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Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Minutes 
Regular Session 

Date: April 1, 2026 
City Council Chambers 

511 6th Avenue 
Time: 4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in regular session on April 1, 2026, with 
Chair Bob Somervold residing. Members present were Jim Doolittle and Travis Martin with 
Tricia Fowler and Larry Schmaltz absent. Also present: Mayor Randy Schmidt, City 
Administrator Jason LaFayette, City Engineer Brent Hardy, Todd Jansma, and Hailey Hanzlik. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Motion Doolittle, second Martin to recommend adopting the agenda with the  

amendment of striking Agenda Item #5. Motion carried with a unanimous vote.  
 

3. Motion Martin, second Doolittle to recommend approval of the minutes of March 18, 
2026. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

4. Follow-up for Conditional Use Permit and Variance - garage with accessory dwelling  
unit that is ninety-nine point eight percent (99.8%) the size of the ground floor area of the 
primary unit in Rural Residential District 
Owner, Applicant: Todd Jansma 
Lot 8, Block 4, Hat Ranch #2 Subdivision 
11041 Wagon Box Drive 
City of Belle Fourche, Butte County 

 
Owner/applicant Todd Jansma was present to discuss the intended use of the accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU) – his intended use is for a guesthouse for friends and family and not 
as a rental or permanent residence. Hailey Hanzlik noted it was agreed within the 
Engineering Department that with there not being clear designations of what an ADU 
was and was not, it was assumed that all dwelling units that were not the primary 
dwelling unit would be classified as ADUs.  
 
The Planning & Zoning Commission agreed that this dwelling unit would not be 
considered an ADU, and that this situation would not require a conditional use permit or 
a variance (since the variance directly correlates to the conditional use permit), allowing 
Mr. Jansma to move forward with his building permit. The Planning & Zoning 
Commission also agreed to revisit the city ordinance at the next meeting to have a clearer 
definition of what qualifies as an ADU. Mr. Jansma will be refunded the Planning & 
Zoning fees so that only the building permit fees are paid. No action taken.  

 
5. Agenda Item #5 striked from the agenda until official updates are provided.  
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6. Final Plat 
Owner, Applicant: Brendan Gallagher 
Lot 4A,  
Block 2,  
Patricia Norman Subdivision,  
Formerly Lots 4 and 5,  
Block 2,  
Patricia Norman Subdivision,  
Being a Subdivision of Tract A,  
All located in the Pineview Addition,  
Section 15, T8N, R2E, BHM,  
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County, South Dakota 
 
The proposed plat creates Lot 4A by combining Lots 4 and 5 in Patrica Norman 
Subdivision. Upon review, the following items were noted: 
 

 Need to show 5’ utility easements along sides and rear of lots as outlined in 
Chapter 16.16.020. 

 Need to add additional curve data to front lot line on Ziebach Street 
 Remove unnecessary signature blocks 

 
Commissioner Travis Martin requested to have the mylar acknowledge the former lots on 
the division lines of the plat.  
 
Motion Martin, second Doolittle to recommend approval of the final plat of Lot 4A,  
Block 2, Patricia Norman Subdivision, Formerly Lots 4 and 5, Block 2, Patricia Norman 
Subdivision, being a Subdivision of Tract A, all located in the Pineview Addition, 
Section 15, T8N, R2E, BHM, City of Belle Fourche, Butte County, South Dakota with 
conditions cited by staff and Commission. Motion carried with a unanimous vote.  

 
7. Update regarding city action: 

a. Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission – March 18, 2026; on City Council 
agenda – April 6, 2026: 

i. Final Plat 
Owner, Applicant: Todd Moseley 
Lots 12A, 12B, 12C, and 12D, Blk 1,  
Formerly the north half of Lot 12,  
Prairie View Addition,  
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County, South Dakota 
 

b. Tabled by Planning & Zoning Commission – March 18, 2026: 
i. Conditional Use Permit and Variance - garage with accessory dwelling 

unit that is ninety-nine point eight percent (99.8%) the size of the ground 
floor area of the primary unit in Rural Residential District 

 Owner, Applicant: Todd Jansma 
Lot 8, Block 4, Hat Ranch #2 Subdivision 
11041 Wagon Box Drive 
City of Belle Fourche, Butte County 



 
  

Page 3 of 3 

 
c. Denied by Planning & Zoning Commission – March 18, 2026: 

i. Final Plat  
Owner, Applicant: Chad Truax 
Lots 1-8, Morningside Wetlands Subdivision,  
Formerly Lot DR, Block 1,  

   Morningside Addition No. 1, 
City of Belle Fourche,  
Butte County, South Dakota  

 
8. Informational – No action 

a. City Administrator Jason LaFayette inquired about an update regarding Agenda 
Item #5. The surveyor was present to explain the initial plat and process, noting 
that the revised plat will be coming soon.  
 

9. Adjourn. Motion by Doolittle, second by Martin to adjourn at 4:24 pm. Motion  
carried with a unanimous vote. 


