
 
  

Page 1 of 3 

Belle Fourche Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Minutes 
Regular Session 

Date: May 6, 2026 
City Council Chambers 

511 6th Avenue 
Time: 4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Belle Fourche Planning Commission met in regular session on May 6, 2026, with 
Chair Bob Somervold residing. Members present were Jim Doolittle, Travis Martin, Larry 
Schmaltz, and Tricia Fowler. Also present: Mayor Randy Schmidt, City Administrator Jason 
LaFayette, City Engineer Brent Hardy, and Hailey Hanzlik. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Motion Schmaltz, second Martin to recommend adopting the agenda. Motion carried  

with a unanimous vote.  
 

3. Motion Fowler, second Schmaltz to recommend approval of the minutes of April 15, 
2026. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
4. Doolittle nominated Somervold for Planning & Zoning Chair. No other nominations were  

presented. Motion Doolittle, second Martin to have Bob Somervold be Planning & 
Zoning Chair. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
5. Doolittle nominated Fowler for Planning & Zoning Vice-Chair. Fowler nominated  

Schmaltz. Schmaltz respectfully declined. Motion Doolittle, second Martin to have Tricia 
Fowler be Planning & Zoning Vice-Chair. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

6. Final Plat 
Applicant, Owner: Alvin Fabris, PTR South Dakota Properties LTD Co. 
Lot 7A Revised, 
Formerly Lots 7A and 8A, 
Block 6, Busfield Addition No. 3, 
NE ¼ SW ¼ and NW ¼ SE ¼, 
Section 8, 
T8N, R2E, BHM, 
City of Belle Fourche, 
Butte County, South Dakota 
 
The proposed plat creates Lot 7A Revised by combining Lots 7A and 8A in Busfield 
Addition No. 3.  Upon review, the following items were noted: 
 

 Need to show 5’ utility easements along sides and rear of lots as outlined in 
Chapter 16.16.020. 
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Commissioner Travis Martin noted the legal description on the mylar needed to add “City 
of Belle Fourche”. 
 
Motion Schmaltz, second Martin to recommend approval of the final plat of Lot 7A, 
Revised, Formerly Lots 7A and 8A, Block 6, Busfield Addition No. 3, NE ¼ SW ¼ and 
NW ¼ SE ¼, Section 8, T8N, R2E, BHM, City of Belle Fourche, Butte County, South 
Dakota with conditions cited by staff and Planning & Zoning Commission. Motion 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
7. Final Plat 

Applicant, Owner: Chad & Jynna Bartscher and William & Linda Coyle 
Lot 13R, 
Formerly Lot 13 and Lot 14, 
Block 3, 
Hillsview Addition 
City of Belle Fourche, 
Butte County, South Dakota 
 
The proposed plat creates Lot 13R by combining Lots 13 and 14 in Hillsview Addition.  
Upon review, the following items were noted: 
 

 Need to remove “Preliminary” from the title of the plat. 
 Need to clarify if “L2” is to the found rebar or to the corner of the property. 

 
City Engineer Brent Hardy noted he received a corrected plat that fixed the changes 
originally noted in the memo. No other changes needed to be made.  
 
Commissioner Larry Schmaltz inquired that with the combination of two lots, would 
there not be a second house allowed to be built on the lot. Hardy confirmed that any 
additional housing units would not be allowed on the lot without a conditional use permit 
for an accessory dwelling unit. 
 
Motion Martin, second Schmaltz to recommend approval of the final plat of Lot 13R, 
Formerly Lot 13 and Lot 14, Block 3, Hillsview Addition, City of Belle Fourche, Butte 
County, South Dakota. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
8. Update to discussion regarding City Ordinance 17.16.190 – Accessory Dwelling Unit. 
 

Martin suggested updating the new Section A. of 17.16.190 to note that the “combined 
finished area of the ADU and primary dwelling unit” shall be no larger than the allowed 
lot coverage maximum percentage of the lot’s designated zoning district. An updated 
draft will be presented at the next Planning & Zoning meeting, May 20, 2026.  

 
9. Update to discussion regarding Chapter 17 zoning district ordinances. 
 

Hardy is currently waiting for a response from legal counsel, but he conducted research 
regarding any established limits for adult-orientated businesses. It appeared from his 
research that an outright ban would not be possible, but that municipalities can be 
restrictive with locations of adult-orientated businesses.  
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Schmaltz suggested only allowing adult-orientated businesses as a conditional use permit 
in Heavy Industrial District. Hardy will provide updates as he receives them from legal 
counsel.  

 
10. Update regarding city action: 

a. Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission – April 15, 2026; approved by City 
Council – April 20, 2026: 

i. Variance - 11.9-foot rear setback (4-foot variance) and 16.2-foot front 
setback (3.8-foot variance) to allow the construction of new single-family 
house in Small Lot Single-Family Residential District 
Applicant, Owner: American Contracting & Consulting LLC 
Lot 12, American Estates Subdivision 
10883 Eagle Court 
City of Belle Fourche 
Butte County, South Dakota 

b. Discussed by Planning & Zoning Commission; no action – Apil 15, 2026: 
i. Discussion/possible action regarding City Ordinance 17.16.190 – 

Accessory Dwelling Unit. 
ii. Discussion/possible action regarding Chapter 17 zoning district 

ordinances.  
 

11. Informational – No action 
a.  None at this time.  

 
12. Adjourn. Motion by Schmaltz, second by Martin to adjourn at 4:13 pm. Motion  

carried with a unanimous vote. 


