are working well so far.

Finance Officer Gloria Landphere
said the city’s computers are up and

. She said telephone, Internet
and e-mail service should be restored
by midweek.

Even before the city hall odor prob-
lems, Belle Fourche had been working
on a new municipal government
building.

The temporary quarters could be
occupied until the new city hall is
built, or city offices could be moved
back into the old city hall, depending
on test results.

City Councilman David Pummel
said the temporary office takes away
a lot of pressure for making quick
decisions.

“We're fine where we are right
now,” he said.

The city council took no action at

the special meeting.
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BELLE FOURCHE
No takers on city
engineering building

No one bid by last week's
deadline for purchase offers
on the Belle Fourche city engi-

department’s building.
Now, the city’s Tri-State Muse-
um is looking it over for possi-
ble storage and workshop
space for display restoration

ﬁe one-story brick build-
ing has served as a retail
liquor store and a telephone
call center.

The city is building a mu-
nicipal o structure that is
due to open in 2009.

Dispatching service
contract unsettled

Just days are left before
Belle Fourche and Butte
County must reach terms for
dispatching services for emer-

gency and public works agen-
cies

The city’s budget for 2009
is set, and includes a 5 per-
cent increase the county re-
quested for providing dis-

wbwte‘led with 30-day &m ,
patching cost disputes
have been contentious, ending
a joint city-county operation of
the dispatching center five
years ago. The city since has
of the center’s annu-

al operating cost.
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Stimulus grant will add officers for 3 years

By Milo Dailey

Butte County Post staff

Belle Fourche won't be “short” a police
officer, thanks to federal stimulus fund-

ing.

Mayor Dave Schneider said the grant
will allow the city to hire an officer for
three years, although the details for the

haven’t been announced.

In fact, Schneider said, the news media
got the word from South Dakota’s De-
mocrats in the congressional delegation
before city officials heard their grant ap-
plication had been

He said the Belle Fourche grant of
$158,371 over three years reflects the po-
lice department policies on officer
salaries.

“The dollar amount is based on that
particular city’s salary and benefit pack-
age for three years,” he said, “so nobody is
going to have the same dollar amount
dollar wise””

City Finance Officer Gloria Landphere

said the city had not received official no-
tification that its grant application had
m"appmved,but,“'mntwo\ndbemny

Police Chief Tom Maunders said, “We
put i for three officers, and we will be
grateful for anything we get.”

He added that the department has
been operating “short one officer” due to
budget constraints.

Schneider said the grant is “for new
hires, for rehires of someone that’s been
laid off or someone who is scheduled to
be laid off”

He added, “We have been down one
spot for some time, and there has been no
way of filling that slot with the economy
as it is and our model of cutting five per-
cent from this year’s budget ”

The mayor said people don’t realize
how much more of a load po
lieehaveintoday’sworldthan)ustafew
years ago and that, plus the growth of
Bellektncheinlmdamundpop\ﬂaﬁon,

makes the grant especially appreciated.

Law enforcement grants

West River area law enforce-
ment agencies awarded federal
economic stimulus funds over
three years for personnel in-
cluded:

1 Rapid City Police Depart-
ment, $606,196 for four
officers

1 Oglala Sioux Tribal
Department of Public Safety,
$290,822 for two officers

1 Spearfish Police Department,
$154,728 for one officer

1 Box Elder Police Department,
$149,116 for one officer

I Martin Police Department,
$140,262 for one officer

1 Chamberlain Police Depart-
ment, $122,313 for one officer
I Mellette County Sheriff's
Department, $111,318 for one
officer
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Belle Fourche Police Department improvements underway

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The
Belle Fourche Police

Department is changing the way

it does business.

With a new police chief, a
couple new officers and an
entirely revamped policy manu-
al, the time has come for this
station to make quite the impact
on the community.

Belle Fourche Police Chief

Rob Hansen said he's been
working really hard to make cer-
tain improvements that will
essentially make the front part
of the department more welcom-
ing.

This week, Hansen has been
working to completely re-write
the standard operating proce-
dures for the department. In
addition to that, he's working to
overhaul the records manage-
ment system (o restructure how

the files are kept with the
department. This, he said, will
make it a lot casier to re-locate
archived files.

“It's about being a better
department and it's about better
serving this community,” he
said. “We're clearing out a lot of
stuff, cleaning up the offices and
making the front receptionist
arca a lot more welcoming to
the people that come in to visit.”

First and foremost, Hansen

Belle Fourche Police Chief Rob Hansen removes some of the hardware to a gate that was removed
directly at the entrance of the police station. His mission as the new chief is to open up the front
receptionist area and make the area more accessible to the public. Courtesy photo

When area residents stop by the police station in Belle Fourche they will start to notice several
aesthetic changes that will open up the area and create a more welcoming feel.

Courtesy photo

said the cage at the front door
had to go.

“We just tore it out and it
made a huge difference,” he
said.

Starting this week, crews will
be tearing down the wall that
separates the front lobby arca
and the front offices and a
receptionist window and counter
will be installed.

Crews will also build a wall
in the hallway that will separate
the front offices and the back
offices.

“This will hopefully give us a
fresh look and create a whole
new atmosphere,” he said.

In addition to the simple mod-
ifications, the chief is working
closely with the city of Belle
Fourche to make some future
renovations that will allow the
facility to operate a lot better.

Some of those include paving
the parking lot and possibly
adding an enclosed garage.

Hansen said those projects are
still up in the air, but the city
has drafted a renovation plan
that would open up the floor
plan.

Hansen said there have been
several discussions about possi-
bly relocating the entire depart-
ment to downtown, but for right
now, he's going to concentrating
on what he can do right now to
better the facility.

“If we plan on us staying
where we are at for a while
there are some immediate
changes we need to do,” [Hansen
said. “But my concern is know-
ing for sure what changes we
can afford to make right now
and what changes we can afford
to make in the future. Everyone
needs to look at the plans that
the city has drafted, because if
we were going to stay there it's a
beautiful plan.”

Councilman David Pummel,
who is also a member of the
Belle Fourche Police
Committee, said it's all going to
come down to using the better
use of the square footage they
already have.

Terry Wolterstorff, an engi-
neer with the city of Belle
Fourche, said he's comfortable
with the cost estimates he
received in regards to relocating
the police department and recon-
struction costs. According to his
report it would cost approxi-
mately $375,000 to relocate and
renovate the new building and
just under $1 million for a new
building.

“These are numbers that they
have seen in the last couple of
years in construction based on

square feet,” he said. “They are
pretty high because there are a
lot of issues logistically with
that building.”

Following a request from the
Belle Fourche Police
Committee, Wolterstorff drafted
a set of plans to renovate the
existing building that would
allow for 30 years or more of
usage. He said the plans would
open up the floor plan, which
will allow for better use of
space.

He also noted to begin think-
ing outside of the box, because
future plans for relocation could
be what is best for the depart-
ment in the end.

He recommended they consid-
er utilizing the current Butte
County Ambulance shop after
they relocate to their new build-
ing across the street.

“We have a lot of options,” he
said. “*So, right now I would rec-
ommend you make the modifi-
cations you need to make right
now and revisit this when we
know for sure. That way we're
not dumping money into some-
thing and 10 years from now
we're looking at doing some-
thing else.”

For example, instead of build-
ing a fully enclosed garage, per-
haps they plan on putting in
something a little more simple
and less expensive like a car-
port.

As for funding, city finance
officer Gloria Landphere said
that the city's 2010 budget
already includes $60,000 for po-
lice department improvements.

Committee members agreed.

“I think we should recommend
making the minimal changes to
the building and continue to in-
vestigate our long term solution,”
Pummel said.

In addition to physical changes,
the department has made a few
personnel changes. Robin Tracy
was hired as the new police sec-
retary. She replaces Christi Lier,
who was recently promoted to the
Belle Fourche Animal Control
Officer. In addition to Tracy, the
department has requested the city
of Belle Fourche approve Josh
Bach, who is their recommended
candidate for a training officer.

Pending city council approval,
the chief will also start advertising
for a replacement officer. If ap-
proved, the application deadline
for that position will be set for
May 15, which will give the de-
partment enough time to go
through the hiring process and a
new full time officer on board for
the summer months.
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Working
together

l Belle agrees to fund Butte County’s
full request for dispatch services

By HEATHER MURSCHEL

Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — After much considera-
tion, representatives from the city of Belle
Fourche agreed to pay Butte County all of the
funds requested for 2011 dispatch services,
because “it is a vital service to the community.”

Following a budget work session held two
weeks ago, the Belle Fourche City Council
agreed that the $209,822 requested was above
and beyond what other municipalities are pay-
ing, and proposed to decrease the city's alloca-
tion for services by $15.454. But, after a two-
hour meeting with Butte County
Commissioners Monday afternoon, city offi-
cials agreed later that day, at their regular coun-
cil meeting, to restore the funding.

With that said, the full council approved the
allocation for the 2011 budget during its regular
council meeting later that day. The $15,454 will
come [rom cash reserves.

Prior to that action, acting mayor Gary
Hendrickson, Councilwomen Cindy Snook and
Toni Moncur and Finance Officer Gloria
Landphere all met with commissioners in order
to discuss “possible wiggle room™ with their
current budget, in hopes their earmark to cut
funding to dispatch services would hold water.

“We're here to see if there is something we
can look at to reduce the budget,” Hendrickson
said. “We're very close to balancing our budget
for this year and we're hoping you find some
possible wiggle room in your budget to allow
for us to reduce our allocation.”

He added that the city's presence at the coun-
ty commissioner's meeting, was simply to find
common ground and hope the (wo entities
could work together to find a solution.

One of the major concerns council members
cited earlier in this discussion, is the fact that
the cost for dispatch services have continued to
increase, so much so that they were concerned
they couldn't afford the full amount any longer
and would need to look at outsourcing those
services.

“We're trying to plan for the future, and we
know that every little bit counts,” Hendrickson
said. “There is going to come a point that we
won't be able to afford it anymore.”

Snook said she has researched what other
county's pay for dispatch services

and simply requested the city of Belle
Fourche and Butte County allow for
that same playing field.

“We know we're already under the
gun for this year,” Snook said. “But
we'd like to look at the numbers and see
if there is something we can do.”

According to the preliminary budget
numbers available at the Butte County
Auditor's Office, the city of Belle
Fourche and Butte County would split
the total cost for 2011 dispatch services,
which has been estimated at $419,644.
Butte County, which utilizes tax rev-
enue from the entire county including
Newell, Vale and Nisland, would pay
$209,822 and the city of Belle Fourche
pays $209,822. In 2010 Butte County
requested the city of Belle Fourche pay
approximately $196,000, according to
financial documents filed with the city
finance office in Belle, the city only
paid S181,831.

The increased costs come from the
fact that call volume has increased sig-
nificantly over the last few years, and
overtime for dispatch employees is
becoming an issue, said Butte County
Sheriff Fred Lamphere

LLamphere added that the enhanced
operation system that the current dis-
patch employees utilize, allow for state-
of-the-art technology, but that caused
the equipment and maintenance costs to
increase as well.

“There is a cost for this type of pub-
lic service that rarely sees any rev-
enue,” Lamphere said. “My concern is
that if we choose to outsource our ser-
vices, we could end up losing in the end
because from my experience, you give
up all control.”

Moncur agreed, saying that the ser-
vices serve all of the people in Butte
County.

“We're in this together,” Moncur
said. “That's one thing that has
become apparent to me throughout this
last couple of weeks.”

Butte County State's Attorney
Timothy Vander Heide said that dis-
patch funds have been an ongoing dis-
cussion with the city since 2005, when
the agreement took place to have Butte
County and the city of Belle Fourche
fund the dispatch services together.

“I think it's a great idea to look at
this; that's what we've been hoping to
do for a couple of years now,” Vander
Heide said. “I suggest that we come
together to see if something can work
out for everyone and makes good

sense for everyone involved.”

He noted that over the last few
years, 65 to 70 percent of the calls
come from within the city limits.

County Commission Chair Kim
Kling said that he feels the county has
done all it can to provide accurate cost
information to the city of Belle
Fourche and would hope that the full
council could see what a value this
service is to the community.

“In the last five years, the county is
the one who has come up on the short
end and that affects us as far as opera-
tional costs,” Kling said.

“We've got it to the bare bones as
much as we can do right now,” said
county commissioner Steve Smeenk.
“That's why we're really not budging
right now. But, with that said, I would
hate to lose dispatch all together
because | think it's in the best interest
of the citizens to keep what we've got
going ... going.”

County Commissioner Marvin
Kindsfater said it's tough to put a cost
on services of this nature.

“We really need to look at how
many lives that would be cost if we
don't keep this going ... il we out-
source this service, there is a possibil-
ity that in case of an emergency we'd
take a back seat to higher paid ser-
vices ... people won't know all of the
nooks and crannies of the city that our
current dispatch officers do, and they
won't know our officers.”

Vander Heide echoed the commis-
sioners' sentiments.

“We've done what we can to keep it
as affordable as possible, we just want
to know if you are going to pay what
we've asked in the contract,” Vander
Heide said. “Are you going to honor
that agreement or not ... now that is
the question.”

With that said, all parties agreed to
meet to discuss the 2012 dispatch
funding and scheduled a meeting for
January 2011. This meeting, Vander
Heide suggested, should include two
representatives from the city council,
two representatives from the county,
perhaps members of the public and
representatives from Newell, Vale and
Nisland involved in emergency ser-
vices.

“I thought the meeting went well,”
said Snook. “I came out of that meet-
ing feeling a lot better about the situa-
tion.”
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Belle Fourche seeks

city finance of

By HEATHER MURSCHEL

Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The city of
Belle Fourche needs a finance offi-
cer.

Gloria Landphere, the city finance
officer in Belle Fourche for the last
12 years, abruptly resigned Oct. 11,
citing early retirement as her reason.

The Belle Fourche City Council
approved a motion Monday to begin
advertising for the position.

In the meantime, acting mayor
Gary Hendrickson and Cindy Snook,
president of the Belle Fourche City
Council, will sign the checks and the
rest of the staff at Belle Fourche
City Iall will work to complete the
other responsibilities.

“Everyone has been helping with
the additional work load and as far

icer

as | know, it's business as usual at
city hall,” Hendrickson said. “We're
doing our best to look for a tempo-
rary finance officer to fill in until we
find the right candidate for the job.”

The city 1s also advertising for the
position in the South Dakota
Municipal League newsletter that is
distributed throughout South
Dakota.

The application deadline has been
set for Dec. 3, but Hendrickson said
that the earliest they'll be able to fill
the position would probably be in
January 2011.

“This 1s going to take us some
time,” Hendrickson said. “We're
optimistic that we'll find the right
person for the job. I really appreci-
ate everyone going that extra mile to
help us through this time.”
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Belle councilwoman resigns

M Finance officer hired

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — After serving nearly three

terms, Linda McElwain said
goodbye to her fellow Belle
Fourche council members.

Effective immediately,
McElwain regretfully resigned
Monday because of scheduling
conflicts with her current
employment and her inability
to consistently attend city
meetings.

Mayor Gary Hendrickson
read a letter explaining her rea-
son after an executive session
following the regular meeting
Monday.

Since 2002, McElwain has
served the constituents of
Ward 2. Hendrickson said that
she has been an active repre-
sentative on the standing com-
mittees and a valuable
resource for the city.

McElwain said that she
hopes that her resignation
allows for them to all have a
stronger voice.

“Thank you for allowing me
to serve you and give back to
a community that has given so
much to me and my family,”
she said. “T will take with me
great knowledge, experience
and wonderful friends.

McElwain has been unable
to eight of the 16 Belle
Fourche City Council meet-
ings held since June. Two of
those, she attended via confer-
ence call.

According to her resigna-
tion letter, her job as a travel-
ing nurse in California has an
extended the timeframe for
that position, and she feels
that she's doing a disservice to
her constituents by not being
in Belle Fourche to attend the
council meetings.

“I feel that it is important to
our community to have a rep-
resentative that is more
resourceful,” she said.

To fill the vacancy, the
council voted to begin accept-
ing letters of interest {from
anyone who would like to
serve on the council until 5
p.m. on Jan. 14, 2011. The
council will then decide at its
regular meeting scheduled for
Jan. 18.

Also during the executive
session, the Belle Fourche
City Council discussed hiring
a finance officer. Afterward
the council agreed to hire
Sharon Mins of Miller as the
city's new finance officer.

The city began advertising
for the position following

S

Linda

.
McElwain
Gloria Landphere's abrupt res-
ignation on Oct. 11. After
culling through several
resumes, Hendrickson said he
is looking forward to having
Mins on staff.

“Sharon will be a great fit
and as we head into the New
Year, it's a relief to get that
position filled,” Hendrickson
said.

For the last 15 years, Mins
said that she was worked as
the finance officer for the
city of Miller. Prior to that,
she worked as the business
manager for the Miller
School District.

She plans on moving to
Belle Fourche in the next two
weeks and will begin her job
on Jan. 10, 2011.

“After visiting several
times, Belle Fourche is a lot
like Miller community-wise,
so I know I'm really going to
live living there,” Mins said.
“T've also heard a lot of great
things about Belle Fourche
and I'm looking forward to
meeting everyone.”

Mins said that she applied
for the position in Belle
Fourche because she has
always wanted to live in this
area.

“I have a lot of family that
already lives in the Black
Hills, so I already spend a
great deal of time out there
and just always loved it,”
Mins said.

The council approved her
salary at $55,801.29 a year
and after a six-month

employment review, her
salary will be increased to
$57,495.33.

During her first few weeks
of employment, Hendrickson
said that one of her main
responsibilities will be to
hire a new executive assis-
tant to mayor and council.
He said Betty Jo Jorgensen,

who also abruptly resigned
on Dec. 6 and previously
held that position, had a lot
of responsibilities, but and
her main duties included
working very closely with
the city finance officer.

“We want to allow Sharon
an opportunity to have some
input in that decision,”
Hendrickson said.

Hendrickson also
addressed the vacancy in the
city's engineering depart-
ment. Longtime city engineer
Terry Wolterstorff announced
his resignation so he could
accept a position in Gillette,
Wyo., in November. His res-
ignation was effective on
Dec. 14. For several weeks,
the city has advertised for the
open position, but until the
right candidate is hired,
Hendrickson said assistant
city engineer Steve Nafus,
who has worked in the city's
engineering department for
28 years, has taken over
Wolterstorff's responsibili-
ties.

“Despite these setbacks 1
feel that everyone is doing
what they can to continue
working hard for the people
of Belle Fourche,”
Hendrickson said. “I'm look-
ing forward to getting all of
our positions so we can [ocus
on other issues that affect the
city.”

In the meantime, he said
all of the department heads
are taking on additional
responsibilities and everyone
is relying on one another to
make an extra effort every-
day.

“The staff are doing an
outstanding job with keeping
up with daily activities and
also assuming extra responsi-
bilities,” he said. “It's very
much appreciated not only by
me, but other city staff and I
hope they know that.”

As for the letters of inter-
est, Hendrickson said the
candidates must be 18 years
or older and live in Ward 2.
The letters should include a
brief biography, which
includes job experience and
contact information, and a
letter of why they would like
to serve on the council.

Letters can be dropped off
or mailed to the Belle
Fourche City Hall at 511
Sixth Ave., Belle Fourche,
SD  57717. For more infor-
mation, call Belle Fourche
City Hall at 892-2494.
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A meeting of the minds

B City, county officials to discuss future of Butte County dispatch

By HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — If someone's
in trouble and needs help, they dial
911. If you live in Butte County, that
phone call will be dispatched to a
group of trained individuals huddled
together in the basement of the Butte
County Courthouse. From there, they
will call the police, direct the ambu-
lance or the fire department, comfort
the caller and within minutes, help is
on the way.

This vital public service, which
rarcly provides any additional revenue
for the county, is very expensive. The
question of who pays for it has been a
controversial one.

In order to compromise on the
amount of allocations both the city of
Belle Fourche and Butte County will
make for services in 2012, a meeting
has been organized for noon on
Wednesday, Jan. 12 at Belle Fourche
City Hall in the council chambers.

Belle Fourche Mayor Gary
Hendrickson said the purpose of the
meeting is to discuss the future of dis-
patch services in Butte County.

“We want to start having the conver-
sation right now so we can all be better
informed,” Hendrickson said. “That
way, when budget season comes
around again this summer - we're pre-
pared.”

Hendrickson will be in attendance,
along with Butte County Sheriff Fred
Lamphere, Deputy State's Attorney Tim
Vander Heide, various members of the
Butte County Commission and the
Belle Fourche City Council.

Vander Heide said the meeting would
meeting would be more or less an
organizational one.

“We hope to look at all of the aspects
of dispatch and determine the viability
of continuing to provide local services,”
Vander Heide said.

The county employs six full time dis-
patch officers and two part-time officers.
They take calls from throughout Butte
County and assist the Belle Fourche
Police Department with calls during the
noon hour, so the secretary can take a
lunch, and in the evenings and on the
weekends.

In 2010, the total cost for dispatch ser-
vices was estimated at $419,000. The cost
has continued to increase year after year

Butte County and city
of Belle Fourche
officials to meet at
noon on Wednesday,
Jan. 12 at
Belle Fourche City
Hall in the council
chambers. They will
discuss the future of
dispatch services in
Butte County.

because expenses for operation have
increased, and call volume has increased
since the introduction of the cellular tele-
phone. Approximately 70 percent of the
calls come from within city limits, so the
county's argument is that the city should
pay for that amount. The city's argument
is that they are already paying more for
dispatch scrvices than surrounding coun-
ties.

During the summer of 2010, Butte
County Commissioners requested the city
pay $209.822 for 2011 services.

Glona Landphere, the Belle Fourche
City Finance Officer at the time, said that
the city's budget had only earmarked
$181,831 for dispatch services, which
was what they paid in 2009.

After much consideration, several
meetings and hours of discuss
other counties and municipalities pay for
services, the city council voted to allocate
the full amount and had to supplement

Twyla Nelson takes a call from the field during her day shift at the Butte County Dispatch Center located in the basement of the Butte
County Courthouse in Belle Fourche. Pioneer photo by Heather Murschel

thosc funds through the reserve account.

It was at that ume that Hendnckson,
along with several other city and county
officials, agreed they would meet at the
start of the New Year to discuss the 2012
appropriations and discuss the future of dis-
patch.

“That way, we know what we're working
with,” Hendrickson said. “We are going 1o
get through this together and in the end,
we're all going to be better off.”

The first question they will have to
answer Wednesday is whether city and
county officials would like to continue to
provide the service, or hire an out-ol-state
company to take over.

If that's the case, then officials will need
to cross reference their information and find
out if that scenario is economical.

If not, then, city and county officials will
need 1o come up with an agreement and/or
put together a contract to ensure that each
party pays their amount come budget time.
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Belle Fourche City

On April 10 Belle Fourche voters will go to the polls to vote
for the city council. There are six candidates for council and
Mayor Gary Hendrickson is running unopposed.

The Black Hills Pioneer wants voters to be informed for
Election Day, so candidates were sent a questionnaire.

poses only.

Below are the candidates' answers published verbatim.

Some answers may have been edited slightly for length pur-

Gloria Landphere

My name is
Gloria Landphere
and I am running
for Ward 11
Council Person
Jor the City of
Belle Fourche.

What qualifies
you for this posi-
tion?

I have a work-
ing knowledge of
municipal govern-
ment ordinances
and procedures. |
care about our community and want (o
sce it thrive and maintain a good quality
of life for its citizens.

What are some of the issues you feel
need to be addressed in Belle Fourche?
How do you plan to solve these issues
within your community?

I feel that we need (o have a strong
infrastructure with our streets, sidewalks

Gloria
Landphere

and alleys. Maintenance and repair is
expensive but if we perform repairs when
they are needed, it will be less expensive
in the long run. You see more and more
people using the outside activity areas of
Belle Fourche, and we need to keep
streets, sidewalks and alleys in good con-
dition and safe.

The best way the city can attain this is
through having a strong development
plan for maintenance and repair and mak-
ing this a priority during the budget
process.

How do you feel about the future of
economic development in Belle
Fourche? And what can you do, if
elected, to further growth in Belle
Fourche? How do you plan to help the
development of the new Industrial
Park?

I have grouped these three questions
together because economic development
falls under a community committee that
has representation of a council member.
Belle Fourche has always had leaders in

the community that served on that com-
mittee. As a council member, I would
encourage whomever that representa-
tive was to promote the search for
development opportunities for Belle
Fourche. As the economy and life
changes, we should always look for-
ward to see what is the best for Belle
Fourche.

How do you feel about the
increased traffic due to the North
Dakota oil boom?

How do you plan to tackle the
issues that arise from the increase in
traffic?

Whenever there's growth in develop-
ment and you're in the path of it, it's
natural to see increased activity in the
arca. I've lived in other arcas where this
has happened. This kind of activity can
create economic growth for our econo-
my. One area is in increased sales tax,
which helps with providing services to
our citizens.

The second question is difficult. I

know there has been discussion as to
the "what ifs" due to the oil develop-
ment. At this point, the "what ifs" are
still "what ifs." I feel that Belle Fourche
should continue to develop its infra-
structure and when issues do become
apparent take a proactive approach to
solving them.

What else would you like people to
know about you?

I was born and raised here, left for 26
years and returned to be with family. |
worked for the city of Belle Fourche for
over 12 years. I've since retired. Belle
Fourche is a great place to be. I'm
doing things I never had time to do
when I worked. I'm dedicated to my
community. We have a nice community
and we need to work to keep it that
way. If elected, I will do my best to use
a positive approach to solve the chal-
lenges our community faces. [ believe
in listening to cc i cmbers, [
think it takes all of us to make things
work.
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Belle Fourche to elect
city council, school board

By Milo Dailey

Butte County Post staff

BELLE FOURCHE -
Belle Fourche city voters
will have one less council
race to decide in the Tues-
day, April 10, city election.

Deb Fernen said last
week that she would not
serve in Ward 1 regardless of
election results in her race
against incumbent
Chrisann Mateer.

In the school board race,
seven candidates are seek-
ing three seats, including
the three incumbents.

Both city council and
school board terms this year

are for three years. It's the
first year that the city gov-
ernment positions are for
three instead of two years.

Fernen’s announcement
came as her husband, Butte
County Commissioner Ken
Fernen, is undergoing can-
cer treatment.

“l wanted to take my
name off the ballot,” she
said, “but it was too late”

She added, “I want them
to vote for Chrisann.”

She will retain her ap-
pointed seat on the Belle
Fourche Planning and Zon-
ing Commission.

Under state law, Mateer
would hold the seat until

Landphere Washburn

Pummel

Mateer

Galiagher Morton

Brill Whitman

resignation or incapacita-
tion if the election favored
Fernen and Fernen declines.

That leaves just two con-
tested seats on the council.

In Ward 2, Byron Suther-
land and Gloria Landphere
are seeking an open seat and
in Ward 4, incumbent John
Washburn and former
council member David
Pummel are seeking the
seat.

The seven candidates for
school board include in-
cumbents Sue Crago Whit-
man, Nita Justice and Kim
Chytka Brill, Tracey Gal-
lagher, Jeff Otterman, Heidi
Morton and Jean Helmer.

Helmer

Otterman

Justice
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Tuesday is Election Day

PIONEER STAFF REPORTS

NORTHERN HILLS — Tuesday,
April 10 is Election Day for a num-
ber of cities and school boards in
the Northern Hills. The following
elections will take place:

In Lead, voters will choose two
city commissioners. Incumbent
Rose Burns and newcomers Ron
Everett and TJ Larson are vying for
a three-year term.

Current city commissioner Casey
Borsch has chosen not to seek re-
election.

Polls in I_ead are open from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Days
Inn/Golden Hills Resort, 900
Miners Ave.

Whitewood residents will have
the chance to go to the polls to vote
for mayor and city council candi-
dates on Tuesday. All seats are for
lwo years.

[ncumbent Deb Schmidt and chal-
lenger Bruce White are vying for
the mayor position. Jessica
Rosencranz is challenging incum-
bent Randal Wiege for a Ward 1
council spot.

Roxie Cooper is running unop-
posed for her Ward 2 council spot.
Mitchell Harmon is running unop-
posed for the Ward 3 council spot
held by Rick Heinrich, who is not
seeking re-election.

Voting will occur from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at Whitewood City Hall,
located at 1025 Meade St.

Deadwood voters will go to the
polls to choose two city commis-
stoners. Incumbents Gary Todd

and Georgeann Silvernail are being challenged by
Wayne Morris and Sharon Martinisko. The
Deadwood City Commission term is for three
years.

Voting will occur from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at
Deadwood City Hall, located at 102 Sherman St.,
Deadwood.

Voters in the Lead-Deadwood School District
will choose two three-year school board members
from the slate of candidates Alex Hamann, Tim
Madsen and incumbent Suzanne Rogers.

[ead-Deadwood School District voters can
vote in Lead at the Days Inn/Golden Hills Resort,
900 Miners Ave. or at Deadwood City Hall, 102
Sherman St. Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Belle Fourche is holding its combined
city/school board elections on Tuesday from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Belle Fourche Community
Hall at 512 6th Ave. in Belle Fourche.

Voters can choose between five candidates for
seats on Belle Fourche City Council. Byron
Southerland and Gloria LLandphere are seeking an
open Ward 2 council seat, former councilman
David Pummel and incumbent John Washburn
are looking to fill an open Ward 4 seat and
Chrisann Mateer is running unopposed for the
Ward | seat.

Deb Fernen announced Monday that she was
no longer seeking to serve on the council as her
husband, Butte County Commissioner Ken
Fernen, 1s undergoing treatment for cancer.

Belle Fourche Mayor Gary Hendrickson is run-
ning unopposed.

There are seven candidates hoping to fill three
seats on the Belle Fourche School Board, incum-
bents Sue Crago Whitman, Nita Justice and Kim
Brill, as well as Tracey Gallagher, Jean Helmer,
Heidi Morton and Jeff Otterman.

All Belle Fourche city council and school
board elections are for three-year positions.
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Landphere, Pummel to join Mateer
on Belle City Council

By ADAM HURLBURT
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — Two
newcomers are set to join
incumbent Chrisann Mateer
on the Belle Fourche City
Council.

Election night wasn't too
stressful for Belle Fourche
Mayor Gary Hendrickson, the
incumbent run unopposed
this year. Needless to say,
Hendrickson will retain his
position as mayor of Belle
Fourche for the next three
years.

Belle Fourche City Council
election results favored new-
comers over incumbents for
the council's three, three-year
term seats on Ward 1, Ward 2
and Ward 4.

Belle Fourche's Ward 1 vot-
ers reinstated councilwoman
Chrisann Mateer for another
three-year term Tuesday
evening. Mateer ran against
Deb Fernen, who announced

two weeks ago that she would Gloria worked for the city of Belle
1 ery Miivcomnn: Fourche for more than 12

(l'cc}{ne 1o serve on city coun Landilkére e PO

cil if elected as her husband, p years, but is now retired. “I'm

Butte County commissioner
Ken Fernen, is undergoing treatment for
cancer. Fernen wasn't able to withdraw

David
Pummel

before deadline. In spite of this, Fernen
received 12 votes. Mateer received 56.

“I want to thank Deb Fernen,

who came forward with good
intentions to run for the Ward
1 council seat but had to give
up her candidacy due to a
medical emergency in her
family,” Mateer said Tuesday
night. “My thoughts and
prayers, as well as the com-
munities, are with her. I will
continue to do my best to
serve Ward 1 for the coming
three-year term.”

Gloria Landphere won the
Ward 2 seat on Belle Fourche
City Council with 104 votes.
Her opponent, Byron

“I'm glad it was a close
race,” Sutherland said, “I'm
sure Gloria will do a great
job.

Landphere was born and
raised in Belle Fourche, left
for 26 years and returned to
be with her family. She

very happy because I think
I'm up for the challenge,”
Landphere said. “I'd like to thank

Belle Fourche proposes
$196,400 for subsidy allocations

By KAYLEE TSCHETTER
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The Belle
Fourche City Council proposed
$196.400 in subsidy allocations for the
2014 fiscal year at a special meeting on
Wednesday. an increase of $42,050 in
allocations from 2013.

All subsidies are pending final approv-
al.

The city voted to allocate $300 to
benefit the Ft. Robinson Run, the same
amount the fund received last year and
requested this year.

CASA of the Northern Hills will re-
ceive $500, the same amount as they
received last year and a $500 decrease
from the $1.000 they requested for 2014.

The Belle Fourche Cowboy Band will
receive $1,000 for 2014, and an addi-
tional $1.500 that they previously re-
quested and were allocated in 2013 that
they clected not to take at the time.

Neighborhood Housing will receive
the $1.000 they requested this year,
which is the same amount they requested
and were allocated in 2013.

The Good Shepard Clinic requested
the same amount as last year and will
receive $1.000 for 2014,

“That would be an item we could

possibly take a look at for a little bit of

an increase,” said Belle Fourche Mayor
Gary Hendrickson. “Let’s do the $1,000
and carmark it.”

The Helpline Center, or the 24-7 free
information line 211, requested $1.500
but were allocated $1.000 for 2014, the
same amount as last year.

RSVP requested $3.000 and the city
will fund that request, which is the same
amount as their 2013 allocation.

Prairie Hills Transit received $2.600
last year and requested $4.,000 this year.
Councilwoman Francis Hayes suggest-
ed the city cut the transit’s funding to
$1.000 because the transit system brings
in money through ride fees. However,
the council decided to allocate $2.000 to
the transit system.

Teen Court requested $7.600, the same
amount as last year, and were allocated
that amount for 2014.

The Center of the Nation Business
Association requested $12.500, with
$2.500 to go into a separate account for
Hometown Thursdays. Their allocation
last year was $10,000. The council de-
cided to allocate $10.000 total for 2014.

The Black Hills Roundup Rodeo
board requested $20.000, the same
amount as they were allocated last year.

Sutherland, received 90 votes.

Byron for running
and I'd like to
thank everyone
that's supported
me.”

Belle Fourche
business owner
David Pummel has
been elected to rep-
resent Ward 4 at
city council for the
next three years.
Pummel received
130 votes.
Incumbent John
Washburn received 58 votes.

“Congratulations to Dave,” Washburn
said Tuesday evening. “I'm not a bit sorry
that I lost — not to somebody like him.
He's been there before and he'll do a good
job.”

Pummel previously served a two-year
term as Ward 4 representative and has
lived in Belle Fourche for most of his
adult life. Pummel owns and operates
David Pummel and Associates, LLC, a
certified public accounting firm.

“I appreciate the support of the people
in Ward 4 and I'll do my best to serve
them as well as possible,” Pummel said.

This is the first year that Belle Fourche
City Council members will serve three-
year terms.

Chrisann
Mateer
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and were awarded the same funding for 2014.

The Butte County Ambulance service
requested $67.500 for 2014, an increase
of $37.500 from their 2013 allocation of
$30.000.

“T would like to ask that we fund it at this
number ... and see where we’re at next year,”
said Councilwoman Gloria Landphere, a rep-
resentative on the ambulance board. The re-
quested funding of $67.500 would go toward
building an equipment reserve and providing
ambulance replacements, and was granted for
2014.

The Senior Center was allocated $2.850 for
2013 and requested $3.500 for 2014, which
was granted and an increase of $650.

The Belle Fourche Visitor Information
Center was granted up to $78.000 in funding
for 2014. contingent on the recommendation
of a task force comprised of Councilwomen
Chrisann Mateer, Gloria Landphere, and
Councilman Greg Raisanen, to decide who
will run the center and how much it will cost.

Black Hills Vision was allocated $5.000 for
2013, and requested $10.000 for 2014, but was
not granted any funding at this time.

New applications for 2014, including Inner
Mountain Family Programs, Realtors for Kids,
and Victims of Violence, also received $0 in
funding for 2014.
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Task force to decide
funding for visitor center

By KAYLEE TSCHETTER
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The Belle Fourche City
Council unanimously decided to earmark up to
$78,000 in their 2014 budget to go to the Belle
Fourche Visitor Information Center. an entity man-
aged by the Belle Fourche Chamber of Commerce.
But this funding is contingent on a report from a
task force established by the city of Belle Fourche
to investigate what entity should run the center and
how much that should cost.

The $78,000 would be a $10.000 increase from
fiscal year 2013 if the full amount is allocated.

The money requested by the visitor center would
be used to hire an additional seasonal employee.
provide signs on the north and south ends of town
to direct visitors to the facility. and provide touch
screen monitors that would potentially allow for
the facility to remain open 24-hours a day.

Jeff Otterman. chamber president. said a task
force was established last year that included city
members and chamber members who set require-
ments the Belle Fourche Chamber of Commerce
and Visitor Information Center must meet, such as
extending business hours.

The new task force. comprised of
Councilwomen Chrisann Mateer. Gloria
Landphere, and Councilman Greg Raisanen, will
meet in the next few weeks and recommend to the
full council by Sept. 30 who should run the Belle
Fourche Visitor Information Center and the dollar
amount needed to do so.

“We'd really like to take a look at that (re-
quest),” said Mateer at the city council meeting
Wednesday, citing that the visitor center employ-
ees’ job is to promote the city of Belle Fourche.
“We're not seeing that type of commitment from
the employees at the visitors center.”

“You're not seeing it because you're not in the
center,” countered Teresa Schanzenbach, executive

dircctor of the chamber.

“We nced to take a portion of thosc dollars and
usc them for advertising. We're the only ones sup-
porting Belle Fourche businesscs. We do take it
very seriously ... we extended the weekend hours.
We will continue to be open through the scason of
September.” she said. “We get very, very positive
comments back from all our guests on how they re
treated.”

Mateer suggested that the city should not fund
the Belle Fourche Visitor Information Center at
that time.

“If it’s not funded at all then it will only be the
chamber of commerce there.” Schanzenbach said.
adding that the visitor center’s hours have been
extended despite a $10.000 cut in funding last
year. “We have made the changes as was asked for
(by the task force) ... I haven’t heard onc thing
about how someone isn’t treated well in the visitor
center ... IT vou cut that now, we have no way of
funding advertising for 2014. Pcople arc looking
at us and they do want to come. The staff is award
winning. We have been recognized by the state.”™

Mateer then suggested cutting funding to
$40.000 to $50,000 per vear. to “get the same. if
not better, service from some other company.”

Other council members were not in agreement
with that suggestion. Councilman David Pummel
suggested earmarking $80.000 to operate the cen-
terin 2014,

“We don’t have to spend it now. but let’s set that
aside,” Pummel said. ~“We need to work through
these issues ... we don’t want to come up short.”

The Belle Fourche City Council came to an
agreement to earmark up to $78,000 to be bud-
geted for 2014 for the Belle Fourche Visitor
Information Center, with the amount of money to
be spent contingent on the recommendation of the
task force.
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Will the Belle
Fourche visitor
center be funded?

By KAYLEE TSCHETTER
AND HEATHER MURSCHEL
Black Hills Pioneer

BELLE FOURCHE — The fate
of the Center of the Nation Visitor
Center at the Belle Fourche Chamber
of Commerce will be revealed next
Monday.

Whether the chamber should be
removed as the operator of the visitor
center or not has leng been subject of
debate among both city and chamber
representatives, but the controversy
gained momentum during a subsidy
hearing before the Belle Fourche City
Council in August.

After considering an $80,000 request
for the Center of the Nation Visitor
Center, it was noted during discussions
that on the application the request
stated it was coming from the Center
of the Nation Visitor Center, “an en-
tity” of the Belle Fourche Chamber
of Commerce. This confused both
members of the council and area resi-

See VISITOR CENTER
- Page 5

VISITOR CENTER

2013 BUDGET

Income/City Allocation

$68,000

Expenses
$68,000

Program Expense
$500

Advertising
$16,285

Travel/Conference
$1,250

Administration
$10,680

Payroll
$39,285
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