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Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Minutes 
Regular Session 

Date: March 4, 2026 
City Council Chambers 

511 6th Avenue 
Time: 4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in regular session on March 4, 2026, with 
Chair Bob Somervold presiding. Members present were Tricia Fowler and Larry Schmaltz with 
Travis Martin and Jim Doolittle absent. Also present: City Engineer Brent Hardy and Hailey 
Hanzlik. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Motion Schmaltz, second Fowler to recommend adopting the agenda. Motion carried  

with a unanimous vote.  
 

3. Motion Fowler, second Somervold to recommend approval of the minutes of January 28, 
2026, with Commissioner Larry Schmaltz abstaining. Motion carried with a unanimous 
vote. 
 

4. Preliminary Plan – No Action 
Owner, Applicant: Chad Truax 
Lots 1-8, Morningside Wetlands Subdivision,  
Formerly Lot DR, Block 1,  
Morningside Addition No. 1, 
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County 
South Dakota 
 
The proposed plat creates 8 Lots from Lot DR in Morningside Addition No. 1. Upon 
review, City Engineer Brent Hardy recommends the following information be added 
to page 1 of the plat: 
 

 Need to show lot names, lot dimensions and setbacks on the plat sheet.  
Required information is shown on the aerial and topographic overview 
layouts. 

 
The following information will need to be clarified for the final plat: 
 

 Need to clarify if Carlyal Way is a city street or private drive.   
 Need to show exiting city water and sewer mains on south side of 

developments and clarify that each lot will connect services to mains. 
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It was also noted that the PDF of the preliminary plan showed a layer that noted the 
individual lot dimensions and setbacks for the proposed buildings, but that said layer 
did not print, thereby making the printed copies of the plans not show the dimensions 
and setbacks.  
 
Discussion was held regarding minimum setbacks for the lots involving the zoning 
district. Questions were also raised about the location of the current and future 
service lines as well as if the city has any minimum size requirements for buildings in 
that zoning district. Hardy confirmed that the Internation Residential Code (IRC) has 
minimum living requirements that only deal with certain aspects of the building but 
that the city doesn’t have any other requirements other than setbacks, minimum size 
of the lot itself, and maximum lot coverage (percentage). Hardy will request the 
noted memo items from the surveyor for the final plat.  

 
5. Update regarding city action: 

a. Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission January 28, 2026; approved by 
City Council agenda – February 2, 2026: 

i. Conditional Use Permit – daycare in Rural Residential District 
Owner, Applicant: Christina Stirling 
Lot 4A, Block 1, Hat Ranch Subdivision 
19236 Hat Ranch Drive 
City of Belle Fourche, 
Butte County 

ii. Variance – 1-foot side setback to allow the demolition of existing garage 
and construction of a new garage in Small Lot Single Family Residential 
District 

   Owner, Applicant: Colten Broderson 
   Lot 5, Block 43, OTS 
   619 Lawrence Street 
   City of Belle Fourche, 
   Butte County 

iii. Final Plat  
   Owner, Applicant: Robert Shear 
   Lots L1, L2, and L3,  
   Peaceful Pines Subdivision,  
   A Subdivision of Lot L of Peaceful Pines Subdivision,  
   Located in a Portion of the NE ¼ SE ¼ of Section 8,  
   T8N, R2E, BHM,  
   Butte County, South Dakota 
 
6. Informational – No action 

a. Everyone was reminded that beginning this month, March, Planning & Zoning 
will meet twice a month: the first and third Wednesday through October. 
Beginning November, Planning & Zoning will meet only on the first Wednesday 
of the month.  

 
7. Adjourn. Motion by Schmaltz, second by Fowler to adjourn at 4:14 pm. Motion  

carried with a unanimous vote. 


