Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission

Minutes
Special Session
Date: January 28, 2026
City Council Chambers
511 6™ Avenue
Time: 4:00 p.m.

The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in special session on January 28, 2026,

with Chair Bob Somervold presiding. Members present were Jim Doolittle, Tricia Fowler, and
Travis Martin, with Larry Schmaltz absent. Also present: Mayor Randy Schmidt, City
Administrator Jason LaFayette, City Engineer Brent Hardy, Assistant City Engineer Steve Nafus,
Christina Stirling, Scott Creed, Leslie Creed, and Hailey Hanzlik.

MINUTES
Pledge of Allegiance

Motion Fowler, second Martin to recommend adopting the agenda. Motion carried
with a unanimous vote.

Motion Doolittle, second Fowler to recommend approval of the minutes of December 10,
2025. Motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Conditional Use Permit — daycare in Rural Residential District
Owner, Applicant: Christina Stirling

Lot 4A, Block 1, Hat Ranch Subdivision

19236 Hat Ranch Drive

City of Belle Fourche,

Butte County

e Staff has been in contact with both the Petitioner as well as the Department of Social
Services as the Petitioner has previously operated a licensed daycare in Murdo, South
Dakota.

e Petitioner is getting plans and a schedule for a fenced area to submit to both their
Home Owners Association and the City of Belle Fourche Building Department.

e The Use Permit shall be valid only when, as long as, the home daycare is
licensed/registered by South Dakota Child Care Services;

e [f the Commission and Council are inclined to grant approval of the requested use-
permitted-on-review, staff recommends that said approval be conditioned upon
successful licensure by the State of South Dakota.

e A fence permit has been issued for the property.

e The applicant has been issued a state daycare license.

Commissioner Travis Martin noted his appreciation of seeing the well-done proposal and
accompanying recommendations from previous daycare participants. Martin added that
the city does not enforce other organizations’ private agreements, in this case: Hat
Ranch’s HOA covenants. The Planning & Zoning Commission received letters from the
HOA Board approving daycare. Martin concluded that just because the city approves the
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conditional use permit, doesn’t mean the HOA might not have any issues in the future,
and suggested the applicant keep that in mind.

Motion Doolittle, second Martin to recommend approval of the conditional use permit for
a daycare at Lot 4A, Block 1, Hat Ranch Subdivision, 19236 Hat Ranch Drive, City of
Belle Fourche, Butte County with conditions cited by staff. Motion carried with a
unanimous vote.

Variance — 1-foot side setback to allow the demolition of existing garage and
construction of a new garage in Small Lot Single Family Residential District
Owner, Applicant: Colten Broderson

Lot 5, Block 43, OTS

619 Lawrence Street

City of Belle Fourche,

Butte County

e The applicant, in the application for variance from zoning ordinance and attachments
thereto, has met the burden of proof demonstrating that the spirit of the zoning
ordinances will be observed by granting the variance.

e There are special circumstances or conditions (such as exceptional narrowness,
topography, or siting.) The existing lot has major grade changes across the lot. The
proposed garage would require a 1’ setback.

e Application of the ordinance, i.e. approval of the variance request, will allow the
applicant of any reasonable use of the land.

e Application of the ordinance, i.e. approval of the variance request, will not result in an
unnecessary hardship that is substantial and of compelling force.

e  Owner would be required to obtain a building permit for the proposed structure.

City Engineer Brent Hardy explained that the property owner currently has a garage that
is legally non-conforming due to it being on the property prior to the establishment of the
zoning districts and corresponding setback requirements. The applicant is wanting to
replace the current garage with a new garage in the exact same location, which would
require a variance due to the setback of the current garage being 1 foot away from the
side property line. Martin confirmed that the request is for a 1-foot setback, not a 1-foot
variance.

Motion Martin, second Fowler to recommend approval of the variance for a 1-foot side
setback to allow the demolition of existing garage and construction of a new garage in
Small Lot Single Family Residential District at Lot 5, Block 43, OTS, 619 Lawrence
Street, City of Belle Fourche, Butte County with conditions cited by staff. Motion carried
with a unanimous vote.

Final Plat

Owner, Applicant: Robert Shear

Lots L1, L2, and L3,

Peaceful Pines Subdivision,

A Subdivision of Lot L of Peaceful Pines Subdivision,
Located in a Portion of the NE ¥ SE % of Section 8,
T8N, R2E, BHM,

Butte County, South Dakota

Page 2 of 3



This is a minor subdivision of Lot L Peaceful Pines Subdivision into 3 Lots. This
property is located outside Belle Fourche City Limit and within the 3-mile review area of
City of Belle Fourche. Disclosure statement has been filed with this plat — disclosing,
water, sewer, streets, utilities responsibilities.

e On sheet two of the final plat the owner certificate needs to include the address of
the owner.
e And check to make sure the notary acknowledgement is the correct state.

Motion Fowler, second Martin to recommend approval of the final plat for Lots L1, L2,
and L3, Peaceful Pines Subdivision, A Subdivision of Lot L of Peaceful Pines
Subdivision, located in a Portion of the NE % SE ¥4 of Section 8, T8N, R2E, BHM, Butte
County, South Dakota with conditions cited by staff. Motion carried with a unanimous
vote.

7. Update regarding city action:
a. Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission December 10, 2025; approved by
City Council December 15, 2025:
i. Final Plat

Owner, Applicant: Debra and Layton Lensegrav; VVanocker Development
Lot A,
Bunkhouse Subdivision
Formerly a portion of Lensegrav Addition
All located in the SW % of Section 15
T8N, R2E, BHM,
City of Belle Fourche,
Butte County, South Dakota

8. Informational — No action
a. Hardy noted that the next regular Planning & Zoning meeting is still scheduled
for next Wednesday, February 4™, and that with this special meeting occurring,
there are no agenda items for the February 4™ meeting as of right now. Official
cancellations will be announced Friday, January 30"
b. Martin added that if we do end up having the Planning & Zoning meeting on
February 4™, he will be absent.

9. Adjourn. Motion by Fowler, second by Martin to adjourn at 4:07 pm. Motion
carried with a unanimous vote.
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