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Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Minutes 
Regular Session 

Date: December 3, 2025 
City Council Chambers 

511 6th Avenue 
Time:  4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in regular session on December 3, 2025, 
with Chair Bob Somervold presiding. Members present were Jim Doolittle, Tricia Fowler, Travis 
Martin, and Larry Schmaltz. Also present: Mayor Randy Schmidt, City Administrator Jason 
LaFayette, City Engineer Brent Hardy, and Hailey Hanzlik. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Motion Fowler, second Schmaltz to recommend adopting the agenda. Motion carried  

with a unanimous vote.  
 

3. Motion Doolittle, second Martin to recommend approval of the minutes of October 15, 
2025. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
4. Rezoning Amendment = Multi-family Residential District to Single-family Residential  

District 
Owner, Applicant: Truax Rentals, LLC; Chad Truax 
Lot DR, 
Block 1, 
Morningside Addition, 
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County, South Dakota 
 
Property owner has requested a zoning change for Lot DR, Block 1 Morningside Addition. 
Present zoning is Multi-Family Residential. Owner would like to change the zoning to Single 
Family Residential. This lot was identified in the Comprehensive Plan as residential. This use 
would be consistent with the area. 
 
City Engineer Brent Hardy noted that this lot was previously zoned as Single-family 
Residential District and was rezoned to Multi-family Residential, but that plans for multi-
family aspect were never utilized. The current owner now has plans for Single-family use for 
the lot.  

 
Motion Schmaltz, second Martin to recommend approval of the rezoning petition of Lot 
DR, Block 1, Morningside Addition, City of Belle Fourche, Butte County, South Dakota. 
Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

  
 
 
 



 
  

Page 2 of 2 

5. Update regarding city action: 
a. Approved by City Council– November 3, 2025: 

i. Final Plat 
   Owner, Applicant: Nick Wheeler 
   Lots 1A and 2A,  
   Block 7,  
   Formerly Lot 1 and a Portion of Lot 2,  
   Block 7,  
   Original Townsite,  
   City of Belle Fourche,  
   Butte County, South Dakota 

ii. Final Plat 
   Owner, Applicant: Master Millwork I, LLC, Tom and Janice Rowett 
   Lot 1 and Lot 2, Rowett Addition,  
   SE ¼ SE ¼, Section 32,  
   Lying South of the Belle Fourche River and  
   North of the SD Hwy 212,  
   less Highway Lot H1  
   as shown by Plat Book 4, Page 31 and  
   Highway Lot H2  
   as shown by Doc. #2001-980,  
   T9N, R3E, BHM,  
   Butte County, South Dakota 
 
6. Informational – No action 

a. Hardy stated that Vanocker’s Bunkhouse housing development is under review. 
The preliminary plans were presented to Planning & Zoning Commission and 
Council and the final plat is what is under review and will be presented to the 
Commission. Discussion was held regarding the phases of the development.  

 
7. Adjourn. Motion by Schmaltz, second by Martin to adjourn at 4:05 pm. Motion  

carried with a unanimous vote. 


