CITY OF

Belle
Fourche

SOUTH DAKOTA

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
Board Meeting Minutes: April 15th, 2026, 5:30pm
Council Chambers-Belle Fourche City Hall
511 6th. Ave.
Belle. Fourche, S.D. 57717

Board Members:

Present: Stephanie Hobbs-Vetter, Falina Selchert, Vana Pistoftzian & Trey Clarkson
Ex-Officio Members Present: Council Member Kristal Steeves and Rec Center Director Jody
Westberg

Absent: Terry Hoscheid

Quorum Present: Yes

Others Present: Ayda Cazer and Mayor Randy Schmitt.

Proceedings:

1. President Hobbs-Vetter called the meeting to order at 5:30p.m. and the meeting was opened
with the pledge of allegiance.

2. Motion Selchert, Second Pistoftzian to adopt the agenda. Motion passed without dissent.
3. Community Input

This section of the agenda permits a person to make comments regarding public business.
Everyone making comments should identify themselves by name and address at the time
they address the board.

Ayda Cazer asked for an update regarding outdoor pickle ball courts for this spring and
summer. It was presented that there is currently no specific budget money allocated for
changes to the current outdoor pickle ball courts, or for new ones. It was recommended to
apply for grants with the National Pickleball Association specifically for courts in Belle
Fourche. It was noted that you must be a member of the association to apply for grants
offered by the National Pickleball Association, and that this is how the City of Spearfish
received funding for some of their outdoor pickle ball courts. The Rec Center may be
contacted to rent out their equipment for pickleball players to use. The advisory board
would like to research more grant opportunities that may be offered. They will share all
information gathered by the advisory board working group discussing pickle ball courts



with Ayda. Discussed options for individuals to write the grant. Director Westberg has a
contact for grant writing she will invite to be at the next advisory board meeting.

Discussed Gay Park pickleball courts not being level and hazardous for trips and falls.
Discussed repurposing Highland Park tennis court for tennis and pickleball-dual purpose.
Discussed future of Highland Park and the tennis court net needs to be replaced.

4. Rec Center Director’s Report

Director Westberg discussed the success of the Post Prom event held on April 11t, the transfer of
Blade Stotz & Penny Penrose to the Rec Center leadership team and Operations Manager Josh
Abraham being hired as the new Director at the library. Upcoming Rec Center advertising was
discussed, line dancing classes being offered in May and the annual Track and Field event.
Director Westberg also discussed the training and certification of eleven city employees as
Certified Pool Operators. An update on the Rec Center’s City Improvement Projects budget and
plan was discussed and the upcoming weekends events of the Wellness Fair & Marketplace and
Random Draw Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament. The Rec Center is also currently advertising for
lifeguards, building supervisors and customer service representatives.

5. Ordinance discussion

Member Pistoftzian gave an overview of her review of the bylaws and ordinances regarding Parks
and Recreation. Member Pistoftzian would like another board member to be part of a working
group to discuss and review the bylaws and ordinances and offer suggested changes and/or
updates. A suggestion of having stronger purpose or philosophy language, less ambiguous, for the
bylaws and ordinances was also discussed. President Hobbs-Vetter & Mayor Schmidt gave a
history regarding the evolution of the Parks and Recreation advisory board/committee.

Three chapters of ordinances committed to Parks and Recreation were found and reviewed.
Recreational Fads are in the ordinances and may require updating. In terms of zoning-
investigated where parks are allowed and will require more in-depth discussion. The city has a
great GIS plan. Definition of a neighborhood park vs. a city park was brought up and will need
further discussion in a working group. Discussion regarding private business building a park for
public use on private land and who would be responsible for the park. Having a standard in
writing was suggested so there would be something administrative to fall back on. Hobbs-Vetter
recommended reaching out to Larry Schmultz.

Member Pistoftzian has finalized the 2025 “recap” document and will email it out to the other
board members for review. A suggestion for looking into a staff liaison for parks and public works
may be beneficial; the sitting City Council Member and Rec Center Director currently fill this role.
Discussed clarification for how public comment is given and received by the board, and how to
make it easy and accessible for everyone-an example of virtual meetings was given.
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6. Workgroup updates

Hobbs-Vetter is continuing to work with City Hall on updating the information on the city website
regarding the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Hobbs-Vetter will pass on all onboarding
materials for new board members to V.P. Selchert, who will be running the May meeting. Hobbs-
Vetter will pass all her advisory board information on to Vice President Selchert, who will be
acting President until the next vote.

7. Informational.

Reviewed new proposal for Safeway’s to School. Trey Clarkson presented thoughts on ideas for
future Parks and Recs events to be discussed in further detail at a future meeting.

8. Next meeting will be held on May 13th, 2026, at 5:30pm, in Council Chambers at City Hall.

9. Motion Selchert, Second Pistoftzian to adjourn. Motion passed without dissent. Meeting
adjourned at 7:30p.m.



