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Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Minutes 
Regular Session 

Date: October 15, 2025 
City Council Chambers 

511 6th Avenue 
Time:  4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in regular session on October 15, 2025, 
with Chairman Bob Somervold presiding. Members present were Jim Doolittle, Tricia Fowler, 
Travis Martin, and Larry Schmaltz. Also present: City Engineer Brent Hardy and Hailey 
Hanzlik. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Motion Doolittle, second Schmaltz to recommend adopting the agenda. Motion carried  

with a unanimous vote.  
 

3. Motion Martin, second Schmaltz to recommend approval of the minutes of October 1,  
2025. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
4. Conditional Use Permit = have an existing house be an Air BnB vacation home in Single 

Family Residential District 
Owner, Applicant: Randy Sowers 
Lot 5A, Block 1, Ridge Estates 
10941 Sourdough Road, 
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County 
 
The applicant has constructed a single family home and wants to use it as a vacation rental 
home. As part of Chapter 17.35.040, applicant will need to provide South Dakota Department 
of Health lodging license and proof of South Dakota Sales Tax number. Upon completion of 
submittal of required information, staff recommends approval of use of the property of the 
vacation home conditional use permit. 

 
Motion Schmaltz, second Fowler to recommend approval of the conditional use permit of 
Lot 5A, Block 1, Ridge Estates, 10941 Sourdough Road, City of Belle Fourche, Butte 
County with conditions cited by staff. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

  
5. Final Plat 

Owners, Applicants: Matt and Christine Travis 
Lots 1-10 of 
The Ridge Subdivision and 
Dedicated Public R.O.W of Buffalo View Court 
Formerly Tract F-5 of 
Helmer Tracts 
S ½ SW ¼, Section 25, 
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T8N, R2E, BHM 
Butte County, South Dakota 
 
The proposed plat creates 10 Lots from Tract F-5 in the Ridge Subdivision and dedicates the 
right-of-way for Buffalo View Court in the 3 mile jurisdiction.  The preliminary plan was 
presented before the Planning and Zoning Commission on September 17th.  Upon review,  the 
following items are noted: 
 

 Signature blocks for the city planning commission, city engineer and common council 
are needed. 

 Need to verify that the “189.47’” dimension between Lots 7 and 10 is correct. 
 
Motion Martin, second Schmaltz to recommend approval of the final plat of Lots 1-10 of 
The Ridge Subdivision and Dedicated Public R.O.W of Buffalo View Court, Formerly 
Tract F-5 of, Helmer Tracts, S ½ SW ¼, Section 25, T8N, R2E, BHM, Butte County, 
South Dakota with conditions cited by staff. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
6. Update regarding city action: 

a. Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission – October 1, 2025; approved by 
City Council– October 6, 2025: 

i. Final Plat 
   Owner, Applicant: Robert Shear 
   Lots N, O, P, Q, R, S, and T, 
   Peaceful Pines Subdivision,  
   And Dedicated Public Right of Way 
   Located in a portion of the NE ¼ SE ¼,  
   Section 8, T8N, R2E, BHM, 
   Butte County, South Dakota 
 

ii. Final Plat 
   Owners, Applicants: Bryan and Linda Hefty 
   Lot 16A, Block 6,  
   A Part of Tract A-1 of Hat Ranch 2 Subdivision,  
   Located in the N ½ of Section 35 
   and the NW ¼ of Section 36,  
   T8N, R2E, BHM,  
   City of Belle Fourche, 
   Butte County, South Dakota 
 
7. Informational – No action 

a. City Engineer Brent Hardy reminded all that beginning in November, the 
Planning & Zoning Commission will have one meeting a month, the first 
Wednesday of every month. It was noted that March will be the next month when 
there will be two meetings a month.  

 
8. Adjourn. Motion by Schmaltz, second by Martin to adjourn at 4:03 pm. Motion  

carried with a unanimous vote. 


