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 VARIANCE APPLICATION 
(Belle Fourche City Ordinance 17.28) 

 

Application Fee: $300.00 (plus $25.00 per lot) 

Sign Deposit Fee: $125.00 (separate check) 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANT: 
 

The purpose of a variance is to modify the strict application of the zoning ordinance in the case of 

exceptionally irregular, narrow, shallow, or steep lots, or other exceptional physical conditions, whereby 

strict application would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship which would deprive an 

owner of the reasonable use of their land. The variance shall be used only where necessary to overcome 

an obstacle which is preventing an owner from using their lot as the zoning ordinance intended. (Belle 

Fourche City Ordinance 17.28.010). 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1. Name of Applicant:_____________________________________________ Date: _________________ 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number and optional email address:_________________________________________________ 

 

2. Name of Property Owner(s) listed on Deed:_________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number and optional email address:_________________________________________________ 

 

3. Address and legal description for which the variance is requested:_______________________________ 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Reason for variance requested:____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City of 

Belle Fourche 
 

511 6th Avenue 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

Phone: 605-892-3006 
Office Hours: 

7:00 am – 4:00 PM 
Monday - Friday 

www.bellefourche.org Engineering Department 
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5. Attach a site plan (and photos if applicable) to illustrate compliance with the development standards 

applicable to the requested use [see chapter 17.16]. 

 

Minimally, the site plan shall indicate:  

 Property boundaries and dimensions 

 Location of existing and proposed building(s) and structure(s) relative to property lines (include 

setback dimensions) 

 Dimensions of existing and proposed building(s) and structure(s) 

 Locations and dimensions of all easements affecting the property (if proposal involves new 

construction) 

 Off-street parking/loading/unloading (dimensioned) 

 Other significant property features 

 

17.28.050 Approval Criteria. 
In granting a variance, the Planning & Zoning Commission and the Common Council shall ascertain that the 

following criteria are met.   

 

Please answer how the granting of your variance request meets the following criteria: 

 

 A.  Variances shall be granted only where special circumstances or conditions (such as exceptional 

 narrowness, topography, or siting) fully described in the finding of the Commission, do not apply 

 generally in the district.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 B.  Variances shall not be granted to allow a use otherwise excluded from the particular district in 

 which requested. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 C.  For reasons fully set forth in the findings of the Commission, the aforesaid circumstances or 

 conditions are such that the strict application of the provisions of this Division would deprive the 

 applicant of any reasonable use of the land.  Mere loss in value shall not justify a variance; there must 

 be a deprivation of beneficial use of land. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 D.  Any variance under the provisions of this chapter shall be the minimum adjustment necessary for the 

 reasonable use of the land.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E.  The granting of any variance is in harmony with the general purposes and intent of this 

 Division and will not be injurious to the neighborhood, detrimental to the public welfare, or in conflict 

 with the Belle Fourche Comprehensive Development Plan. 

  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES: 

 

 The applicant has the burden of showing the following: 

- granting a variance will not be contrary to the public interest; 

- literal enforcement of the zoning ordinances will result in unnecessary hardship; 

- the spirit of the zoning ordinances will be observed by granting the variance; and 

- substantial justice will be done by granting the variance. 

 Time Limit 

- If a variance is granted the variance shall expire unless acted upon by the original applicant within  

one year of the date the variance was granted. 
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Signature Blocks and Acknowledgement 
 

By signing below, the applicant and owner ensure that all information provided is accurate to the best 

of their knowledge. Any incorrect or missing information may lead to delays in approval. 

 

The City reserves the right to request additional information. 

 

 

________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Signature     Date 

 

________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Owner's Signature     Date 

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Engineering Office Use Only: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date application was submitted:__________________________________________________ 

Variance Fee: ____________________________; Receipt #: ____________________________________ 

Sign Deposit Fee: ______________________; Sign Deposit Return:______________________________ 

 

Hearing Dates 

Planning & Zoning Meeting:_______________________________________________________ 

City Council Meeting:____________________________________________________________ 
Action Taken: _________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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	www.bellefourche.org

