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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

Board Meeting Minutes: October 15th, 2025, 5:30pm   

Belle Fourche Rec Center-Montana Room 

1111 National St. 

Belle. Fourche, S.D. 57717 

 

Board Members: 

Present: Stephanie Hobbs-Vetter, Falina Selchert, Terry Hoscheid, Clark Sowers, and Heidi 

Parker 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Council Member Kristal Steeves and Rec Center Director Jody 

Westberg 

Absent: None 

Quorum Present: Yes 

 

Others Present: Josh Abraham, Blade Stotz, Morgan Krul, Courtney Svoboda, and Mayor Randy 

Schmidt. 

 

Proceedings: 

 

1. Meeting called to order by President Hobbs-Vetter at 5:30p.m. 

 

2. Motion Selchert, second Sowers to approve the minutes from the September 2025, 

advisory board meeting. Motion passed without dissent. 

 

3. Motion Selchert, second Sowers to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion passed without 

dissent. 

 

4. Community Input.  

 

a. President Hobbs-Vetter stated she has received input from members of the public, 

and noted comments on the community page, regarding the city parks “looking 

amazing” and she requested accolades be passed onto the city team caring for the 

parks. 

b. President Hobbs-Vetter inquired about the dirt hill at the new skate park and if 

construction was complete. Mayor Schmidt stated there were a few more 

construction items, and some clean-up to be completed; but the skate park project 

was near completion. 
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c. The advisory board discussed the current crosswalk situation near the skate park 

intersections, including possible new locations and the feasibility of a crosswalk 

with an alert button, along with future budgeting from the city or potential grant 

options to pay for one or more cross walk alert buttons. 

 

5. Rec Center Director Jody Westberg and Customer Service Representative Morgan Krul 

discussed the recent 2025 Governor’s Award ceremony they attended with City 

Administrator Jason Lafayette. The City of Belle Fourche received the Outstanding 

Public Employer award for their outstanding contributions to improving employment 

opportunities for people with disabilities. Morgan Krul also spoke directly to her 

experience working for the City of Belle Fourche, Rec Center, the support provided and 

personal growth from her employment.  

 

6. Blade Stotz, owner of JBK Martial Arts LLC, presented his idea for bringing Brazilian 

Jiu-Jitsu to the Belle Fourche Rec Center. Mr. Stotz is proposing a 3–6-month trial 

period, with a possible room rental discount or a 70/30 percentage profit share received 

from the training courses. He is also requesting mats to be purchased by the Rec Center, 

which would be utilized for his Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu course and could be utilized for other 

potential programming at the Rec Center. The discussion was tabled until the next 

advisory board meeting and a proposed written contract was requested to be presented. 

 

7. Discussion was presented regarding the potential of painting pickle ball court lines at 

several other park locations within the city, beyond Gay Park, which currently is the only 

city park with a designated pickle ball court. Jones and Highland Park were two options 

presented. The discussion included the possibility of painting pickle ball lines on courts 

with already existing tennis lines and nets, and utilizing the tennis net, for pickle ball 

play. There was also discussion of netting to catch rouge balls that may go out of play in 

parks with no fencing surrounding the court. Discussion also included the potential 

revenue that could come from more pickle ball opportunities including potential 

tournaments and overflow of interested players from other communities. Further 

information regarding this potential revenue stream will be investigated by the advisory 

board and presented at a future meeting. Members of the public interested in pickle ball 

court lines being painted at specific city parks will be directed to their city council 

representatives. 

 

8. Motion Parker, second Selchert to approve Butte and Lawrence Counties 4-H Educator, 

Audrey Pruitt’s, request to pay a rental rate of $230 for exclusive use of the Rec Center 

Gym and Swimming pool facilities from 1pm-3pm, on November 9th, 2025. Motion passed 

four to one. 

 

9. Discussion regarding the 2026 Rec Center membership and facility rental rates focused 

on the current group of two and past senior couple rates. The possibility of lowering the 

group of two rate by $30 was discussed. Further discussions on membership and facility 
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rental rates were tabled until the next advisory board meeting where final advisements 

will be confirmed. 

 

10.  Motion Selchert, second Sowers to approve Rec Center Director Jody Westberg’s 

recommendation to accept the resignation of Darian Pesicka, Lifeguard for the Belle 

Fourche Rec Center, Aquatics division, effective October 15th, 2025. Motion passed 

without dissent. 

 

11.  Motion Parker, seconded by Selchert to approve Rec Center Director Jody Westberg’s 

recommendation to accept the resignation of Delphine Davis, Building Supervisor for the 

Belle Fourche Rec Center-Administrative Division, effective October 15th, 2025. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

12.   Rescindment of the employment offer for Rodney Pennypacker as a Building Supervisor, 

Administrative Division, for the Belle Fourche Rec Center was acknowledged.  

 

13.  Motion Parker, seconded by Selchert, to approve Rec Center Director Jody Westberg’s 

recommendation to accept the resignation of Sharon Thompson, Customer Service 

Representative for the Belle Fourche Rec Center-Customer Service Division, effective 

October 15th, 2025. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

14.  Informational 

 

a. Vice President Selchert spoke to the new ownership of the Northern Hills Cinema in 

Spearfish, S.D., and that the theatre would be staying open at this time. The 

number of theatres being used by the cinema may be decreased, and there may be a 

future opportunity of purchasing equipment from the cinema theatre for the Rec 

Center. Vice President Selchert will keep the board informed and possibly set up a 

meeting at the Rec Center auditorium with someone from the Northern Hill’s 

Cinema. 

 

15.   Date, time and location of the next Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting was 

confirmed and set for October 29th, 2025, at 5:30pm, in the Montana room at Belle 

Fourche Rec Center. Member Parker noted she will be absent from the October 29th, 

2025, meeting. 

 

16.  Motion Selchert, second Hoscheid to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed without dissent. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.  
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